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Writ by a 


Turkiſh on 


undiſcover d AT (> 
Divan at Conſtantinople, of the moſt remarkable 


cially of that of France) continued from the Year 
1659, to the Year 1682, 


Written originally in Arabick. T. ranſlated into + Janie, 


and from thence into Engliſh, by the Tranſlator of 
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LETTERS 


Who liv'd Five and 4 YEARS 


| Giving an 8 Account to the 


Tranſactions of Europe; And diſcovering ſeveral 
Intrigues and Secrets of the Chriſtian Courts (eſpe- 
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s ſuperfluous as Pre- 
aes ſeem, yet there 
is one Thing which 

makes it in a Manner 
neceſſary to prefix a 
few Lincs to this Yo- 
lume, in regard there is an Occaſion gi- 
ven by the Objections ſome Gentlemen 


have been lately pleaſed to make againſt 


the Style of the Engliſb Tranſlation. 
Theſe Perſons having by a very coſtly 
Inquiſitiveneſs, found and procur'd the 
Italian Copy of theſe Letters, and com- 
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Jo the Reader. 


par'd.them ith the Engliſh, pick ma- | 


ny Faults in the latter, which they 
wou'd fain improve to the leſſenin 
the Reputation of the Turkiſb Spy, or 
at leaſt to the heightning of their own 
Characters, as Wits and Criticks, Ma- 


ſters of Languages, and the Grand Pa- 


tentees of Humans Senſe.- 

In the Firſt Place they ſay, the Ita- 
liag fl rantþtiopkeeps &loſe Ohe Ori- 
pe Arabic;  wihergas, the'Z 
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pleaſe all People in 


Under 


"+ 


fended that ſo many Turłiſb and Ara- 
bick Words were left untranſlated. And 


that being anſwered in the Preface to 


the Foureh Volume, they have'now 


form'd New, Arguments cut of that 
very Anſwer, to aſſault us on the con · 


trary Side, and tax us with being roo 
Fernacular, Tis truszthe Letters they 
have ſent to t 
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ounds too much with Angliciſms, 
which are not ſufficient to expreſs the 


1: Feople /ndertakangs of 
this Nature! Formerly they were of- 
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To.the\Reader 
couſſt, are not fubſcrib'd at length: 
Jet, by Accident, one of the Gentle- 
men's Hand-writing is known. And 
tho we acknowledge him to be an in- 
genious Perſon, and a Man of Learn- 
ing; yet I believe he would be unwil- 
ling his Letter ſhould: here be exposd 
in Print (or the Original ſhew'd to ſome 


that know him, and perhaps may claim 


an equal Rank among the Critics.) 
But to come to the Purpoſe; 1 have 
often heard Tranſlations b blamed for 


keeping -too-; cloſe to the Original 


Phraſe, but never an any, before this, for 
a Negligence tliat is abſolutely neceſſa- 
ry to retain the Senſe of a Foreign Hu- 
thor. All the World knows there is a 
vaſt Diſtance between Arabic and the 
Languages of Europe; and if the Tali = 
en Tranſlator Was more exact in form- 
ing his Words up to a near Imitation 
of the Eaſtern Proprieties of Speech, no 
doubt but impartial Men will rather 
cenſure it as a Fault, then cry it up for 
an Excellency; ſince nothing ſounds 


well in any Language, which 15 not de- 
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"To the Reader. 
liverd in the Natural Idiom. Every 


Thing ought to be writ in as familiar a 


Style as we Diſcourſe; eſpecially Ler- 
ters, which are but a Proxy-Method 
of Converſing at a Diſtance. And he that 
Tranſlates out of one Language into 
another, ought to aim chiefly at this, 
That he be ſure to retain the Original 
Senſe, and render it ſmooth and eaſy to 


the Reader. The Flowers of Arabia 


and Italy, when once Tranſplanted to 
our barren Engliſh Soil, loſe their Ver- 
tue and Beauty, till they are Natura- 

echanmuſtweexpet from 


9 Weeds? Doubtleſs, chere are 


ſome Peculiarities in all Languages; 
and to Tranſlate Verbatim from ſo re- 
mote a Tongue, would ſound as harſh 
as French does in an Engliſh Man's 
Mouth, When he agreed it ag 'tis 
| we + 

What 1 have more to fay, is, Thar 
as. this Volume contains a Hiſtory of 
Things tranſa&ed within the Memo- 
ry of moſt Men now living; fo the 
Two TEE ** fall down lower 


and ; 
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To: AN Reader 


and nearer to the preſent Times: 
Giving an Account of Events where- 
of many have been Eye: witneſſes, 
and wherein not a few have had a 
Perſonal Share either by Way of 


Action, or ſuffering Profit or Da- 


mage; which muſt needs afford De- 


light to thinking Men; ſince there is 


nothing more agreeable to Mortals, 
than to reflect on the former Paſſages 


of their Lives, according to that of the 
7 TS 


Hides olim meniniſ unt. 


4 Beſides, for the farther Enevarage- 
ment of the Candid Reader, he may 
aſſure himſelf, that toward the Con- 
clufion of the Laſt Volume, he will 

meet with ſeveral Secret between 
the French and Turkiſb Courts, which 

will diſcover the true Source of the 


Freſent War between the Emperor of 


Germany and the Grand Signion; and 
give a Glimpſe of the private Machi- 


nations and Springs which have put 
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2 Albin the Arabian at Paris, to 
Dgęnet Oglou his Friend at Con- 
Zee, r 
He relates the Boers be committed 
l an Byint of Addreſs aud Carriage, 

"aw he firſt came to Paris. 
A. To the Reis Effendi, or. Principal Secre 
tary af th Ottoman Empire 8 
07 a Fellow that dogg d him up and Son the 
'» Streets atis; and big E there 
upon. 
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0 11. | 7 Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Profle 
HA { the College of Stiewces at Fez, Pp. 11 
4 He complains of his frequent Sadueſs on the Ac- 


count of his Employment. 

IV. To the Kaimacham, | I5 
the Quakers in Holland, England, Ger- 
many, and other Parts of Europe. 4 
V. To the ſame, 18 
Of the Peace concluded between France and 

Spain. Of the Match between the King of 
France and the Spaniſh Infanta. O of the 
Duke of Lorrain's Releaſe, and the Prince 
of Contr's. Reſtoration. 
VI. To Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal. Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire, 21 
He congratulates his Acceſſion to that Dignity. 
of 4 Death of the King of — and 
the Duke of Orleans. 
VII. To Dgnet Oglou, 


He diſcourſes agninſt Op li ** * 15 tions Bec 


the Mahometans. and the 
Jews in Egypt. 
VIII. To the 3 „ jth 


Of the Prince of Conde: Recephion Lal Euer. 


tuinment at the French e. ee, 22 85 
fages of his Lifes © 


TX. To the ſame; | We 4 

Of King Charles * bs kana, yo the 

” Crows: ':- 

E Mehemietz '« an ExiPd. Wound). at 
Caixe in Egypt, - 
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The T AB L E. 
He breaks ſorih into melancholy Excurſiont. 
XI. To Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 
eretary of the Ottoman Empire, „p. 39 
He relates ſome Paſſages of Henry IV's Life. 
XII. To Muſtapha, Berber Aga, 43 
Of the extraordinary Magnificence at the New- 
married King and Queen's Entry into Paris. 
XIII. To Dgnet Ogloun, 435 

Of an Earthquake at Paris. 
XIV. Jo Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 47 
Obſervations on the Reign of Lewis XIII. 
XV. To Mahummed, in the Deſart, 
Of the Earthquake at Paris, nd e. Pars 
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LET T E * "Bo Rig 
* Cardinal Mazarin 4 Death. N 
Some Remarks on his Life. 1 s 
II. 70 the Vizir Azem at the Porte, | Ly Mm 
Father Remarks on Cardinal Mazarini. . ! 

| HJ. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of 

the Can: at Conkantinople, 1 4, OO | 


The 1. A B L. E. 


of bis:Confin. Ifonf's. Refs wan at Alkracan. 
A Character of: the Muſcovites. 
Iv. To Orchan Cabet, Student in the Sew 


ces, and Penſoner tothe; Sultan. p. 52 


He congratulates 1 wee to 1 „Nähe 

- 1; metan Faith. 0 

V. Jo the Mufti, 864 

Of the King of France's Power io cure . 
King's Evil. 10 


„Sidos , 67 
He dfiplauds the happy Liſe o # Santone. © 
VII. To:Dgnet:Qglon, 
of. Haiusers. A Story eee Heemakitk 

Another of Giotto. 

VIIL To Lubano Abufai Saad, an = Egyp- 

tian Knight, _. r 2 
Of the Dauphin*s Birth. 


IX. To Cara Halt, — to the Crand 


Signior-— 78 
of Hardineſs, Indifferencs, If Refignation: 
X. To the fame. $3 


of Plays, and an.odd. Accident that happen 4 | 
- at one, in the Preſence of the King, and the 


whole Court. 
XI. To D gnet Oglon, eee 88 


He complains of the Shutters caſt mv bom 6 ſons 


at the Seraglioo © WA) 
XII. 75 Abral on hi Ted, Hads | 

er to the Seriglio,' oO 90 
* the wicked Lives of Prieſts = Monks. 


XIII. To 


VI. 40 Mermadolin, Santone of tb Pale * 


The T A B L. E. 


XIII. To the Chiaus er p. 
ile French Rings Conduct and Gouers: 
* | Wat b 55 1 

XIV. To the Same. . „ ol. 


Mare on the ſame Subject. of RT. 
aan eee Cane r K aeg 


Of the A 3 e the ; 
f ie Dudes of n 15 e Ws 
XVII., Zo Mohammed, the. ae — 

mite of ; Uriel in Arabia, 111 

Of the Contradictions and 9 of: an- 

cient Records, &c. 

XVIII. To Haſnadar- Baſſi, chief T, reafurer 
to bis Highneſs, 115 

Of the Birth — Death of Madam of France. 

| Of the Peace concluded between France and 
Spain. He #fle&s on the Engliſh, for de- 
| livering up Dunkirk to the French. Of 
the Marriage between the King of England 
and the Infanta of Portugal. 

XIX. To the Kaimacham, 117 

He relates a ſtrange Paſſage that happen d to 

Ai inpiſiting a Calabrian W pro- 


©* Feſſing Lees and Phyfich. | 
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NN. To the Captain Baſſa, 55 or 121 


3 
. wontlerful Man taken up on the Cob 
North Holland. FM „ 0 


* 
. 


*I To Nathan Ben Sad, 4 2 Jew at 
Vienna, 8 gt 125 


He endeavours” ro convince him ug Tfmac! 


„ Was, Heir of the Promiſes made to Abraham 


cximinations on the Race of Iaaac. 1 


XII. T, the me, 128 


He diſcourſes concerning the Origin of. Null 


and Grandeur among 


* 


XXIII. b Codaraftad Cheik, „ „ 


412 44 9 a 


the Law, 
of 4 Man that Was executed at Paris; for af 
Frits, that he was xs the: Son of God.” 
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LETTER 1 


To 5 Solyman, his Couſin, at Chalce- 
| r= er nes 
He 33 his Removing from Place to Place, 

and adviſes him to travel farther in the 


World ; or at leaſt to t his Coy Iſout 
at Aſtracan. 


II. 75 Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of 


the Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople, :! 4" 239 

* the Wars. and Revolutions in Indoſtan; 

_ " avith ſome Remarks on the different” Policy 

c Eaftern Nations, ' © 

III. To Uſeph Baſſa, 2 3 

of the Concert of the Duke of Mecklen- 
burgh to the Roman Faith. Of the mag- 
nificent Entry the Swiſs Embaſſadors made 
into Paris. 

W. 75 Hamet, Reis Effendi, principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 145 

of the King of France's Amours. A pleaſant 
Story of his Confeſſor. 


V. Jo Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 


Grand Signior O Cuſtoms at Conſtanti- 
_ nople, | - e B47 
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Of Mahmut 's Inclination to travel ; his parti- 
cular Fancy for Indoſtan: With a Deſcrip- 
tion of the Pleaſures he ſoould take in paſ- 
feng thither. — 

VI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Se- 

cretary of the Ottoman Empire, p. 153 

Of the Death of the Ducheſs of Savoy, and 
Carolus Joſephus, Brother zo the German 
Emperor. A General Character of Ger- 
many, France, Spain, England, ain. 
and other Parts of Europe. 

VII. To Kerker, Haſſan, Baſſa, 15 7 

He acquaints him how be had been Aflaſſmated 
one Night in the Streets, as he was return- 


m to his Loagings.”. Of his Removal there- 


upon to another Part of the Ci. 
VIII. 75 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vis 


\ ;;ENna, 3 f 162 
He informs him of the fur: Adee, reſer- 


ring him for farther InfiraftionstoBliachim, 
who would be ſbortly at Vienna. 
IX. To Zeidi Alamanzi,: a chant at Ve 
nice, 4 164 
He forbids him to hand any Letters ® ie 
95 he bas receiu d 3 OT 8 the 
orte. 


X. Jo Murat, Rada: e 7 166 


He complains for Want of | timely 1 


gence Nom the Miniſters f the Porte. Of 


the Jiclories and Succeſſes of the Ottomans 
uin Hungary. Of Count Trozzis _ 
19 | | val 


The TABLE 5 


Dalat Paris ir Quali of erden, from 
the Emperor. 


NT, To Aleuf, his Rinſinan, a rah at 


RT” 
# Charatter Spain. 
XII. 70 Aſis Baſſa, 715 171 


Of the general Conſternation in Europe, upon 

the news of the Grand Signigr's Aduances 

* 20 * 0 Kale, Chiſi*s q 4014 

28 % 'arls in Quali egate de La- 

1 Br e e 

XIII. Jo Hamer, Reis Effendi, . Principal 
MA ory of the Ottoman Empire, 172 
He gives him a Character of Spain, different 
rom that be ent his Cquſin Iſduf. 

XIV. To Muſu Abe Why ar, Profe 2 
Phaſiph at Fer-, th 

Hh "diſcourſes. of the various Languages of = 


_ ©*'ropee. of "Story of a German Embaſſador 
at the French Court 


XV. To Oſman Adrooneth, Aftrologer ” 
_ the Sultan at Adrianopte, WE 
Of a Comet appearing in the Firmament. From 


whence he takes Occaſion to diſcourſe about 
the Nature of Comets. 


XVI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Ottoman Empire, 182 
He informs him of the Peace made'between 
" the Pope and the King of. France, after 
the Afﬀronts Put upon the F rench Embaſ- 
90 N Jador 
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1 ſador at Rome. the French King 8 De⸗ E 
1 gn on Africk. 7 
4 XV IL. Jo Abdel Melec Muli Omar, pre- X 
% _ fide of the College of Sciences at Fez, 2 
4 I eat NGC 

A He complains chat true Science is. nt tobe 

= found, unleſs. among the Bramins of. In- Q 
1 dia. 3 | N 
[ XVIII. To. Mireadolio, Santone of the - 
| * DP; ale of Sidon, 188 | 

# He aſſerts, that Men i are Partakers of the 

| Divine Nature. A Digreſſion concerning 

4 the antient Religion of the Gentiles. fl 

1 XIX. To the ſame . _ "IO 


. 2 YT 
Sar — 5 — 
a * 

—U — dg * 


— 


g 


1 
-” 
iN 


A ſeeptical Diſcourſe, after the Manner, of an 
-__ Epicurean Philoſopher. | "Sly, Ib} 
XX. To Iſouf, his Couſin, - a Merchant at. 
Aſtracan, „ 925 192 
Mahmut complains 7 his Uncafuſe'i in Paris, 
and expreſſes his Emulation of the Arabs 
and Tartars. 
XXI. To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal 
Secretary of the Otroman Empire 196 
Remarks on the Mareſchal de T urenne, wit h 
4 Charafler of that Prince. 25 
XXII. 1. Orchan Caber, Kaden of the 
ee, and Penfoner to the Grand Sig- 
. 199 
of a Paper of Verſes, Wich the King of France 
Pound one Morning on his Table. 
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| of PRA Marte de ala the learned 
Maid of Saxoty. 
XXIII. To the Captain Baſſa, p. 201 
Of a notable Victory obtain d by the Engliſh; 
under the Command of the Duke of York, 
in a Sea Fight with the Dutch. 
of « the King of France's Deſign to Unite both 


Seas, by PURE a Cans, AR: Part LS bis 
Y e, 
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84 
20 
\ Of the Death” "of Philip IV. 135 of 
Spain; and the Duke of Vendòôfme: 
II. To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria, 
209 
Mahmut endeavours to reclaim him from Bi- 
gotry. 
III. To Nathan Ben-Saddi, a Jew at Vi- 
enna, 212 
He reflect. on the Miſna and Talmud of the 
Jews: Rehearſfing briefly ſeveral ee 
Stories out of the latter. Of a Sort of Jews 
in North Aſia, different from the Reſt of 
that Lineage in thei e, Laus, and 
Religion. 


IV. To the ſame, © b, 2 7 2 
He gives him a more particular Account of theſe 


Jews, their Cuſtoms, and Manner of Life. 
V. To Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich, Ere- 
eee Uriel in Arabia the Hap- 


219 


© 'PY> 
He tells bim he is in doubt of bis future State: 


However, aſſerts, That tis good to meditate 


VI. To 


on the © Jaf Things. © 


. 42 > . ; 
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VI. To the Kaimacham. „ „D 223 
Of Mirammud, the San of the Yairi pls of Sal- 

le's being taken Priſoner by the French. His 

Character and Entertainment at the Court. 
VII. To-Hamet Muladdin, ew SI of Sal- 
1 — 225 
He acquaints bim ich the ſans This 1; and. ad- 
_ *wiſes him to ſend ſpeedy Pmbaſſa tvs 20 the 


_ Court:of: France; in order e Son 5 Re- 
demption. 


SS - IR 


VIII. To Peſteli Hali, his Brother; Maſte 
ile Cuſtumm at Conſtantinople; 227 


He informs bim the Treachery of: Solyman his 


. Couſin, in employing ſome Armenian Mer- 


chants at Paris, tu pry. into Nahen ys ee 
IX. To Dgnet Oglou, 


„ 1 

More on the ſams: Sub je . 1 

X. Jo Hamet, Reis Eifendi, 7 — Se- 
cretary of the Ottoman Empire,; 233 


of the Plague in London, and in other Pares of 


England. Of the Death of the. Queen Mother 
of France, and of the Prince of Conti. 
XI. To Nathan Ben ar 4 Jew at Vi- 
ena, Ks b 1 235 
He reproaches him ith 3 in believing 
 Sabbatt Sevi, the pretended Meſſjas of Smyr- 
na, Ce. to be the true Redeemer of Iſrael. 
A ſhort Hiſtory of Sabbati Sevi's Life. 
XII. To the Kaimacham, SJ 
| An Account of the Jews Extravagancies on the 
8 of Sabbati Sevi „ as their Meſſzas. 
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_ The... DVD A NLE 
Strange Reports. of the ten Tribes that were 
carried away Greve by re e K -ing 
of Aſſy ria. n 

XIII. 75 Murat, Baſſa, A bel 242 
Of a Warberweenthe F — we” the \Evglith 
Of a Marriage between the Emperor of 
Germany and the Infanta of Spain. 
XIV. ToPeſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter 
_ -» of the Cuſtoms, , and. Superintendaut of the 
Arſenal at Conſtantinople, - 245 
He congratulates his new Advance ; relates 
the Blowing up of Rezan a City in Ruſſia, 
and deſcants on the Day of Doom. 


Wl. Jo Uſeph, Baa. 249 
Of the Continuance: of the Plague in England. 
Of the Fire at London. 


XVI. To Cara Hali Plyfrcian to the Grand 
Signior, N 


He complains that our K nowledge of « a Future 
State is very uncertain. 


XVII. Jo Kerker Haſlan, B,, 8 1437 


He rejoices to hear, that he is tobe remov 4 from 
Paris to a Country Life, ſomewhere in Alia. 

XVIII. To Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
Aftracan, + 5 262 

He gives him a Cbaratier of his Coufin Soly- 
man, and bids bim beware of him Oh be Im 
come to ARA: TW 
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Mah mut 55 Arabian 42 Paris, to Dane 
2 io; , his Friend at Conſtantinople- 


WET makes me ſmile ſometimes wheat 1 
reflect how often I was put to it for 
an Addreſs ſuitable to the Manners of 
the Naxarenes, and the particular Mode 
W of Paris when I firſt arriv'd at this Ci- 
ERR For, thou know'ſt we had other: 
Employments, t an! to learn Faſhions and Conge's at 
Palermo. The Mind of a Slave is dejected under” 


the Circumſtances of E e $1 char he has 
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2 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
not Leiſure to regard any Thing, gut how to ac- 
compliſh his day Tack; 24 to Ralle his Patron. 
All his Study and Care is bent upon this, and there's 
no Room left for generous Thoughts; neither has 
he Means or Courage to venture on Projects, or 
improve the preſent Occurrences in order to his 
future Happineſs. Nay, he hardly dares think of e- 
being happy again. This was my Caſe, and 1 
elleve twas nöt much þetter with thee. 
Vet, notwithſtanding all the rigorous Uſage I had; 
the Baſtinados, Kicks, Bruiſes, Cuts and Wounds, I 


receiv'd from the Hanꝗs of that barbarous Giafer, my 


Maſter, which made me ſometimes incapable of do- 
ing him any Service by Day; or of taking any Reſt 
my fetf by Night, I was reſolv'd to find ſome ſpare 
Time for Books. Lroſe early, and went late to Sleep; 
ſelt to Study. The Acquaiſtance 1 we 
Sicilian Carpenter, our Friend, was of ſingular Ad- 
vantage to me in this Kind-: For, thou may'ſt re- 
member, he was well ſt6ck'd with many ancient and 
learned Treatifes. He forniſh'd me with 
Polybius, Strabo, 1 * other Hiſtories. All which, 
and many more, I 
I had A rong 1 5 8 to Knowledge. And after 
. g 


my” 
with that 


evour d with Greedineſs ; for 


paſsd away ſome Time in the 
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Vol. VI. a'Spy at Pars. 3 
that Natiaun. For theſe Things depend many times 
ofithe Difference of the Climate, the Nature of the 
Soil; the Quilities ofthe: Air, and the Manner of 
their Diet? . 1 MER, ESD e OILS 4 280 $: 
But neither Hiſtory, Logick, or Philoſophy, were able 
to efface the Impreſſions of my early Years, or un- 
teach me the Manners in which I had been educated 
from my Infancy. I brought Arabia and Conſtanti- 
nople along with me even to Paris. And becauſe L 
had not been uſed to diſſemble the Profeſſion and 
Carriage of a Maſſulman, during my Thraldom in 
Sicily; I was at a Loſs in my Deportment, when L 
came firſt hitler. | TO 
How often have I been like to diſcover my ſelf. 
by- pronouncing the ſacred Biſmillah, either when 
J fat down to eat, or put a Glaſs of Water to my 
Lips; or when I began any-other Action of Impor- 
tanee? So likewiſe in uttering the Handulah, after 
a Repaſt, or when any Thing happen'd which 
prompted me to praiſe God. | 144 
When I met any of my Acquaintance in the 
Streets, I was apt to forget that I had a Hat on, And 
inſtead of putting off that, according to the Faſhion 
of the Franks, I laid my Hand on my Breaſt, and 
ſometimes bow'd fo low, that my Hat fell off from 
my Head, before I was ſenſible of my Error. 
If I had Occaſion to addreſs my ſelf to a Perſon 
of Quality, I was ready to take up the Bottom of 
his Cloak, Gown, or Robe, and to kiſs it in Token 
of Reverence, as the Cuſtom is in the Eaſt, when 
we' ſalute the Grandees, Nay, ſometimes I could 
not forbear falling on my Knee, or proftrate on the 
Ground before Cardinal Richelieu, and thoſe of his 
high Dignity. All which, nevertheleſs, paſſed on- 
ly for Clowniſhneſs, ' and Want of courtly Educa- 
tion, which teaches the nice Punttilio's of Addreſs. 
They took me for a Kind of Moldauian Ruſtick, 
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without any farther Jealouſ Or F perha * the ö 
Gnil'd lh n ee r 


a ow Caprice or Hu- 
mour, like that of the Philoſopher Paſirles, who: - 


coming to ſalute a great Captain, and the Ceremo- 


ny of thoſe Times requiring him to touch the 10 


tain's Knee, he laid his Hand on his Genitals. 

which the Captain being affronted, and thruſting 
his Hand away with ſcornful Words, Whaz !: ſays: 
the Philoſopher, does not that Part belong to you, as well 
as your Knees? It often diverts my Melancholy, to 


conſider how many Errors of this Kind I have com- 


mitted, not through Ignorance, or any Cynical 
Humour, but only in pure Overſight, and Forget- 

A TTT. 
- It was a long Time 'ere I could frame my Fingers 
to handle a Knife and Fork at Meals, as is the univer- 
fal Cuſtom in theſe Weſtern Parts; whereas thou 
knoweſt, we make uſe of no other Inſtruments in 
Eating, but our Fingers and Teeth, Whence it was, 
that I could not ſometimes forbear thruſting my 
Hand into a whole Diſh of Meat; which is counted 
a great Indecency in France. And after I was recon- 
ciled to thoſe nicer Inſtruments of Voluptuouſneſs, 
ſo as to carve my Meat a la Mode; yet when once 
I had it on my own Plate, I laid aſide thoſe Tools 
as uſeleſs, and tore it aſunder with my Fingers, and 
. Teeth, feeding à la Turteſque, as the French call it; 
that is, like a Muſſulman. n Y 22 0 
Nevertheleſs, : no Body ſuſpeted me; but all 
theſe Miſcarriages paſs'd for Moldavian Barbariſms, 
the ſalvage Cuſtoms. of that my ſuppoſed Country, 
I tell thee, that tho' the Manner of Eating among 
the French, ſeem to have ſomething more of Neat- 
neſs and Delicacy in it; yet it appears full of Soft- 
neſs and Luxury, and I cannot in Reaſon prefer it to 
the more natural and ſimple Method of Diet, us'd in 
the Eaſt, Neither — the Franks themſelves 
condemn us for Salvages in this Point, as they com- 
oe; a 9 monly 
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Vol. VI. 2 Spy at PARIS. 5 
monly do, did they but conſider, that this Negli- 
gence very well becomes Men of the Sword; and 
that in their Campaigns, their own Generals are am- 
bit dus to appear careleſs ih eyery Thing relating to 
> Donbtlefs, the ancient Romans, - who brought the 
greateſt Part of the World under their Power, 
ſhun'd all Eineneſſes in Diet and Apparel, till ſuch 
time as their Manners were debauch'd, and their 
Empire in its Decline. Our Annals record, Thathwhew 
Sultan Selim lay down with his Army before a cer- 
tai Place, and the Governour of the Town ſent 
Commiſſioners to treat with him about a Surrender ; 
they found him at Dinner, which conſiſted only of 
two or three Onions, a little Salt and Bread,  _ 
- Hiſtories alſo relate of the faithful Omar, Succeſſor 
of the Prophet, That when he was with his Army 
not far ſrom Jeruſalem, the Nazarene Prince who go- 


vern'd that City, ſent a Spy into rhe Hoſt of the Mu. 


fulmans, to oblerye their Diſcipline,. aud bring him. 
x livel Character of their General. The Spy went 
according to his Maſter's Order; and having tar- 
ried ſome Time in the Arabian Camp, returned a. 
gain, and thus ſpoke to the Goyernour, 1 
elt will be needful to recount every Thing I ob- 
ce ſerved among theſe Soldiers; ſince by what I 
© ſhall ſay of their Leader, thou may'ſt compre- 
* hend the Manners of them all: For they = Ja 
*« him, and follow his Example in every Thing, 
ce With exquiſite Silence and Modeſty. _ 1 AY Omar 
«their Prince, at the Head of his Army, fitting 
* on a Camel, his Face tawny and ſcorch'd by the 
«« Sun, in a Veſt of. Perſian Cotton, girded about 
* with a Belt of Leather, at which hung a Cymetar 
«and Paggar, with a Knapfack tied behind him like 
ce the-meaneſt Soldier. I ſaw him take out from 
**.thetice hard Cruſts of Bread, ſhaking off the 
« Husks of Millet which ftuck to them; and faying;. 
EE B 3 9 
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In the Name of God, he eat heartily of the ſame. 


«© Then he drank Water out of a; Ieath; rn Bottle 
« ſaid, Praiſe be to God, All his ung their 


«« Repaſt at the ſame Time, and in the ſame Man- 


ner, With admirable Temperance, and ſuch an 
« Order and Modeſty, as I never ſaw before, nei- 
« ther can I expreſs, _ eee tion 

When the Prince heard this, he ſtood ftill a con- 


ſiderable Time, muſing as one aſtoniſhed, Then turn- 
ing to the Seniors and Chief of the People Who were 


preſent, he ſaid, “It is neceſſary that we ſurxender 


* our City to theſe. People; for they haye the 
4c Smiles % Heaven. , Their Berber their — 52 
& oblige em to Temperance, Frugality, Obedience, 
* and a modeſt Deportment. Theſe Vertues are 
certain Steps to Victory and Empire. Beſides, I 
4 have receiv'd a Tradition from my Anceſtors, That 
%a People ſhall come out of Arabia, with a new 
« Lay and Religion, which ſhall aboliſh all that went 
«c before it. ey ſhall ſubdue Palaſtine and e 
* and ſhall build Moſques, wherein their Prayers all 
<« ſound like the Humming of Bees. Their Empire 
tc ſhall extend from Eaſt to Weſt, and to the Extre- 
* mities of the Earth. This is what I have learned 
from my Fore-fathers, and which I believe is now 


* coming to paſs. Therefore it will be in vain; to 


« reſiſt theſe Men; for they are invincible. by a 
«« Decree from Above. e ee at bis 
Thoſe that were about him, did not approve the 
Counſel of this wife Naxarene. However, he fent 
to Omar, and obtain'd Fayour for himſelf and his 
Family. hg a F 
Thou wilt ſay, I'm got wide of the Mark of my 
firſt Diſcourſe, which related to my ſelf, and not 
to any of the primitive Caliphs: But tis impoſſible 
to reſtrain our Thoughts from roving. Some fay, 
chey hang togeche Ike the Links of 2 Chin; and 
* i . 
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that one Idea being faſtened to another in our Me- 
mory, we muſter them in Rank and File, according 
to their proper Order, when we think, or make 
Reflections. God knows how 'tis, This Iam ſure 
of, That when 1 write to my Friends, 1. ſtudy: not 
to make an elaborate; Speech on't, as if I were pen- 
ning an Oration ; but purſuing my firſt Intention at 
Random, I run on, letting one Thought and Word 
beget another.. „ 
But I was telling thee how great à Bungler I was 
at firſt in, all the Ceremonies and Manners of the 
Franks, which differ from thoſe of the Eaſt. I was 
as much to ſeek in my Addreſs, as: an 4ſs would be 
to play on a Lute, according to the Roman Proverb . 
Yet Time and Practice render'd all theſe Things 
familiar and eaſy, Now, methinks, I'm a thorow- 
pack Nazarene as to my Exteriour, I go to the 
Court and the Temples with as much ſeeming For- 
mality as the Chriftians, whilſt, God knows, my 
Heart is ſomewhere elſe: All my Actions are out 


of their natural Byaſs, ſo long as I am abſent from 

the Society of Tree Balis. 
In a Word, I'm fore'd to imitate the Fox, which 
Creature, when it is environ'd with Hunz/men and 
Dogs, counterfeits a ' Barking like the latter, and 
ſo paſſes undifcoyer'd for one of their Company. 


— 1 


Paris, 3d of rhe gth Mon. 
the Year 1659. 3 
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446 4 e In 0 
To the Reis Effendi, or Principal Secretary o gh 
ße Ottoman Empire, 


7 


Am at this Time poſſeſs'd with more Appre- 
1 henſions and Jealouſies, than an old Infidel Uſu- 
rer. My Lodging affects me with greater Melan- 
choly, than would a Priſon, And my Uneaſineſs 
is the ſame when I go out of Doors. Every Body 
that meets me, looks either as my Accuſer or my 
Judge: And ſome appear as terrible as Executioners. 
By Day, my Imagination torments me like a Fury; 
and by Night, I am affrighted with melancholy Vi- 
ſions. I dream of nothing but Racks, Wheels, Saws, 
Gibbets, and ſuch like Inſtruments of human Cru- 
elty. Or that I am in ſome dark Dungeon, con- 
demn'd to more unſufferable Tortures, by Order 
of the State; with Cardinal Maxarini, ſitting by me 
like a spaniſh Inquiſitor, and in the moſt Tyrannical 
Manner, threatning me with Pains, to which the 
Damn d themſelves are wholly Strangers, if I will 
not confeſs what I am, and reveal the Secrets with 
JJC - > oo 07265 . 
The Occaſion of theſe Terrors which harraſs me 
Night and Day, is this: I have for four or five 
Days together found my felf - dogg'd up and 
down Paris, by a Man whoſe Face I never ſaw 
before in my Life. Let me go where I will, he's 
always ſome diſtance from me. If I ſtand till, ſo 
does he: Or if I turn back, 4 quickly at my 
Heels. I have endeavour'd by all the prudent Me- 
| thods I could take to drop him in the Crowd of 
People, or in the Churches: But all in vain : for 
fill I encounter with the ſame Face, He purſues | 
me like my Shadow. Neither Coch nor Boat, Land 5 
FEA A '& 8 8 or 
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or Water, Houſe or Alley, can reſcue me from the 


Fellow's Eyes, who is more quick-ſighted than 
Argus, and nimbler than Mercury. He is very cun- 
ning alſo in this Buſineſs, and as dexterous as a Jug- 
gler, conveying himſelf when he pleaſes out of my 
Sight; yet preſently after, he's in view again. 
And if I chance to loſe him in the Dark, I am 
ſure to find him not far from my Lodging next 
KNEE 56 79 - £0455 +, IH TT om 

This is it which gives me ſo much Diſturbance, 
and pierces me with a thoufand Anxieties; for I 

know not what to conjecture of this Fellow's De- 
ſign. Sometimes I think he is employ'd by Cardinal 
Mazarini to watch my Motions, obſerye what 
Houſes and Company I frequent, and trace me in 
all _ Appointments. And I am the more con- 

firni'd: in this Suſpicion, when J reflect on my for- 
mer Impriſonment in this City, and the Occaſion 
of it: Beſides, when I went Yeſterday, to ſee Elia- 
thim the Jew, this Spark followed me near to the 
Door: And cho“ tarried there two full Hours, yet 
when J came out, I had not walked a hundred Paces, 


before I ſaw him again, Nd after me in a care- 
leſs Manner, with his Arms folded, and his Eyes 


fix'd on ſthe Ground, as if he knew nothing of the 


. 


| ppg" ee Circumftances, that. 


he is ſet at Work by the Cardinal, or ſome Body 
elſs; to diſcovet my Buſineſss. 

Mit when on the other Side, I eonſider, that if 
the Cardinal ſuſpected me, he might go a nearer 
Way to Work; and ſeize me in my Chamber, where 
my Letters would betray me, this Thought yaniſhes,. 
and Lam ata Loſs What to thing 
Then comes into my Mind the Encounter. I had 
once with mynsleilian Maſter; "who ſtrove” to ſet 
the Rabble upon me in the Streets of Purit; but 
my beuer Stars" eliyered me ot of his and their, 
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0 .: Letters writ dy Voll VI. 
Hands, whilſt, for ought I know, he drew upon 
| himſelf the Miſchief he defign'd for me. However, 
when I reflect on that Paſſage, Lam apt to think 
he es be now in Parts, and having by ſome Aeci- 

dent ſeen me go in or out at my Lodgings, con- 
trives how to revenge himfelf on me, and uſes this 
Fellow's: Aſſiſtance in compaſſing his Ends. Per- 
baps, think 1, he will cauſe me to be Stab'd or Pi- 
fol'd at ſome convenient Seaſon, or he will find 
out, ſome other Way, leſs noiſyſ and more malici- 
ous to diſpatch me. It may be; he ſeeks to entrap 
me, and render me obnoxious to the State. I have 
a thouſand Imaginations about it, and know not 
what to conclude... 1 value not my ſelf; nor am 1 
careful to prolong. a miſerable Life fon my owin 
fake. All that L can hope to enjoy in this World, 
would come far ſhort of tempting me to reen 
my ſelf from the Stroke of Death, hy an Action 
unworthy of a Philoſopher,, and a Man. But the 
Duty and Affection I owe to the Graud Signior's 
Service, makes me willing to live, till I have ac“ 
quitted my ſelf of my Province with perfeft Suc- 
ceſs, that ſo I may return to Conflaniimofile with 
Honour: And then I care not how ſoon I poſt ro 


that unknown World, here all the Generations of 


Mortals take up their eternal Reſt-:. Fer in this there's 
nothing but Labour and Grie ff.. 
"Ih 155 mean time, L know not what Conduct to 
uſe in this Emergency; Whether I'd. beſt to ſpeak 
to this Fellow, or diſſemble my Suſpicion; whe- 
ther it will be ſafe to truſt this Event to the gene- 
ral Providence, or to ſacrifice. him that gives me 
fo much Diſquiet, and ſo ſeeure my Feace. I 
could cafily have him diſpatch d without any far- 
ther Noiſe, But then my/ Conſcience would trou- 
ther'd a Man Without Reaſon, which2is-expreſly 
forbid by the Alcoran. Heſides, I ſoul always 
; | f | ang 
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ſtand. in fear of ſome Diſcovery ; I proteſt, I am 
at a Loſs for Want: of. 3 in ſuch 
Caſes as theſe. And I am weary of mentioning what 
1 have ſo often intimated already to the Miniſters 
of the Porte, without any direct Anſwer. How- 
ever, I will do what my Reaſon ſuggeſts, and leave 
the Event to Deſfia xx. 
Happy Minſter ! the Affairs of this World are 
full of dark Windings and Meanders; and we have 
all need of a Guide, or a Clew, to conduct us thro' 
em. May that Omnipreſent aſſiſt us, when ever we 
are catch'd in a Knot, or loſt in .a Labyrinth of 
Difhculties. | | | 


Paris, 25th of the 9th Moon, 
ef the Tear 1659, : 


— — — why — 6 8 2 
LETTER III. 
To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of 
ße College of Sciences at Fez. 

H Y venerable. Diſpatch I receiv'd with Kiſles, 


T and a Tranſport of Joy. I thrice touch'd my 
Eye-lids with the Paper of High Eſteem, and as 
oft 1 laid it to my Breaſt, I broke up the Seals 
with Modeſty and Reverence, and my greedy Eyes 
devour'd the Lines of profound Wiſdom ; the Sen- 
tences and Aphoriſms worthy to be written in Let- 
ters of Gold. Then twas I bleſs'd the Hour of my 
Nativity, and the more happy Moment wherein L 
firſt had the Honour of thy Familiarity and Friend- 
tip O thou ſincere and eximious Patron of 
ſach as love the Sciences! Renowned: for thy 


Learning and Probity of Manners ! Prince of the 
| $ 6”: EE 
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iz Letters urit y Vol. VI 
Aifahui's and Ddors !, Cr of the Sage Aſſenibly 
of P . esel * 5 
— Glory be to God, Who has neither Beginning or 
End! Who alone poſſeſſes the infinite Expanſe 


and Life Eternal; who is ador'd by the Inhabitants 
of Heaven; of Earth, and of Hell: Benedi&ions on 


Michael, Gabriel, Iſraphiel, Ithuriel, Jeremiel, Haſ- 
mariel, and i Minifters of | bis Di- 
vine Majeſty ; as alſo on the Angel of Death. Peace 
to the True Believers on Earth, and Salvation to the 
Devils and Damn'd, after they have accompliſh'd 
their Penance in Hell, and the Term of Wrath 
ſhall be expir'd. | eee 

An univerſal Charity dilates my Heart; I em- 
brace with Love all the Creatures of God. This is 
owing to the ſeaſonable Arrival of thy Letter: For 


at the Moment when that came, I was plung'd in 


ſo deep a Melancholy, that I could hardly afford a 
kind ene for any Thing on Earth, and I per- 
fectly hated my ſelf. I have theſe Fits of Sadneſs 
often, it being an Effect of my Conſtitution. 

At thoſe Seaſons Life appears an inſupportable 
Burthen, and. all the Buſtle and Noiſe of Mortals a 
vain Fatigue. My Senſes, which at other Times 
adminiſter Delight and Pleaſure, are now the In- 
ſtruments of Anguiſh and Pain. Every ous | bu 
ſee and hear, diſguſts me. I abhor my neceſla! 
Food. Neither can the ſweeteſt Odours, or fofte 
Strains of Muſick bring me into a better Temper: 
Till Sleep eclipſes the Light of my buſie Imagi- 
nation, and puts out every glaring Thought. Then 
my Soul takes her Repoſe: And ſtealing from my 
Body, enters into the ſhady Vale of Viſions; and 
fports with innocent Idea's. Thus having divert- 


ed my ſelf with jumbling monſtrous Eſſences to-— 


gether, and hurling one Chimera at another, I re- 
turn again to my Body, and Sighing awake, griev'd 
that I could not longer ſtay in that Moct-World, 
* * where 


3 eo 2 its - al 
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where I could have wiſh'd my Reſidence for ever, 
rather than in. This, which gives me ſo much real 
Pain. Thus is my Anguiſh 'renew'd with the 
Morning. Light is more irkſome to me than Dark- 
neſs, and the Day which brings Joy to other Mor- 
tals is more terrible to me than Night, and the Sha- 
dow of Death. + eee 
I complain to the Elements, but they will not 
hear or regard me. All Nature feems to laugh at 
my Affliction, and the Beaſts of the Field triumph 
over me. As for Men, here are none but Infidels,. 
my profeſs'd Enemies, to whom I can vent my 
Sorrows : And I'm aſhamd to make a Woman my 
Confeſſor, tho' *twere my own Mother, who lives 
in Paris, and daily ſees me. „ nn as clas; 
If in this dolorous Condition 1 prepare my ſelf 
with the accuſtom'd — the Law, and 
Addrefles to the Omnipotent, 1 know hot Where to 
find him: His 'Effence is unfearchable, and flies 
from human Thought. I call him aloud by his 
Ninety Nine adorable Names, but receive no An- 
ſwer. I repeat his incomprehenſible Attributes, 
but all to no Purpoſe. | In a Word, I fay and do 
all that the Law enjoyns, the Prophet counſels; ho-. 
ly Perſons recommend, or my own Reaſon ſig. 
veſts," as a proper Means to obtain the Favour of 
Heaven, and'a Redreſs of my Calamity : But find 
no Comfort. And, for eule 1 know, that Spa. 
niard might as ſoon he heard, who being ignorant 
what Form of Prayer to uſe, rehears'd the Four and 
Twenty Letters of the Alphabet, deſiring God to 
form ſuch Words out of em, as beſt expreſs'd'the 
Petitioner's Neceſſities. 38 9 wi ; 1100 a 4 C 242. : 
I tell thee, illuſtrious Prelate, after I'm tired 
with vocal Devotions, I have recourſe to. Con- 
templation. I examine my paſt Life, and find that 
I my ſelf am the Source of my own' Melancholy, 
in not Arier obeying the Law of the Prophet, 


the 
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the Precepts af the Seniors, and the Dictates of my 
Conſcience : And all this, for the Sake of Loyalt 

to the Grand Signior, and in Confidence to the a 
zi's Diſpenſation. Now 1 ask of thee, Whether it 
be Lawful to commit a thouſand Vices, that I may 
only acquit my ſelf fairly in one Vertue ? Or, to 


think, that in ſuch Caſe, the Muſti has Power to 


diſannul the reſs, poſitive Injunctions of our 
Holy e the pos of the Faithful to be 
5 d by the Infidelity and Prophaneneſs of Mu/- 

5 Or the Truth to be upported by Lyes 
and Perjuries. 

I tremble to think what a Confuſion I ſhall be 
in, when the Prophet ſhall reproach me, That L 
have prefer'd the Fayour of Men, to the Smiles of 
Heaven, I know not what to do. Oh, that I were 
in the parching Deſarts of Lybia-! or any the moſt 
nen jor of Egypz.1 A Com Companion of 
Dragons, and 3 Monſters of Africk / 
rather than in Ke 3 which renders my Life 
a. Hell upon Earth, and torments me with half the 
Diſquiets of the Damn d. 


But if this ee too extravagant and deſpe- 


| LI 5 Thought, et me at laſt wiſh. my ſelf at Fez, 
the meaneſt of thy Slaves, or of thy incomparable 
Muſs Am Labyan, of whom thy laſf Letter gave ſo 


him, hopi ing for = wh Honour of his dſhip and 
Correſpondence, -- : 

Let not the Liberty I've taken to tell thee of m 
Sadneſs, diſcourage thee from Writing: But re 
aflur'd, that. wheneyer thou ſhalt vouchſafe me a 
Letter, though 1 were in ur Nr * Death, 
:rwould call me back again. 301 
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Europe is a Wil ovenrun with 


| 5 Sable and Horeſies] Every Age produces 
rofl Pretenders: to EZ and Divine Revelation. 


Error is prolifick, a multiplies infiaitely,: whilft 

Truth remains the. ſame for's evers, auc i is Wer 

hended in a few Rules. 

Of late Years there are a Sort of Feopls ſprang 
in Exgland, Holland, Germany, and other Parts 

the rib, boaſting of a new Commiſſion given 


” 


them fibm Iven, to Preachr the everlaiting Truth, 


reform the Exrort and Vices of Mankind, and lead 
my ethe only. infallible Way 46 Happineſs: Their 
eſs is plain and: ſimple, bold and uniform, 
. ——— didege Compliments in their 
Diſcourſe or Carriage to Perſons of the greateſt 
Wie than to the ed drag thoſe of moſt 
hey ale denise 2 the off 
EF e e ves; mak 5 
of 3235 Jews of the Promiſe, Ifraelites Fhrine 
Fraud, with fuch like vain Titles; but by others 
they are generally call'd Quakers. © : 
They tay, che Ring-leader of this People, profer. 
fes himſelf to be the Meſfias, being in all Parts of 
his Body, and Features of his Face like Jeſus the 
Son of Mary: Or at leaſt! tis obſery'd, that he 
exaltly reſembles that Portraiture of him which 
Publins Lenralus ſent to the Senate of Raume om of 
Juden, when' he was Governor of that Province. 
Kence his Followers ſoruple not: to call him Joſces, 
Th Baawty , Ten Thoufand, The oaty' begocten Son 
Gap Tir * who 4 to Seal' 8 
Nadin . 
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the Prince of Peace, King of 1ſrael, Judge, Conſolati- 
on and Hope of the Worst. 

When he travels, his Diſciples attend him bare- 
headed, (which, thou know'ſt, is.a Token of Reve- 
rence among the Franks) yet they never uncover 
any other Mortal. He rides on Horſeback, whilſt 
„ee, on Foot before, behind, and on each Side 
of him, ſpreading thein Garments in the Way thro 
which he paſſes. The Hoofs of his Beaſt tread only 
on Silks or other coſtly Stuffs. And às they enter 
into any Town or City, they chaunt aloud his 


Praiſes, proclaiming: him the Som of David, and 


Heir of the Divine Promiſe. ohio 
All his Followers pretend to be Prophets, boaſting 
of ſtrange . Illuminations and Raptures, foretelling 
Things to come, and reproaching the Vices of Go- 
vernots and the greateſt Princes, with a” Boldneſs 
which has but fe Precedents. In a Word, they 


every where preach, That Gad is laying the Foun- 


dation of a'New Monarchy, which | deſtroy all 
he reſt in the World, and ſhall never have an End 


ach d or e e ro iD 
This gives a Jealouſy to the States where they 
live, and therefore they are perſecuted in all Places. 


Yet they appear very conſtant! in their Sufferings, 


and tenacious. of the Doctrines they preaccg. 


Opinion, to reſemble one of 
our Muſſulmans Sers, who aſſert, That Jeſus the 
Son of Mary ſhall return again upon Earth: That 
he ſhall Marry and beget Children, be anointed 
King of the Nations who believe in One God, and in 
this glorious State ſhall reign Forty Years : After 
which be ſhall ſubdue: Antichriſt, and then ſhall 
follow the Diſſolution of all Things. Let the Orth. 
Aox Believers reject this Texet as fabulous. Neithet 
is there any e ee 22700 to ãt in that Verſicle 
of the Alcoran, where tis ſaid, Thou Mahomet ſhal 
ſee thy Lord return in the Clouds; Since that anly in- 
8 | = umates 


They ſeem, in my Opi 
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timates the glorious Deſcent which Moſes, Jeſus, 
and Mahomet ſhall make from Paradiſe, with Enoch, 
Elias, and the One Hundred Twenty Four Thou- 
ſand Prophets, to aſſemble the Ele& at the Day of 
GET on on nm I 
If thou would'ſt have my Opinion of theſe new 
Religioniſts in Europe, and their Leader; I take him 
to be an 1mpoſtor, and his Followers to be either Fools 
or Mad-men. Even juſt ſuch another Crew, as thoſe 
who follow'd Moſeilelma, in the Days of our Holy 
Law-giver, This was an Arabian Impoſtor, who 
_ pretended to ſet up for a Prophet, and attempted to 
compoſe a Bogk like the Alcoran. But he was infa- 
tuated with a vain Arrogance, and there was no 
Truth or Elegance in his Writings, no Juſtice on 
his Side, nor Underſtanding in him or his Party. 
To be ſhort, both he and they were all cut to Pie- 


ces in the Vale of Akreb, by the Troops of Abu 
Bacroſſadic, the firſt Cailibbsß . 


As to theſe modern Seducers, they. are not 'Men 
of Arms, but a Herd of filly, inſignificant'Peo le, 
aiming rather to heap up Riches in Obſcurity, than 
to acquire a Fame' by an heroick Undertaking. 
They are generally Merchants or Mechanicks, and are 
obſery'd to be very punctual in their Dealings, 
Men of few Words in a Bargain, modeſt and com- 
pos'd in their Deportment, temperate in their Lives, 
and uſing great Frugality in all Things. In a 
Word, they are ſingularly Induſtrious, ſparing ng 
Labour or Pains to encreaſe their Wealth; and fo 
ſubtle and inventive, that they wou'd, if poſſible, 
extract Gold out of Aſhes, I know none that ex- 
cel them in theſe Characters, but the Jews and the 
Banians: The former being the craftieſt of all Men, 
and the latter ſo ſuperlatiyely cunning,” that they 
will over-reach the Dei. 
But rheſe/ate no Signs of a pure Religion; for 
that only preſeribes the. Methods of withdrawing 
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18 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
and ſeparatin the Soul from the Contagion of 
earthly Things, and of uniting it to the Deity, which 


* 


IIluſtrious Kalmacham, I bid thee adieu, praying 


that thou and I may at laſt meet in that Center of a 
Things, after our various Epicycles and Excurſions 
in this lower World. ee 


Paris, r5th of the 11th Moon, 
RIO»: 


> 4 
r 2 


LETTER V. 
To the ſame. | 


1 Sent a Diſpatch ſome Moons paſt to the Cadileſquer 
1 of Romeli, Guardian of the Imperial Canons, Inter. 
reter of the Laws of Equity; wherein I inform'd 
im of the Advances that were made in order to a 
Peace between France and Spain. Now I can aſſure 
thee, that Peace is concluded, and the Articles ſign'd 
on both Sides by the two Plenipotentiaries. 
I é need not repeat what I particularly related ta 
that Grandes. My Letters are all publiſh'd in the Dis 
van, and Regiſter d. Vet it will not be unwelcome 


. 


perhaps to thee, to hear with what Niceneſs of Pun- 


- 


C ilio, theſe _ Infidel Miniſters met to accompliſh an 


Affair, whereon depends the Intereſt and Honour of 
their reſpectiye Maſters, the Happineſs of the two 
Kingdoms, and the general Byaſs of all the Weſt. 

There is a little Iſſand form'd by the River Ba- 
daſſoa, call'd the Iſie of Pheaſants, through the Mid- 


dle of which, a Line is drawn, wkich exactly ſepa- 
rates the Territories of both Monarchs. This Place 


was agreed on for the Interview of the Two Mini- 
ſters. Each had his Bridge to enter the Neem 
. 14 1 ; IP at 
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that Part which belong'd to bis Maſter. And over 
the Line of Separation was erected a large Divan or 
Souncil-Room, to be enter d only by two private 
Doors, one out of Cardinal Mazgqrim's **. 85 
rais d on the French Side of the Council-Room, Ay. — 
other out of Don Louis d Aro's Apartment, bujlt. on 
the Spaniſh A 
Each of theſe Miniſters was acromppanatd by ſeve⸗ 

ral Princes and Grandees of the Court, and above ſix- 
ty other ar of Quality, with a Guard of four 
hundred Horſe and. Foot, to: ſecure their Bridges, 
and the Place of © ene In a Word, Things 
were manag' d Uk ſo much Moderation and good 

uceeſs, that the Mareſchal de Gramont was ſent Em- 
baſſador:Extraordinaxy into Spain, and receiy'd at that 
Court with infinite Civilities and Honour. 

The Subject of his Negotiation, . was to treat of 

a Match between the King his Maſter; and the Infants 
of . His Conduct and Addrefs were ſuch, as 
n rocur: 'd' the Catholict King's. Content; And 
from that Time the Marrſchal ge the Infanta 
with more. than ee Submiſſions, Wer s 

her now as the Qseen of France. Soon after, this, 
the Nuptial Contract, and the Peace were mutyall 
Sign'd, to the immenſe Joy of the Su jacts of = 
Sides, who were very TE excha nge the Toils 
and Calamities of War, —_ the Swees aud Profit 
of Peace. 
It will be needleſs, to inſert here all the Articles | 
on which they agreed. Two will be worth the 
Knowledge of the Supreme Divan. And thoſe are, 
the Releale of Charles Duke of Lerrain, on the Spa- 
iſh King's Side; And on the Part of the King of 
France, the Reſtoration of the Prince of Conde to 
the free Poſſeſſion and Enjoyment of all his Eſtates, 
Honours, Dignities, and Privileges, as the firſt Prince 
of the Royal Blood, with the Goverumeut of . ro- 
ie 8 Breſſe, i 9 3, No a 


A little before theſe Articles were Sign'd the 
young Prince of Spain dy'd ſuddenly, not havin 
ſeen twelve Moons. I mention'd the Birth of this 
Royal Infant in one of my Letters, and the extraor- 
dinary Solemnities that were made thereupon b 


Courts. Theſe infidels appear in all Things too paſ- 
ſionately affected with the Glories of our mortal 
State, Which at the Height are but tranſient Sha- 
dows, or ſomething Teſs conſiderable; . 


Aleppo, and that he ſhou'd endeavdyr'to cheat the 
Empire with ſo ſtale an Impoſture, às a Sham Son of 
Amurat. Vet it ſeems he made a conſiderable Prö- 
greſs under this Pretence. Some were glad of No- 
velty, others were frightned out of cheir Allegt- 
ance : Whilſt only a few ſery'd his Intereſt in pure 
. and Hopes to e their * R 
The Country People are generally oppreſs'd b. 

their Sbvertiojirs, Ind tis 8 "Wonder i * they 1915 
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up Arms for one that proniũſes to deliver em from 
their Calamities. This is the uſudl pretext of all 

Innovations in the State, The Soldiers alſo are de- 
frauded of their due Pay; and then they're ready to 
| - Fight under the next General that brings moſt Mo- 
| | ney with him. Neither are there wanting Male-con- 
tents among the Grandees at ſuch Times, to fome 
and abett an Inſurrection, 5 e 
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. All theſe Events proceed from the ill Conduct of 
i the Supreme Miniſters, who alone are reſponſible 
. for the Miſcarriages of the State 
4 Illuſtrious Kaimacham, the Frame of the Ottoman 
i Government is out of Order; I wiſh Fate does not 
#4 pull it in Pieces, as a neceſſary Step to its Amend» 
4 ' ment. * Adieu. N ; Li 4 k 3 2 5 4 41 l 5 i 
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the King of Spain, and his Embaffadors at Foreign 


Im amaz d at the bold Rebellion of the Baſa of 
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yet queſtion, whether thou or thy Predec 
020 ier Man, „ "Tis 2 vaſt Honour indeed. and 
Jed with immenſe Profit, to ſerve in this Stax 
aon iche moſt High, moſt Potent, and moſt i invinci- 
ble Monarch on Earth. But at the ſame Time, there's 
infinite Toil and Fatigue in it, with Abundance of 
Perils. From all which the fortunate Malu is now 
deliver'd, and they are become thy Portion. 
— for him, I cannot but eſteem him Happy, ,in | 
that he has got Permiſſion to retire to his 3 9 5 
Seat, out of the Crowd and Noiſe of the City, and 
from the ſtifling-Buſineſles of State, which choak 
the more innocent and natural. Deli ſphts of the Sonl. 
Now he is fully reſtor'd to the Elements, and to | 
himſelf, ee before, the perpetual Hurry of 1 
the Court, made him in Part a Stranger to both: 
For there a Man inſenſibly loſes Acquaintance with 
his own moſt intimate. Affections. His Spirit is 
alienated amidſt the Multiplicity of his Concerns; 
tis ſtretch'd' on the Rack of Ten Thouſand Cares 
and Inquietudes; 3 tis divided, ſhatter' d and rent 
in Pieces. 

Beſides, were he as free from PI difliating 
Thoughts as a Santone; yet the very Neceſlity of 
living always in a City, was enough to render him 
Miſerable, For I eſteem ſuch a Confinement, no 
better than aPriſon at Large; and. not far from be- 
ing buried Alive. 

| "Tis true, Conſtantinople has the Advantage of all 
f the Cities in the World, for the Delightfulneſs « of 
3 | itz 
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12 Letters grit by Vol. VI. 
its Situation ; the Houſes wa % 1 inter” 


mix'd with far Gardens, An IO refreſh'd 
with cold Breezes from * = ry ooks at a Di- 


like 2 Towufin a W008 > QFone, may 295 


a Forreſt compos'd of linayets, an Eyp reſſes. 


The Terraſſes afford agreeable Proſpt ets bf wing 
neighopuring Fields and Mountains: Kad tis 

ſant to ſtand on the Water-ſide, and view the innu 
merable Variety of Boats and Vellels' failing fror 
one Port to eher, With all the other Divertiſe- 


ments 'on the Sea, and the beautiful Mixture 8 Pa- 


laces and Groves, 'Chioſes and Gardens, Seraglio's 8 
and Villages which” grace che oppoſite, Shoar, '0 
Oneen of Cities, Miſtreſs of e, of Na- 
tions, Commandreſs and Sanctuary of the xt E arth, ? 
Thrice happy. ſhou'd I count my felf, if 1 might 
have the Favour to. reſide Within thy venerable 


Walls; and 'exchang e thi olluted ociet of In dels, 
for that'of 1 True Bel e 0 * 1 8 
How often do I. languiſh” to "ee the. glitteft ing 
Cteſcents, the triumphant” Enſigns of the Orromans 
on the Tops of the Minarets in the Imperial City? 
Hbw oft do 1 wiſh my {elf 3 pr. oſtrate on the Carpets 
of the Sacred M ance. in the devout Aſſemblies of 


the Faithful, oring th e Eternal in Perfection of 


Santi? Whereas, © Fi Ip forc'd to go into the 


Temples of Idolaters, to knee and ROW down before 
Stocks and Statues, to Join. ſeeming with Unbelie- 
vers, and pray to that Which has no te nor Senſe, 
nor Power. 

How do 1 envy the Bleffed' State of the meaneſt 
Artizan in Conſtantinople, who daily feeds on the 
wholfome Pillaw of the Eaſt, and drinks the de- 
lectable Sherbets, or Waters tinctur d with the rich 
Fruits of Greece? Whereas, I am compe el'd to eat 
Meats forbidden by our holy Prophet, and to render 
my Soul execrabſe by an impure and prophane 
Piet, or 1 muſt ſtarve. For, theſe Uncircumcis'd 


are 
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are more abominable than Ravens and Fultures, to 
whom the moſt filthy Carrion is a Dainty, And to 
cloak their Uneleanneſs, they corrupt their own 
Goſpel, and forge a Toleration from the Meſſias him- 
ſelt, As if chat Holy Prophet, who in every the leaſt 
Tittle obey d the Law of Moſes, and fer. himſelf as 
an Example for his Followers to imitate, cou'd be 
guilty of contradicting thoſe Divine Precepts, and 
running counter to his own Practice, in recom- 
mending Luclæeanneſs and Eibertiniſm.. No: The ad- 
mirable Son of Mary, was the moſt temperate and 
abſtemious Man in the World, and both in his 
Words and Actions preach'd up'thoſe Vertues to 
- others; having often expreſly declar'd to his Diſcz- 
ples, That he came not to aboliſh the Law, but to refine 
and perſect it. ii | N z 4 


He was Circumtiſed on the . orc after his 
Nativity, according to the Injundtion of Moſes, and 
the cone Practiee of the Sons df Hrarl. In a 
Word, through the whole Courfe öf his Life, he 
teyer deviated from the Traditions of his Fathers, 
the Seniors of the Houſe of Jacob. SCN ” vir 87 
Tis true, he frequently argued againſt the ma- 
ny trivial Superſtitions of tlie Phariſees, who evacu- 
ated rhe more effential Points of the Law, by ſu- 


* 
1 


perinducing a Number of W Ceremonies: 
But he never open'd his Mouth againſt any poſitive 
Precept; fuch as were thofe Which linitell the 
Choice they were to make of Meats; diſtinguiſhing 
the Impure from the Clean. Yet the Chriſtians de- 
lude themfelves with a- falſe Belief, that he gave 
em a Diſpenſation to eat any Thing without Cau- 
tion or Referve, „ 
Hence it is, that they defile themſelves witff 
Swine's Fleſh and creeping Things, and Blood is in all 
their 'Diſhes. - They ſeruple not to eat of that which 
died of it ſelf, and banquet as freely. with "what 
was knock'd down or ſtrangled, as we wou'd »> 


and it makes me burn 
- Conſtantinople. 
Yet, after a 


Miſerable, 


I perceive by 
to know the Ch 


eſſible Joy and Ma 


t the King of Sweden is dead, and 
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with the Fleſh of a Beaſt that was kill'd in pronoun- 

cing the Name of God. The Shambles here: afford 
no other. Proviſion. but ſuch as this; and he that 
will not eat that which is an Abomination to a 
_ Muſſulman, muſt be contented with Herbs. This I 

reckon as one of the greateſt of my Misfortunes, 
with Deſire to return to 


all, I ſhou'd think my ſelf far more 
Happy, it I might have the Liberty to fpend the. 
reſt of my Days in my natiye 
in Admirer I am o 


Country: So great 
an Admire a Rural Life and Solitude, And 
tis for this Reaſon, I count thy Predeceſſor a happy 
Man, in having the Privilege 
ment; where he may take Breath from the vain Im- 
portunity and Buſtle of Mortals. f 
In the mean time, there is a Species 
in thy Employment: And thou can ſt not he call 

liſerable, ſo long as thou acguitteſt thy ſelf fairly, 
and enjoyeſt the Favour of thy Sovereign. . ' ' 
| Letter, that thou art curi 
ers: of Foreign States, with the 
various Intereſts of Naxarene Princes; the Intrigues 
of theſe Weſtern Courts; their Overtures of Peace 
and War; and the different Laws, Maxims, and 

Cuſtoms by which the Peo | Thy 
Converſation with Embaſſadors at the Porte, will fur- 
175 thee with Abundance of uſeful Remarks in 
this Kind: But, ſince thou requireſt me to ſend 

my Obſervations, I will hereafter obey thy Com- 
mands in ſucceſſive Letters. 
Theme for one Diſpatch. 
At preſent, thou may 


of a ſweet Retire- 


of Felicity 


As. 
« 
rious 


le are Govern'd. Thy 


For this is too large a 


ſt receive and regiſter for 
tue News, That the Peace between France and 
Spain has been Sign'd by both Kings, and ſolemnly 

5 5 f c ; i 4 7 +> . 1 3 * 
publiſh'd throughout their Territories, with -Inex-, 
nificence. It is certain alſo, 
the Duke of 
Orleanty 
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Orleance, Uncle to the French King: Which has in 
ſome meaſure qualify'd the Mirth” of the French on 
this Occaſion, Aſſuredly, human Affairs are equal- 
ly checquer'd with Good and Evil. Bliſs comes not 
to us in pure unmix'd Streams. Death keeps an even 
Pace, and knocks as boldly at the Gates of Kings, as 
at the Cottages of the meaneſt Slaves. 

It is the Part of a wiſe Man to be always reſign'd - 
to Heaven, and prepar'd for the worſt Events: As 
for the Beſt, they never come amiſss. 


Paris, 17th of the -34 Moon. : 
f the Year 1606. 


PD Dgnet Oglou. 


— 


3 


Hall I converſe with thee, as Horace us'd to do 
with his Friends, over a Glaſs of generous Wine? 
Let us lay aſide Masks for a while, and diſcourſe 
with open Souls. I believe thou haſt as equal a 
Veneration for our Holy Prophet, as I; and haſt been 
Educated in all the Tenderneſſes of Piety, the Nice- 
ties of Divine Love, as our Mollahs are pleas'd to call 
it. We have been both of us careful to riſe before 
the Sun, and ſay our Oraiſons every Morning in a 
Demy- Trance, that is, half aſleep, and half awake. 
This, no doubt, is a neceſſary Point of Piety. And 
we have been no leſs ſolicitous in obſerving the 
other Four Hours of Prayer, Either of us wou'd 
have accounted it an irreligious Negligence, if we 
had ſeen a Piece of Paper on the Ground, and had not 
ſtoopꝰd to take it up, with Reverence wiping off the 
Dirt, and kiſſing the Tabula Raſa, on which Men 
uſe to write the Name of God. As if twere not an 
5 | _ 7 by equal 
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equal Argument of Reſpect to ſecure from Propha- 
nation, Sticks, Stones, Rags, or any Thing where- 
on *rwere poſſible to Engrave or Print the All-My- 
ſſterious Character; nay, or the very Sands them- 
ſelves, which as ſome ſay, were the Firſt Books on 
Earth. However, if they were not the Firſt, we 
are ſure that in 1 early Ages, Men us'd to ſtam 
their Memoirs, or draw them out in perceptible Fi- 
gures on the Surface of the Earth: Witneſs the old 
Ship-wreck'd Philoſopher,” who being caſt aſhore in 
an unknomun Land, ſoon trac'd. out the Manners of 
the People, by certain Mathematical Impreſſions 
which he found in the Sands: For, he concluded 
theſe to be the very Foot-ſteps of Humanity and 
Vertue. But, to return to the Buſineſs of Religion: 
We have been Obedient to the Inſtructions of our 
Fathers and Tutors; zealous in ee every Pun- 
. Hilio of Traditional Piety. We have Faſt'd, Pray'd, 
Waſh'd, and given Alms, at the appointed Seaſons, 
and in the Manner preſcrib'd by the Law. All theſe, 
I own, are commendable Exerciſes: But, methinks, 
they are not the ſolid and ſubſtantial Parts of True 


Religion. I hate Hypocrifie, and the deyout Wan- 


. tonneſs of thoſe who think to mock God with Cere- 
monies and empty Forms. It were much better to mix 
with, the 1dolatrous Rites of Bacchus (if they deſerve 

that Epither) and rant in Honour of eternal Wine, 

| talk reputed e nay and reform the Model of 
the Univerſe; I ſay, I'd chuſe to do all this, and 
more, rather than cheat my ſelf with empty Hopes 
of gaining Paradiſe, for acting to the Life, the 

Shams of pious Mimickry. $08 
I would not have thee think, that what I have 


now ſaid, proceeds from any Contempt of the 


Eternal Majeſty. e 
Zy thoſe fair Heavens above, and all the Dnmortal 
Spangles of the Sky, I ſwear, there's not a Faculty in 
Mahmut's Soul, which is not fill'd with ne 
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and Veneration, which does not burn with Flames 
of Sacred Love to the adorable Fountain of All 
Things. In a Word, I only ftrive to reſcue my 
Friend from the Attempts of Pious Frauds, the Reli- 


gious Burleſques of our Mollahs and Mufti. | Wo 
Believe, my dear Pgnet, That there is a God, a | nt 
Firſs Cauſe, a Juſt Judge. preſiding over the World : 1 
Believe alſo. his Prophet, the Holy, the Beloved Ma- 11 
homet, the Minion, as I may ſay, of the Ommipotent. i BI 
But, have Tome Faith alſo for the reſt of his Me- 11 
ſengers and Favourites. Let not Hali be thought of | i 1 
without ſome inward Flurries of Devotion. He was 15 
a. Muſſulman, and the Fourth Caileph, tho' his Fol- 1 
lowers be damn'd Heretichs in our Divinity. Had | ll 37 
Right taken Place, perhaps he had been the Firſt of | 
the Vicars, but his Cauſe was ſuperſeded. by his Ab- 1 
ſence, . Let him, and that reſt, till the final oe 
tion. And acknowledge that I have faid too little 
for a Schiai, and not too much for a Sunn. 


I know. no Reaſon alſo, why we. ſhould not re- 
verence the Memories of Mercury, Orpheus, Cadmus, 
Meliſſus, Faunus, and the reſt of the ancient Sages 
and Lau- givers, who inſtructed the Nations of the 
Earth in the Myſteries of Religion, taught them to 
adore one Supreme God, to believe the Immortality of 


C 


the Soul, and to practiſe Good Works. 


What, tho? the Ceremonies of their Worſhip were 
different from ours, and perhaps polluted with an 
unjuſtifiable Adoration of Images? What tho! their 
Altars reek'd with the Blood of ſlain Beaſts, and 
ſometimes ſmoak'd even with Humane Sacrifices 2. 
Theſe Barbarous Rites were not inſtituted by the 
Firſt Oracles of Religion, illuminated Souls, Nuncios 
from God to this Lower World: But, they were after- 
wards ſuper-induc'd, thro? the Corruption of Times, 
the Avarice of Prieſts, and the Superſtition ofthe Peo- 
hp And, for ought we know, our own Hiſtorians 

aye not been Impartial in relating the Truth. __ 
ve, G VV 


| 
1 
} 
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ferent Families and Nations. Both We and our Fa- 
thers, that deſcend from Abraham by Iſmael, and 


the Jews who are his Poſterity by Iſaac, have been 


too favourable to the Off- ſpring of that Beloved: of 
God. We generally entertain and cheriſh a ſpeci- 
fick Pride on the Score of our illuſtrious Pedigree: 
Efpecially the Jews, Who will not allow any People 


on Earth to be their Equals, either in Point of An- 
tiquity, the Nobility of their Race, or the innumer- 


able Multitude of their Brethren. Whereas they con- 


ſider not, that they are diſpers'd'up and down over 


the whole Earth, like Sheep without a Shepherd, not 
permitted to poſſeſs a Cubit of Land which they 
can call their own : Condemn'd, hated, and made 
4 Proverbial Scoff among all Nations: Infamous 
Vagabonds, Uſurers, Slaves and Pimps to other 
Mens Pleaſures: Men of no Fame or Character: 
Finally, in their preſent Circumſtances, the moſt 


Spurious and Ignoble of all the Sons of Adam, ex- 


cept the Kafars of Ethiopia, who feed on the Guts 
and Dung of Beaſts. VVV 
is true indeed their Anceſtors made a conſide- 


1 


rable Figure in the World in the Days of Solomon, 


and other Victorious Kings, during their Poſſeſſion 
of Paleſtine. And yet in in thoſe very Timęs, they 
were often humbled and led away into Captivity, 
by the more Fortunate Kings of. e and 
Aſſyria, and afterwards ſubdu'd by the Grecians; till 


at laſt they were totally ruined, their Cities laid 


Waſte, their Temple burnt to Aſhes, and their Coun- 
try quite diſpeopled by the Romans. . 
If we aſcend yet higher to their celebrated Mi- 
gration out of Egypt, of which their own Hiſtorians 
make ſuch a Noiſe, and tell ſo many fabulous Won- 
ders: We {hall find a very mean and contempti- 


ble Character given of em by Egyptian” Writers, 
g y 


and thoſe other Nations, Men of as great Autho- 
. | 22 rity 


ha. 
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rity as Joſephus, or any other Jewiſh Hiſtorian. Ma- 
net hos, a Prieſt of Egypt, calls em a Crew of Leprous 
and Naſty People, and ſays, they were expell'd the 
Country by Amenophis then Reigning, and driven 
into Syria; their Captain being Moſes an. Egyptian 
Prieſt. A like Relation we have from Cheremon, 
an Author of good Credit among the Greeks, who 
tells us, That in che Reign of Amenophis, Two 
Hundred and Fifty Thouſand Lepers were forcibly 
baniſh'd our of Egypt, under the Conduct of T. 
ſithen and Peteſerh (i. e. Moſes and Aaron.) And tho“ 
other Writers differ in the Name of the K ing then 
Reigning in Egypt, yet all agree in aſſerting the 
IJraelites to be a naſty Sort of People, over- run 
with Scabs and Infectious Boils, and that they were 
eſteem'd the Scum and Filth of the Nation. Tacitus, a 
Roman Writer of unqueſtionable Authority, adds, 
That Moſes, one of the Exil'd Lepers, being a Man 
of Wit and Reputation among them, when he ſaw 
the Grief and Confuſion of his Brethren, bid them 
be of good Chear, and neither truſt the Gods or 
Men of Egypt, but only eonfide in him, and obey 
his Counſel =: For that he was fent from Heaven to 
be their Conductor out of this Calamity, and to Pro- 
tect them from all their Enemies. Upon which, 
the People not knowing what Courſe to take, ſur- 
rendred themſelves wholly to his Diſpoſal; from 
which Time he became their Captain and Law-giver, 
leading them through the Deſarts of Arabia, where 
they committed great Rapine and Spoil, putting 
Man, Woman and Child to the Sword, burning 
their Cities, and laying all Things doſolate. Dear 
Dgnet, What could be ſaid worſe of a Company of 
Robbers and Banditti ? e ; 
.. Moſes is gone to Paradiſe, and when I mention 
his Name, it is with a profound Reverence ; for, he- 
was the Greateſt of the ancient Prophets. Vet give 
me leave to have ſome Regard for my own Reaſon. 
. 03 git He 
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He was but a Mortal as well as I; and without doubt, 


for him to poſſe 


felt, the Methods of Conqueſt, 
which ſhould know no E Gd. 
IJ am not Ambitious, nor would I tempt thee to 


— 


was not exempt from human Frailties. He had the 
Advantage to be Educated in the College of the Royal 
Prieft at Memphis, which none of his Nation could 
boaſt of beſides himſelf. Suffer me to tell thee my 
Thoughts frankly,” and without Diſguife. Magick 


and Aſtrology were the only Sciences then in Vogue: 


And he being perfectly vers'd in all the 'Myſteries 
and Secrets of Egyprian Wiſdom, 'twas no hard Task 
s the Rude and Ignorant Sons of 
Jacob, with a profound Attach and Veneration for 
his Perſon : And in that diftreſs'd Condition, to 
mold their flexible Spirits ro what Diſcipline he 
Peary OUR TONE 0s . 
Suſpect me not for an Infidel or an Atheiſt, be- 


cauſe I diſcourſe with this Freedom. I have heard 


ſome of our Mollahs ſay a great deal more in their 
private Converſation. And 'tis a ſuperſtitious Ti- 
merouſneſs, not to be bold in the Exerciſe of our 
Reaſon, which taught even the be. rows Moſes him- 

J getting a Fame 


aſpire at an undue Grandeur : But let us not be leſs 


than our ſelves, that is, Men. There is no Reaſon 


we ſhould be impos'd upon by Fabulous Reports of 
Intereſs'dand Deſigning, Writers: Or that we ſhould 
give Faith to every credulous ; Fool. Doubtleſs, 
there were many Nations eſtabliſn'd on Earth before 


the Iſraelites; and Great Prophets, who were not of 
the Lineage of Abrahim. The Date of the Olympiads 


is much more certain to a Day, nay, to an Hour, 


than the Hejira of the Iſraelites : Since the Former 


is demonſtrated by the Eclipſes of the Sun and Moon, 
interwoven by the Gentile Hiſtorians, in the Body of 
their Hiſtory; whereas the Latter is defective in 
this material Point, and is expos'd to a Thouſand 
Diſputes among Writers. I 


J 
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My Friend, let not thou and I trouble our felyes 
with needleſs Controverſies, or be zealous for 
Things of no Moment; but adoring. One God, and 
believing what is Rational, we may poſſeſs our 
Souls in Tranquillity and Peace. 
Faris, 11th of the 5th Moon, 


e the Tear 1660. 


LETTER VII. 
To the Kaimacham. 


T lengrh, after a long Alienation, the Prince of 
Conde is reſtor'd ro the King's Fayour : For 
which, he is oblig'd to the King of Spain. I have 
already intimated in one of my Letters, That this 
was agreed on in the Treaty of Peace between theſe 
Two Crowns, as an Article Equivalent to that of 
the Duke of Lorraiz's Releaſe, ſollicited by the King 
of France. Now 'tis put in Execution, and the 
Rebel Prince is receiv'd with Abundance of Carefles, 
by the King, Queen-Mother, Cardinal Mazarim, and 
the whole Court. pie | e 
le is counted the valianteſt Man of this Age; 
and was ſo pronounc'd long ago by the Mareſchal 
Turenne, who is a Soldier of no mean Character 
both for his Judgment and Courage, He was once 
_ extreamly beloy'd by all the French. But his Wild- 
neſs and Inconſtancy, with the deſtructive Effects of 
the Civil Wars which he rais'd, chang'd their Aﬀe- 
ctions for a while into Indifference, Coldneſs, and 
III Will. But now all's well again. 1 £/ 
He and his Brother the Prince of Conti, ſeldom 
agreed, being often the Heads of contrary Parties, 
during the Minority of this King. And the Younger 
5 C4 being 
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being crump-ſhoulder'd, Conde us'd to be a little 
Sarcaſtick upon him, - threatning to ſhave his un- 
courtly Back into the Faſhion with his Sword. 
It is certain, the Prince of Conde was very wild 
and profuſe when Loung, but now he begins to 
take ſoberer Meaſures, During his Father's Life, he 
was call'd the Dake of Enguien. And to reflect on 
the Parſimony of the Old Prince, he us'd to take 
ſeveral Handfuls of Gold with one Hand, and fill a 
Purſe, ſaying, This is my Father's Practice. Then he 
would turn the Purſe upfide down with tother 
Hand, and ſcattering the Gold among his Favourites, 
would add, This is my Humour. 5 . 
Once as he was paſſing on Foot through a Town 


* * - i 
in France, under his Father's Government ; the | P 5 
chief Magiſtrate of the Place, who was an old Man, 1 
met him, and began to make an Oration with the Raten 
beſt Rhetorick he could. But the Prince being in a ö 

, | 3 the P; 
frolickſome Humour, took Advantage of a very IIlu 


low Conge the old Gentleman made him, and leap'd 8 
over his Head, and ſtood ſtill behind him. The 
Magiſtrate not taking any Notice of this wild Prank, 
turn'd very gravely about, and addreſs'd himſelf "Par 
with a new Obeiſance, but not ſo low as the former. 1 
However, the nimble. Prince catch'd him upon the 


Half-bent, and ſetting his Hands on the old Mon- rae 
ſieur's Shouldiers, whipt over again the ſecond el 
Time; which quite ſpoil'd his intended Speech, to 4 
the great Diverſion of all the Spectators. | 7 
In his Youth he was much addicted to Women, 
and took a peculiar Delight in debauching Nuns: T Be 
Which occaſion'd the Queen- Mother to reflect on eſt 
him ſomething ſatyrically once, when he inform'd ien 
her that the Siſſe Soldiers were guilty of great Diſ- PN 
orders, ſome of them getting into the Nunneries, N 
and violating the Challity of thoſe Conſecrated eldeſt 
Females, For the Queen replied, F you had told me Cc, Fug 
they broke into the Mine- Cellars, I would believe * 3 N 
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for the Suiſſes are all known Drunkards. But as for 
Amours with, Nuns, none ſo likely to male em as the 
%% fo al 88 
However, all that I have faid, hinders. not but 
that he is now a prudent Man, a good General, and: 
Fortunate in recovering his Sovereign's Favour. 
In a Word, this Court is ſo overjoy'd at the Mar- 
riage of the- King with the Infanta of Spain, that the 
have no Room left for peeviſn Reſentments. All 
Crimes are forgiven. And the Devil himſelf would: 
be welcome at the Wedding, provided he would be 
debonair, and good Company, 
_ "The Nuptials are only . by Proxy: as yet: 
But here are vaſt Preparations making for the com- 
pleating the Ceremony a 
What the Iſſue of this Marriage and Pearce will be,, 
tis not eaſy to divine: But I doubt, the Chriſtians are 
hatching Evil againſt the Ottoman Porte, in regard all 
the Princes in Europe are coming to an Agreement. 
IIluſtrious Raimacham, let not this Intimation 
paſs away as a Dream. For I tell thee again, theſe 
Inſidels are plotting of Miſchief. e 


Paris, 1/f of the 7th Moon. 
e the Year 1660. 
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Believe thou wilt now receive from me the earli- 

eſt News of a mighty Change, a ſurprizing Revo- 
lution in the Engliſih Government. Know then, that 
he whom. I have ſo often mention'd under the Ti- 
tle of King of the Scots in my formen Letters, the 
eldeſt Son and r12hrfiul Heir of the Britiſh Kingdoms, 
Charles II. is reſtored to the Throne of his Fathers, 
wth. | C 5 | with 


A 
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without Violence or Blood-ſhed, by the Unanimous 


Conſent and Earneſt Deſire of his Subjects. 
This young Prince has been an Exile for Twelve 


Tears in Foreign. Courts, and has heard of as many 


e Alterations in the Ra of his ar, du- 
ring his Abſence ; every C e producing a New 
Forks of voi Fiche, The Reif had ar de all 
Ariſtotle's Politicks, and the various Models of Plato 
and other Philoſophers, who treated of Common- 
2vealths, to find out ſuch Patterns as beſt ſuited with 
the Neceſſities and Genius of that Nation. There is 
not a Species of Ariſtocraty, Democracy, and Oligarchy 


which they did not put in Practice to ſupport the 


Frame of that Government, whoſe Baſis they had re- 
moy'd ; for it was founded on a Monarchy of a long 


and hereditary Deſcent. - And therefore all their 


moſt artificial Contrivances were ineffectual, and 
they might as well have endeayoured to make But- 
treſſes for a Caſtle in the Air. In a Word the En- 
gliſh found themſelves ſo disjointed and weaken'd 
by Civil Wars, Taxes, and the other uſual Effects of 
Uſurpation and Tyranny, that they had no other Way 
left to fave their Nation from utter Ruine, but by 
bringing their lawful Ring back again, who is the 
Angular Stone whereon all their Welfare and Inte- 
reſt is built. e e 
There is one Thing remarkable in this Turn of 
Engliſh Affairs, That their Sovereign landed and 
made his Triumphant Entry into that Iſland, on 


the Anmverſary Day of his Birth. Which puts me in 
Mind of what is generally diſcourſed here at Paris; 


That on the Day of his Nativity, there was ſeen a 
bright Star in the Heavens, when the Sun was juſt 


above the Meridian. From hence the Aſtrologers of 


thoſe Times predicted great Things concerning 
him. And thoſe of the preſent Age, who have 


| ſeen his Fortunate Return to his Kingdoms, preſage 


Jet greater Events to come. 


Goa 
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_ God only knows what Embryo's are in the Womb 
of Futurity; and we Muſſulmans have no Reaſon to 
rejoyce at the Grandeur of any of theſe Infidel Prin- 
ces. Yet ſuch a Sign as that of a Star appearing at 
Noon-Day, juſt over the Place where a mighty 
Queen was in Labour with a Prince, has ſomet hing 
in it Extraordinary, and full of Promiſing Circum- 
ſtances. It was an Appearance of this Nature which 
render'd the Birth of the Meſſias ſo Illuſtrious, tho” 
otherwiſe obſcure enough; when the Eaſtern Magi, 
directed by ſuch a Star, came and found Mary the 
Mother of Jeſus in a Stable, and the Infant Prophet 
lying in a Manger, inſtead of a Cradle. So we are 
told, That Eclipſes of the Sun portend the Misfor- 
tune or Death of Great Perſonages; and that alt 
other Prodigies, whether in Heaven or Earth, have 
their proper Signification. | wy 
But whether theſe Obſervations be true or no, 
tis certain this late baniſhed Prince, is return'd with 
Abundance of Splendor and Adyantage to his Na- 
tive Royal Poſſeſhons. And I thought it would be 
a Grand Neglect in me, to let one Poſt-Day paſs, 
before I gave thee an Account of a Revolution ſo 
aſtonifhing to all Europe, and which is like to give 
a New Turn to the Affairs of moſt Chriſtian Prin- 
ces and States. k Fe. 
Befides, I know there is an Ambaſſador from Eng- 
land, reſiding at the Auguſt Porte; which deter- 
mines the „ of all the Nations on Earth. 
There are alfo Abundance of Engliſb Merchants in 
the Imperial City. They may have Feuds among 
one another. The Intereſt of ſome of them is join'd 
with that of the Engliſh Rebels; others are for their 
King. Therefore knowing of his Reſtoration, thou 
wilt be better able to adjuſt all Matters of this 
Natute, according to Reaſon, Equity, and the Ho- 
nour of the Majeſtick Porte. For this King makes al- 
ready a greater Figure than any of his eb 
| | a 
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and therefore his Friendſhip is not to be con- wou 
The Care of theſe Things reſts on thee, who art Al 
the Vicar's Vicar of the Vicegerent of Gl. ever 
Paris, 3d of the 7th Moon. ©: | Pear 

| 5 . can 
of the Year 1660. | 5 Neige 
— 8 — nn — | jets 
„ RIOT 5 . ö and 
To Mehemet, an exil d Eunuch, at Caire ä 1125 
„ He 

V „ Soul 
H that 1 were in one of the Pyramids near the into 
| City where thou reſideſt, ſhut up in tremen- cauſ 
dous Darkneſs, in the moſt obſcure and horiible and 
Vault of the Royal Pile! That I might converſe with adm 
the Ghoſts of Egyptian Kings, hug. Demons in my is lat 
Arms, and run the Gerit with Hobgoblins and all the Soul. 

Spirits of the Night round the Tomb of Cheops, or up of 
and down the TiGmal Galleries, or in the Neſt of thi 

Bats, Screech-Owls, Harpies, and the reſt of the wing- am 
ed Monſters, the excrementitious Spawn of humane Man 
Souls, or at leaſt the Superfetation of pickled Car- Han 
caſſes, repoſited there for Eternal Mummies, ſome yet 
of them Pare Noah's Flood, and the reſt after, if then 
the Story be true. God knows whether it be or no: Sopl 
That's nothing to me: But I have a ſtrong Inclina- awa 
tion to try what I can find in thoſe Antique Monu- men 
ments, after all the Search of ſo many Travellers. 1 Adn 
have a ſpecifick Sort of Melancholy upon me, 'two 
which cannot be vented any other Way, than by ford 
keeping Company with the Dead, or having Ten Poet: 
hundred thouſand ugly rampant Spirits dancing the « 
their” Infernal Meaſures about me, and grinning £00 
like Baboons of Hell, Oh God! How 'twould ſet 2 
me a Laughing? An Entertainment of this Nature my 


a | would 
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would eaſe my Spleen, and reftore me to a good 
Halhean: fn nd hire te: ; ATTN 
Are there no Beings extant, but thoſe which are 


every Day expos'd to our Senſes? Or, is Nature 


poorer than the Imagination of a Mortal, which 
can form the Ideas of an Infinity of Creatures that 
he never ſaw? I am cloy'd with the Crambe of Ob- 
jects and Joys which theſe narrow Elements afford, 
and therefore would fain gro e out ſome new and 
untry'd World, to find Refrethment'in. 
But oh, my Mehemet, when I look toward the 
Heavens, and behold the Moon and Stars; when my 
Eye is loſt in the boundleſs Firmament, and m 

Soul can find no Limits to the Univerſe; then I ſir 
into my ſelf, full of Humility and Confuſion, be- 
cauſe I have injuriouſly reproach'd the Omnipotent, 
and caſt Obloquies on his Works. For all Things appear 
admirably Beautiful and Perfect, and the leaſt Atome 
is large enough to afford Apartments for a thouſand 
Souls. Every Thing in Nature is pregnant and full 
of F Wonders: Vet I cannot be free from 
the 
am ſometimes the ſaddeſt and moſt melancholy 
Man in + logs I take all Things by the wron 
Handle, look on them through falſe Opticks, an 
yet perſuade my ſelf I am in the Right, and ſee 
them in their true Complexion. Such is the fatal 
Sophiſtry of this black and ſullen Paſſion : It takes 
away the Guſt and Reliſh of the ſweeteſt Enjoy- 
ments. And if the Contagion could poſſibly find 
Admittance among the Bleſs'd above; ſurel 
'twould render their Paradiſe. a Hell, and would at- 
ford ſome Ground for the Fiction of the ancient 
Poets, who brought up the Uſe of Nepenthe among 
the Gods, to appeaſe their Choler, and put em in a 
good Humour. | 27% $1 

I know not what that Drink was: But J tell thee, 
my Nepenthe is a Glaſs of good Languedock * 

| whic 


e Hypochondriack Fits at certain Seaſons. 1 


+ been in Medea's Cauldron, _ V 
What ſignifies it to pretend Sanctity in our 
Words and Exteriour Carriage, whilſt at the ſame 

Time we are ready to burſt with Malice, Pride, 


Ss 
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which is as rich, and far more delicious than the 


Wines of Tenedos and Mitylene. I once could boaſt of 


another Method to ſubdue my Melancholy, by giving 
Battle to my Thoughts in open Field; but now 1 


am fain to have recourſe to Stratagems and Ambuſ- 
cades, trepanning the ugly, hideous Monſters out 
of their ſtrong Retrenchments and Faſtneſſes in 


the Spleen, by 2 Frolicks and Wine, Vo- 
c * 


men and Muſi I bury. all Care in profound 


| Sleep, the Effect of brisk and free Drinking: And 


then I awake as merry as a Lark; as young as if I'd 


Ambition, Avarice, and a Thouſand more Vices : 


- Whereas Wine, ſeaſonably drank, eures all theſe 


Diſtempers of the Soul, makes a Miſer liberal, a 
cruel Man tender, a ſpightful Fellow kind ; melts 
ſtiff and haughty Spirits into a wonderful Softneſs 


Ack Complaiſance: In fine, it makes a Lamb of a 


Lion, and changes a Vulture to a Doye, purifying 
and transforming Souls into a Temper wholly Di- 
vine,” = 9 85 5 8 
Why then ſhould we be ty'd to Laws of Morality, 
never pratis'd by thoſe who made them! All the 


Philoſophers were boon Companions, and our Holy 


Prophet himſelf privately drank the Juice of the 
Grape. Our Emperours and Grandees do the ſame. 
The only Reaſon why they forbid it to their Sub- 
jects, is, leſt they ſhould grow too Wiſe, and ſtrive 


to ſhake off the Yoke : For Wine elevates the Spi- 


rits, emboldens the Heart, and transforms a Slave 
to a Lord in his own Conceit. For Want of this 
Liquor, all Nations where the Vine grows not, have 


found out one Beverage or another, as efficacious 
to relieve Melancholy, and drive away Sorrow 


from the Heart. The Chineſe make Wine of Rice. 


In 


*%% 
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In my Country they have another intoxicating 


Drink compounded with certain Roots. The ſame 
is uſed in ſome Parts of Perſia. In theſe Weſtern 


' Provinces, they brew divers Sorts of Strong Liquors 
of Wheat, Barley, Honey, Moloſſa's, and other 
Ingredients. And they make Wine of Apples, 
Pears, Cherries, Currans, and moſt Fruits that grow. 
I tell thee, my Friend, there's no living, unleſs we 
ſometimes give Nature a New Ferment to rouze 
ere et ORE ee CON 

Vet let us practiſe a due Mediocrity, remembrin 

that God gave us theſe Things for our Health ane 


Refrefhment, and not for our Bane. In a Word, 


Mehemet, let us be Merry and Wile. 


Paris, 26th of the 8th Moon, 
of the Tear 1660. 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
e the Ottoman Empire. 


Have taken ſome Pains; turn'd over a great ma- 
1 ny Memoirs of old Courtiers, and convers'd with 
not a few now living, who can remember the Days 
of Henry IV. that ſo I may comply with thy Order, 
and oblige thee with ſome Remarks on the Life of 
that Prince, who' tho' he had but a little Body, yet 
like another Alexander, had ſo yaſt a Soul, and per- 
form'd ſuch illuſtrious Actions, as deſeryedly faſt- 
'en'd on him the Title of Great, and made him be 
eſteem'd the Arbiter of all Europe. 
It is obſerv'd of him, that he was always Un- 
fortunate in his Wives; yet they relate a pretty 
. | W Paſſage 


\ ® 


Ho 


1 40 Letters writ by Vol. VI. Vol 
= Paſſage of his firſt Wife, Margaret of Valois, which 3 ih: 
N ſeems to contradict that Remark. © moſt 
N He was then a Proteſtant, and only King of Na- Tt wa 
; varre, when the famous Maſſacre of Paris was com- That | 
jj mitted, with Deſign to. murder. him among the  Frient 
11 reſt of his Religion. But being aware of this, when Thing 
_ he heard the Aſſaſſins making toward his Chamber, et 
i where he ſate with the Queen, he hid himſelf un- his P. 
. der her Garments as ſhe ſate in her Chair. The Vil- laritie 
1 lains ruſhing in, ask'd for the King. She with a to en 
. e of Spirit, told em, He went out from with 
=_ Her in a Paſſion. They ſeeming ſatisfy' d, went away ſeeing 
=. without doing any farther Hurt. Which occaſion'd ITED 
1 a common Jeſt, That Queen Margaret's. Smock ſav'd ordin: 
. King Henry's Life, „„ In mad, 
= This Woman was call'd the Minerva and Venus of 2 
i] France, on the Score of her Learning and Amours, King” 
b never. denying any Thing to her Lovers, and being. ty tho 
6 ſeldom without Men of Science in her Company. In a Lad 
b! 2 Word, King Henry look'd on himſelf as a noted I h. 
| Cuckold, and ſo gave her a Bill of Diverce, Her own this P, 
A Mother Katharine de Medicis, was call'd the Fourth Now 
5 Faw of Hell, - D752 5, 5 to wh 
8 It is recorded of this Lady, that ſhe practis d AI 1 
Wo much with Wizards and Magicians, who in an En- walkir 
1 chanted Glaſs, ſhew'd her who ſhou'd Reign in | Beary, 
8 France for, the Time to come. Firſt appear'd this Heu- the Ri 
4 ry. IV. then Lewis XIII. next Lewis, XIV. and after which 
1 him a Pack of Jeſuires, who, ſhould aboliſh the Ma- ran vie 
9 narchy, and govern the Nation tkemſelves. This Glaſs The 
1 is to be ſeen in the King's Palace to this Day. Dk writ d 
1 As for Henry IV's Second Wife, tis ſaid, he ne- which 
"th ver enjoy'd a peaceable Hour with her, but when ſhe. 1 
1 was aſleep. They often fought together, and ſhe Ravail 
8 ſpar'd not ſometimes, to beat and ſcratch him even patches 
8 in his Bed, ſo that he has been: forc'd to quit the ing In 
* Field, and take Sanctuary in another Chamber. All 
A This, Prince was tax'd with Ingratitude towards his Ka 
4 h „ moſt . 
of 
1 _ 
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moſt faithful Servants, and Want of Liberality to all. 
It was a common Saying of his Predeceſſor Henry III. 


That he ſhar'd his Kingdom with his Loyal Servants and 
Friends. But Henry IV. lov'd not to part with any 
Thing which he could 5 8 


Vet he was very obliging to his Miſtreſſes, and 
his Paſhon for them carried him into many 1rregu-- 


larities. He was ſo deeply enamour'd of one, that 
to enjoy her he ſign'd a Promiſe of Marriage to her 


with his own Blood; which one of his Favourites 


ſeeing, tore the Paper in Pieces. The King being 
incens'd at that, ſwore by the Belly of St. Gris, an 
ordinary Oath with him, that this Perſon was 
mad. Yes, reply'd he, but 1 wiſh I were the only mad 


Man in the Kingdom, Thereby reflecting on the 
King's Extravagancy. Another Time he gave Fit- 


ty thouſand Crowns, for one Night's Enjoyment of 
a Lady. | DC 1 
I have many Years ago ſpoke of the Death of 


this Prince in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte. 
Now I will acquaint thee with one Circumſtance, 


to which I was then a Stranger. 


It happen'd, that the Vice-Roy of Navarre, was 


walking with ſeveral Nobles in the Meadows of 
Bearn, a Town under his Juriſdiction, walh'd by 

the River Pau. When on a ſudden all the Cows, {ot 
which there was a great Number in thoſe Fields) 
ran violently into the River, and were there'drown'd, 
The Vice- Roy being aſtoniſh'd at this, as at a Prodigy, 
writ down the Pay and Hour when it happen'd, 
which prov'd exactly the very ſame Time to a Mi- 
nute, when Henry IV. was ſtabb'd in his Coach by 
Ravaillac; as the Vice-Roy was ſoon certify'd'by Diſ- 


patches, which he receiv'd from the Court, contain- 


ing Intelligence of that Tragedy. | bg, 
All this may be pure Chance, for ought I know; 
but there are e chat of Symptoms of Og 
a Legs e . 2 TE elſe. 
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elſe. As for Man, he is wholly a Stranger to him- 
ſelf, and the ſecret Operations of his own Soul are 
hid from him. How then can he know the Na- 
tures of other Things, or be familiarly acquainted 


with the occult Diſpoſitions of Beaſts ? The leaft 
Worm or Inſect baffles our ſevereſt Scrutiny, and we 


are loſt in the Speculation of their Embryo's. The 
moſt ſilent and inanimate. Beings, proclaim aloud 
the Folly of our boaſted Science: Every Atom in 
Nature, ridicules our beſt Philoſophy. Who then will 


pretend to unriddle the more uncommon Myſteries 


of Providence, or trace the Footſteps of Eternal De- 

tiny ? ' Hiſtorians ſpeak variouſly. of this Parricide. 
Some fay, the Villain was approy'd of at the Court 
of Rome, and that he was there rank'd in the Num- 
ber of Martyrs, Tis certain, he underwent as hor- 
rible a Death, as the Wit of Man could invent, to 
puniſh his matchleſs Treaſon. And it ſeems, the 
Judges that examin'd him, were either afraid, or 


aſham'd to divulge what they heard from his 


Mouth: Obliging themſelves by an Oath to eter- 
nal Secrecy. > Ravaillac himſelf own'd, that he had 
twice before attempted to kill the King, but was 
thruft back by one of his Nobles, who ſuſpected 
ſome ill Deſigns in his Looks. | 
tan from the Rage of Mutineers, from a Jewiſh 
Phyſician, and from the common Diſaſters of Hu- 
mane Life, And the Care of his Attendants will pre- 
vent the ſudden Strokes of a deſperate Aﬀaſſin. 


5 Paris, 25th of the 8th Moon, 
e the Year 1660. 
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Sage Hamer, may God preſerye our glorious Sal- 
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LETTER XL. 
Jo Muſtapha, Berber Aga. | 


J as ſome Cities of Aſia are at an Eclip/e of the 
Moon, or as Conſtantinople is during the Faſt of Ra- 
mezan. "Tis near Midnight, and yet here's ſuch a 
Medley of Noiſes compounded of the loud Accla- 


mations of Mortals, the Ringing of Bells, Beat of 


Drums, Sound of Trumpets, and other Muſical 
Inftruments, with the Thunder of Sky-Rockets, 
Guns, and other Fire-works, that a Body would 
think one's Self in a Battle or a Siege. | 


The Occaſion of all this, is the publick Entry of 


the New-married King and Queen, it being the Firſt 
Time they have ſeen Paris ſince the Nuptials. Nei- 
ther my Tongue nor Pen are able to expreſs to the 
Life, the inimitable Pomp and Magnificence. that 
have appear d to Day in the Royal Train, and in the 


Preparations which the City made to receive them. 
The Luſtre of Silver, Gold, and Precious Stones, 


dazled one's Eyes from all Parts; and I could have 
wiſh'd for a Muſſulman Army, to have been at the 
Plunder of ſuch immenſe Riches. Yet there were 
Forty thouſand of the Citizens, and King's Guards 
in Arms, to augment the Glory of the Day. 1775 

- The Monarch with his Royal Spouſe, appeared 
ſeated on a Majeſtick Throne, all glittering with 
Gold and Diamonds. It was rais'd on High, and 


there were ſeveral Steps or Degrees to afcend up to 


it, On theſe were placed the Princes of the Blood, 


the Dukes and Peers of the Realm, with other Gran- 


dees and Nobles; as alſo Princeſſes, Dutcheſſes, and 
Ladies of the firſt Quality. | | | 


 *Twas at the Foot of this Throne, there were 
made innumerable” Speeches, and Congratulatory 


1 City ns as fol of Rolla and Lig 8, 
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Addreſſes by the Priefts and Monks of all Orders, by 
the Students in the Academy, and by the ſeveral 
Companies of Tradeſmen. But, that which was moſt 
ſurprizing, a certain ſtrange Maid utter'd ſeveral Ora- 


tions in Latin, Greek, French, and Spaniſh, wherein ſne 


maägnify'd the King's heroick Undertakings, his 
wonderful Succeſſes, great Wiſdom and Courage, 
with other Vertues, Which ſhe made the Subject of 
her Panegyrick. She alſo no leſs extoll'd the Queen's 
matchleſs Beauty, the Greatneſs of her Birth, the 


royal Endowments of ber Mind; and concluded 


with reflecting on the Joy of all Europe, for this 
illuſtrious Match, and Alliance of two the moſt po- 
tent Crowns in Chriſtendom, . 


She deliver'd her ſelf with ſuch an incomparable 


Grace and Modeſty, as drew the Eyes and Ears of all 
that were preſent. And *tis ſaid, the King was ex- 
tremely pleaſed with her; much more the Queen, 
Who had neyer before encountred ſo learned a Fe- 
male. 4 1 55 N 

themſelves to the Study of Languages and Philoſophy. 
But tis not ſo in Spain, where the Men are too ri- 
gorous to the Fair to allow 'em that Liberty. They 


are as moroſe to Women as the Moors, from whom 


a great Part of that Nation are ſaid to deſcend. Eve- 
ry Country in Europe has ſuffer'd mighty Changes, 


by the Incurſions and Conqueſts of the Moors, Goths, 


Huns, and Vandals. So that tis difficult to trace the 
Original of any People in ſuch a Hotch-Potch of Fo- 


reign Blood: Neither have they any Care of their Ge. 


nealogies, as we Arabians have in the Eaſt. 47 


4 


IIluſtrious Aga, tho' it ſignifies nothing to ſpring. 
of a noble Stock, unleſs we inherit the Vertues of our 
Anceſtors, as well as their ſplendid Titles and Eſtates: 
Yet tis both profitable and pleaſant to have by us a 


_ Regiſter of our Families, that reading their Chara- 


cters and heroick Actions, we may imitate their 
3 f | | Ex- 


The French Ladies have for many Years applied 
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Examples, and add to the Glory of the Tribe from 
which we deſcend. _ „ . 


of the Year 1660. | 


— 


LETTER XIII. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


Know not whether 1 ſhall finiſh the Letter I be- 
1 gin; or, if 1 do, whether it will be above Ground, 
or in the Bowels of the Earth. However, I cannot 
forbear writing to thee, my dear Friend, tho' both 
the Paper and I, with the Houſe wherein I lodge, 
and all this beautiful City, may, for ought I knoy, 
be tranſported, to, another Region before Morning. 
Nay, tis poſlible this very Hour may People Ely- 
zium with a new Colony from France, and Paris may 
deſcend with all her magnificent Palaces. to the 
Shades below, changing the Banks of the River 
Scyne, for thoſe of Acheron or Styx, and the refreſh- 
ing Airs of Champagne, for the choaking Sulphurs of 
Hell. In a Word, we haye felt the Menaces of a 
terrrible Earthquake this Evening, but as yet we have 
ſuffered. no Damage. | | „ 


When I liv'd in Aſia, an Earthquake was almoſt 
as common as the Yearly Revolutions of a Summer and 
Winter : And we took as little Notice of it, as we 
did of Lightning, Hail, or Rain. Beſides, one Muſ- 
ſulman encourag'd another, and the general Faith 
of True Believers. confirm'd us all, That we 
ought. to be reſign'd to God, and to the Appoint- 
ments of Eternal Deſtiny, whether it were for: Plea- 
ſure or Pain, Good or Evil, Life or Death. But 
now I have been ſo long diſus'd to theſe Convulſi- 
ons of the Globe, (for I have not felt one above 
theſe two and twenty Years) and am alſo „ 
| | te 


— 
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ted from the Society of the Faithful; that I am be- 
come like the reſt of the World, and even like 
theſe Infidels, timerous, aſtoniſhed, void of Reaſon, 
and of little or no Faith. | 

My Mind at firſt ſtagger'd as much as my Body, 
when I was walking croſs my Chamber, and felt the 
Floor rock under me with that ſingular Kind of 
Motion, which no humane Art er Force can imitate. 1 


ſoon concluded twas an Earthquake, but knew not 


how to bear that Thought with Indifference. Death 
is familiar to me in any other Figure, but that of 
being ſo ſurprizingly buried alive. It appeared hor- 
rible to ſink on a ſudden into an unknown Grave, 


1 knew not whither : Perhaps 1 might fall into 


ſome dark Lake of Water ; or it may be, I might 
be drench'd in a River of Fire, or be daſh'd on a 
Rock : For, who can tell the Diſpoſition of the 
Caverns below, or what Sort of Apartments he ſhall 
find under the Surface of the Earth? We walk on 
the Battlements of a Marvellous Structure, a Globe 
full of Tremendous Secrets. And whether Nature or 
Deſtiny, Providence or Chance, occaſion the Ruptures 
that we find are made in divers Parts of the Earth, 


it matters not much, ſo long as we are in Danger of 


tumbling in. Such a terrible Fall, would put the 
beſt Philoſopher in the World out of Humour, 
and ſpoil all his Reaſoning. I'm ſure twould vex 
me thus in a Trice to be plunder'd of my Thoughts. 
Which makes me either wonder at the Vanity of 
Empedocles, if he threw himſelf into the flaming 
Chaſm of Mount tna, only for the Sake of being 


eſteemed a God (as the common Report is;) or 


gives me Reaſon to conclude, he had ſome other 
End in his venturous Leap: Since 'tis not proba- 
ble, that empty Fame could be eſteemed by that great 
Sage, as his final Happineſs, A much eafier Way 
had Ariſtotle, who, IG, 


Flux-and Reflux of the Sea, threw himſelf in, to put 
135 e 


uſted at his Ignorance of the 
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an end to his Diſquiſitions, if the Story be true. But 
I can hardly believe the Stagyrite was ſuch a Fool, I 

ueſs of other Men, according to the Experience I 
have of my ſelf. I am ax 5 ſolicitous about / 
Death as any Man; yet I ſhould be unwilling to 
hurl my ſelf out of the World headlong, without a 
Firm or a Tefta, I love new Experiments, but am 
not very fond of ſuch as take from us irrecoyerably 
the Means of trying any more. . 

We had News here of an Earthquake which has 
overthrown Part of the Pyrenæan Mountains, ſome 
Days before this happened at Paris; but few re- 
garded it. Calamities at a Diſtance frighten no Bo- 
dy: Yet thoſe which we feel, put us all in Tears. 
For my Part, it has this Effect on me, that I am 
improved in my Careleſſneſs, and become fearful 
of nothing. And, I think, there is Reaſon on my 

Side, ſince all my Care, Apprehenſion and Forecaſt, 


can never defend me from the Underminings of the 
Omnipotent. e . | 


| Paris, 15th of the 1 1th Moon, 
f the Tear 1660. 


2 DET TER IV; 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
| of the Ottoman Empire. 


E T not the Diſtance of Time between my Let- 
ten, prompt thee to conclude, I forget my 
Duty; or that I am cazeleſs to oblige fo illuſtrious a 
Friend. I have many Obligations to diſcharge; and 
therefore endeavour to Husband my Hours to the 
beſt Advantage, and ſo to divide my Diſpatches, That 
the Grand Signior may be ſerved, the as 
b : 2 . 0 


— 


/ 
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of all material Emergencies, and the Expectations of 
each Miniſter gratified. WI 6 FLL 
As to the Reign of Lewis XIII. it was'ſhar'd ſuc- 
ceſſively between the Mareſchal d Ancre, the Dube of 
Luines, and Cardinal Richelieu. The firſt was the 
Queen-Mother's Favourite; the Second was the 
King's; as for the Third, he was abſolute Maſter 
both of King, Queen, and Kingdom. . 

During the King's Minority indeed, Queen Mary 


de Medicis, the Relict of Henry IV. took the Regency 


into her own Hands, and manag'd Things in an 
arbitrary Manner. But the Princes of the Blood, 
with other Grandees, not able to brook the Govern- 
ment of a Woman, conſpir'd againſt her. Among 
theſe were the Prince of Conde, Father to the preſent 
Prince, and the Duke of Bovillon. The former was a 
bold Man, and durſt do any Thing that was brave: 
The latter was a cunning Statean. 
They caball'd not fo privately, but the Queer- 
Mother was acquainted with their Meetings, .and 
the Dake of Bowillon was the firſt who knew his Par- 
ty was betray'd. This Intelligence was brought him 
rom aſſur'd Hands, whilſt he was ſitting with the 
Prince of Conde, and other Nobles at the Place of their 
private Rendezvous. Whereupon he acquainted 
them with it, exhorting all to abſcond immediate- 
ly, leſt they ſhould be ſeix d on the Spot. But they 
retorting, That the Queen would not venture on an 
Action of ſuch dubious Conſequence; he ſtarted up 
and took his Leave of em, with theſe Words, M 
c Lords, you may follow your own Counſel. Pl 
«« immediately to Horſe, and eſcape to Sedan, in 
«© my Stockings: Where, if they make me wear out 
« a. Pair as an Exile; by Heavens, I'll make them 
© wear out a thouſand Pair of Boots. | 


i ». + N =J 


His Words came to paſs, and the Effect was a di- 


minutive Civil Mar; When the Queen was forced to 
raiſe an Army to reduce this Prince to Obedience, 
hs 437 a | the 
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| he reſt of his Party being impriſoned, as ſoon as 
ſhe heard of his Flig LEAD ORE 3 | 1 
Whilſt theſe Diſturbances laſted, the Moors were 


expell'd out of Spain, to the Number of Six hundred 


thouſand. Part of thoſe who liv'd toward the Ma- 41 v 
ritime Coaſts, went by Sea into Africk. The reſt, 1 
whoſe Reſidence was farther within Land, ſought a 1 


Paſſage over the Pyrenaan Mountains, and ſo thro? 
the Southern Provintes of France; offering a Ducat a 
Head to the Vice. Roy of Navarre, for their ſafe Con- 
duct. He, out of Curioſity, coming to ſee theſe | hy 
Travellers, and beholding em ragged and almoſt | 1 
naked, with Viſages like Ghoſts; took Pity on them, 4 
and gave em Liberty of Paſſage gratis: Saying, = I 
«« God forbid I ſhould/extort ſo much Money from 1 
ce theſe miſerable Wretches, who are abandoned 
ce 10/the The Wer nf wn), 1 co rae; 
But it ſeems, his Compaſſion was needleſs, For 
theſe Muſſulmen were too cunning for him, havin 
their ſqualid, torn Garments, quilted: all over wi 
Gold and precious Stones. Which occaſioned all 
People to ridicule: the Vice-Roy's Eaſineſs, and to call 
him the Friend of the Gibeonites. | 

I ſhould appear too partial in refle&ing Satiri- 
cally on this Prince, 'whoſe Generoſity deferves 
Praiſe: Let I cannot but ſmile at the Craft of the 
Moors, whereby they not only eſcaped paying the 
accuſtom'd Tribute of Paſſengers, but alſo blinded 
theſe Infidels, and took from em the Suſpicion of 
n Riches; which if they had once known, per- 

aps not a Meor ſhould have carried a Piece of Mo- 
ney along with him into Africck. . 

This Paſſage ſeem'd worth of thy Knowledge, ſince 
it in Part reſembles the famous Departure of the I.. 
raelites out of Egypt, tho' it comes ſhort of the Ro. 
bery and Plunder which they committed on the In- 
habitants, the Day before they began their 9 

8 
As 


** 


However, this Story may afford thee ſome Divertiſe- 
ment. e e 


— — 


A 


As to the Marſhal d Ancre, the Queen's Favourite, * 

in his Life and Death, he was . 4 to Sejanus, ; ble 
Don qualified with the like Vertues and Vices ws. 
and having much the ſame Fortune; his Body after 
having been drag'd about the Streets by the Rabble, Ste 
Was at laſt torn to Pieces, 2 Tu 
a If thou would'ft know, how the Duke of Luines ob- : q | 
tain'd the King's Fawour, it was by Ingratitude. For, ws 
when he and his Brother were firſt brought to Court, Nos 
they were both ſo poor, that they had but one Cloak . 0 
between em; and for that Reaſon could not go a- | any 
broad together. Yet being recommended to the Del 
King by a certain Nobleman for excellent Faleoners, Jefy. 
they were receiy'd into Favour. But they abus d the 7 — 
Kindneſs of their Patron; and inſinuating malicious Tha, 
Things into the King's Ear, againſt the Nobleman and _ = 
his Family, cauſed him to be Paniſh'd from the Court. be . 
After which them managed all Things. 85 
Tlben ſucceeded Cardinal Richelion in the chief Mi- 78 
niſtry; of whom I have ſaid a great deal in my former ela 
Letters to the Grandees of the Porte; and thou wilt of w! 
find them in the Regiſter. I will now add, what I never This 
mention'd before ; That he was very ambitious to be wh ict 
- thought a good Judge of Verſe. He gave to one Poet, a pb 
for a witty Conceit on his Coat of Arms, two thou- horr 10 
ſand Sequins, tho' 'twas but a Verſe of Seven Words. An- divert 
other he promoted to an Eccleſiaſtical Dignity, worth many 
a Thouſand a Year, for comparing him to the Primum him e. 
Mobile. But he caufed a Third to be kick'd out of his Ki 
Doors, for his Obſtinacy in denying to alter a Word Abroa 
of his Poem, which the Cardinal dilliked, = 2 
This Miniſter was very revengeful, and amongſt Sew. 
other Effects of his Temper, 40 was more ci Illu 
notice of, or reflected on, than the Death of Mon- narch, 
ſieur de Thou, whom the Cardinal cut off for no other at all 7 
Reaſ on, but becauſe his Father in a General Hiſtory conſpi, 
which he wrote, had repreſented one of Richelieu's be 

| TOY 


Anceſtors, under a very ignominious and abomina- 


ble £ | 
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ble Figure. That Hiſtorian was the Renowned Thy 
anus, of whom; i ſuppoſe, thou haſt heard. 

As to King Lewis XIII. himſelf, he was eſteem'd a 
great Piſſembler: © accuſtomed to careſs: thoſe with 
more than ordinary Endearments, whom he deſign- 
ed ſuddenly to ruin: Whence it grew to a Proverb 
in his Time at the French Court, when they ſa any 
Nobleman ſmil'd on, to ſay, His Buſineſs is done. It 
cannot be denied that this Prince had a great Spirit, 


and ſome Wiſdom; yet he was obſery'd to take 


Delight in many petty Actions unbecoming Royal Ma- 
jeſty. He Ne Gon much of his Time in Paint- 
ing, and ſend for the moſt famous Maſters in that 
Art, to view his Works. An equal Inclination heſhew- 
ed to Muſick, And ſometimes he was ambitious to 
be thought a good Cook. Once he made a great Paſt 

with his own Hands, filling it with Veniſon only fit 
for the Mouths of 7:/dels, Wt The. Fleſh of Dogs, 
Wolves, and Foxes, with other abominable Animals, 
of which it is not lawful for a True Believer to taſte. 
This he caus'd to be ſerv'd up to a Table at a Feaſt 
which he made to ſome of his Courtiers, who to Ho- 


a 


nour the King's Handy-work, eat greedily of the 


horrid Diſh, and highly prais'd his Skill ; whilſt he 
diverted himſelf with laughing at them. He had 


> 


many. other ſuch Freaks as theſe, which render'd 


him contemptible and ridiculous to the Grandees of 
his Kingdom. In a Word, he was more reverenced 
Abroad, than at Home. And this was owing to the 


Conduct of Cardinal Richelieu.; who was juſtly e- 


ſteem'd the very Genius of France. 


IIluſtrious Miniſter, all that I have ſaid of this Mo- 


narch, ſpeaks him but a Man: And no Body is wiſe 

at all Times. But the Follies of Princes are more 

conſpicuous, than thoſe of meaner Perſons. _ 
Faris, 152h of the 12th Moon, 5 
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LETTER XI 
| To Mahummed in the Deſart. | 
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AV the Angel of Peace pitch his Pavilion at 
M the Entrance of that Bleſſed Cave where 
thou reſideſt. May thy Soul feel calm and undi- 
ſturbed Joys, and for ever repoſe in Divine Tran- 


quillity; whilſt the reſt of the World are moleſt- 
ed with perpetual Cares and Fears, Broils and En- 
mities ; Daſtons within, and Furies without: In a 


Word, whilſt they are always in Danger of one 


another, of themſelves, and of the Elements which 


compound their Nature. 


O Man, highly belov'd of God, Favourite of the 


Angels, Care of Heaven, and the ſingular Darli 
of Providence. The Palm of an 7551 Hand 
is, extended under thee when thou ſitteſt down or 


walkeſt, always ready to ſnatch thee up from the 


Calamities which threaten this lower World, and 


lift thee to Paradiſe, where the Aſſembly of the . 


Juſt wait for thy Preſence. 15 5 
There has been an Earthquake lately in theſe 


Parts, which has put all France into a great Con- 
ſternation, aſtoniſhed every Body, and encreaſed 
the Thoughtfulneſs of the Wife. The firſt Effects 
of it were felt by the Inbabitants of the Pyrenees, - 
which are certain Mountains dividing France and 


Spain. There it did great Miſchief; overwhelming 


ſome Medicinal Baths, many Houſes, and deſtroying 


Hundreds of People. Only one Moſque or Church, 


which ſunk into the Caverns below, was thrown 
up again, and ſtands very firm, but in another 
Place. This is look'd upon as a great Miracle, eſpe- 


cially by the French, Who, for ought I know, may 
cenſure partially, favouring their own Intereſt; in 
regard 
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regard this Church has been diſputed between them 
and the Spaniards, each Nation claiming Right to it, 
as ſtanding before exactly on the Frontier Line. But 
now their Quarrel is unconteſtably decided; for 
tis removed by this Conyulſion of the Globe, near 
half a League from its former Situation, which is 
ſo far within the acknowledg'd Limits of France. 
This the French Prieſts, magnify, as an apparent 
Proof of the Juſtice of their Pretenſions, and the 
People ſeem very willing to believe it. 

As for me, I have another Opinion of Earth- 
quakes, and am perſuaded, that they are as natural 
as.the Winds, A no Man knows how to draw 
into any Party or Faction, unleſs we believe the 
Stories of the Lapland Witches, I'm perſuaded, that 
this Globe is much more ancient than the Genera- 
lity of Mankind imagine it to be; That it has un- 
dergone various Changes by the Predominance of 
Fire and Water: And that it is now haſtening to- 
wards. another Revolution. I believe the central 
Fire has eaten its Way almoſt to the Surface, and 
kindled all the Mines of Sulphur, and other infla- 
mable Matter, which it meets with in its circular 
Aſcent. Theſe, corroding and daily confuming 
their own Vaults, approaching alſo ſometimes too 
near the yaſt Receptacles of ſubterranean Waters 
Which lie nearer the Surface, oyerheat thoſe Lakes ; 
which being thus rarified into Vapours, and pent up 
in the Hollow of the Globe ſtrive to break forth with 
immenſe Violence, which cauſes that heaving and 
rocking of the Superfices, that ſo terrifies Mortals. 
But then the Cauſe is very deep and far from us, 
For Where the Surface is ſhallow, in ſuch Paſſions 
of the Globe, the Earth commonly breaks and tum- 
bles in, with whatſoever is upon it, Nay, whole Cities 
ſometimes have been thus ſwallowed up. And the 


Danger is eaſily foreknown by a ſhort ſnatching and ; 
T repidation of the Ground, Houſes, Trees, Men, 
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and every Thing within its Reach; for then the 
Convulſion is generally fatal. But where the Mo- 
tion is heavy, grave, and regular, tis a Sign that 
both the Source and the Danger of it are far off. 
And this is is ſo much the more evident; by hoy 
much farther the Earthquake is felt aboye Ground. 
For the nearer any ſuch Paſſion happens to the 
Center, it muſt be granted, that its Force is extend- 
ed the Wider on the Circumference. This depends 


on a Mathematical Demonſtration, and there needs 


the Sciences. „ = 

What I eſteem a due Reflection on this is, That 
tho? there be no Peril in theſe remote Earthquakes, 
yet we know not how ſoon they will come nearer 
to us, neither can we be aſſured, where or when 
they will happen, or how far they. will reach. It 


no more be ſaid to thee who art confummate in 


follows therefore by a natural Conſequence, That 


ſince theſe Things are unayoidable, and all the Wit 


of Man cannot invent a Means to eſcape ſinking 


into the Bowels of the Earth where it breaks in; 
we ought to be careleſs and indifferent what Death 
we die, and only be ſollicitous to live like Men, 


that is, according to Reaſon, For whether our Souls 


Turvive or no, twill be comfortable to expire in 
Peace, and full of our.own Innocence. © 
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To the Penerable Mufti, 
292 | LERE. is now like to .. a great 


Zarint is dead. He died at the Caſtle 


long Time. There happen'd a great 


Fire 292 at the Laaer (ſo they call the King's Palace 
in this City) about five Weeks ago, w 


which .obli- 


ged the Cardinal, who 9 tes at: 5 4 
am W ENCE, or 


to aon to his own. 1 2 


in 


* * 
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Change at this Court. Cardinal Ma- 


of the Wood of Vinciennes, on the gth 
of this Moon, having been ſick a 


INE | 
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the Sake of the Air, he was adviſed by his Phi- Ma 
cians to go to the aforeſaid Caſtle, But all in vain: let 
For Death, which finds Acceſs into the ſtrongeſt Cal 
Fortreſſes, purſu'd him thither, and led him in Cc 
Triumph to the Region of Silencè and Forgetfulneſs, ven 
who made ſo great a Noiſe and Buſtle in this our ene 
Morld. | | F Iy a 
It is reported, that a certain Aſtrologer foretold 2 
him, he ſhould die in this Moon. But the Cardinal nal 
| 2 no Credit to him: Tho' one would think he ed 1 
had ſome Reaſon to believe him in this, for the rini 
Sake of a former Prediction of his, concerning the inſt; 
Duke of Beaufort. 1 have mention'd this Prince, and Art 
the Enmity that was between Mazarini and him, mer 
which occaſion'd the Dułe's Impriſonment in the ceed 
Cafile of the Wood of Vinciennes. During his Re- Was 
ſtaint, the fore- mentioned Aſtrologer gave it out in Ted 1 
Paris, That the Duke ſhould eſcape out of Priſon Ty, : 
_ Preciſely on ſuch a Day. The Cardinal being inform- Whi 
ed of this, waited till the Day came, deſigning to The 
puniſh the Aſtrologer as a Cheat, or at leaſt to expoſe and 
aim for an ignorant Perfon. To which End he ſent then 
for him, and upbraiding him with Preſumption 7 5a 
and Folly, in that the Day was now come, and yet Pred 
the Dule of Beaufort was ſtill a Priſoner, without of w 
any Hopes, or ſcarce a Poſſibility of eſcaping, or- Furn 
der'd him to be ſent to the Baſtile. But the Aſtrolo- Who, 
ger addreſſing himſelf with much Submiſſion and he re 
FTarneſtneſs, ſpoke to this Effect: May it pleaſe your How 
Eminence only to reſpite my Sentence till to Morrow, and this! 
then hang me if you do not find that I have ſpoke Truth. ares 
The Day which 1 foretold, is come indeed, but it is not 1 
paſt. A Courier will ſoon convince you, that I have nos fay, 
ſtudied this Science in vain. Gt REY Nan % TINS him. 
The Cardina! moy'd with theſe Words, only con- Cour 
Fin'd the Aſtrologer in a Chamber of his own Palace. either 
And the next Day he receiv'd an Expreſs, which 3 
TL | 


. gave him an Account of the Dake's Eſcape, arid the 
= Manner 
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Manner of it, vix. That on the Day before, he had 
let himſelf down by a Ladder 22 Ropes into the 
Caſtle Ditch, and was no more to be ſeen or heard 
of. Thus the Aſtrologer eſcap'd the Cardinal's Re- 
venge, and got much Fame at the Court, which was 
encreas'd by the Cardinal's Death, falling out exact- 
Iy according to his Prediction. 
This Miniſter was a very ſubtle Man; and. Cardi- 
3al Richelieu us d to ſay of him, That if he were mind- 
ed to put a Trick on the Devil, he would only ſet Maza- 
rini 10 Work. Therefore he made him his Confident, 
inſtructed him in all Secrets of the French Court, the 
Art of Government, and on his Death-bed recom- 
mended him to the King, as the fitteſt Man to ſuc- 
ceed him in the Management of the Publick. He 


' Was after the Death of Lewis XIII. at firſt oppo- 


ſed by ſeveral Grandees; but the Queen's Authori- 
Whence aroſe a common Proverb in thoſe Days, 
The Queen permits All, the Cardinal commands All, 


and the Prince puts all in Execution: For this laſt had 


then the Office of General. | | 
This Miniſter was not.efteem'd fo covetous as his 


Predeceſſor; yet he heap'd up vaſt Treaſures; Part 


of which he beſtow'd in magnificent Buildings and 
Furniture, the reſt he ſent into Italy to his Father; 
Who, aſtoniſh'd at the prodigious Quantities of Gold 


he receiv'd, us'd to ſay, Sure it rains Money in France. 


However he made himſelf odious to the Subjects of 
this Nation by his continual Oppreſſions; and they 
Jö; | TO S035 TY 

Tisa By-word at Rome, when any Pope dies, to 
ſay, Now the Dog is dead, all his Malice is buried with- 
him. But I doubt it will not prove true in the 
Court of France, at this Juncture. For the King will 
either find a Miniſter equal in Subtilty to the de- 
ceas'd Cardinal, who ſhall ſupply, his Place; or he 


will take the Adminiſtration of Affairs into his 
nnn, 


ty, and that of the Prince of Conde, ſupported him: 


own Hands. Be it which Way it will, we are like 
to ſee the ſame Maxims purſu de To.long as Cardin 
Richelieu's Memoirs are in. Being, Whg firſt tau 
this Crown to underſtand its qwn Strength, © 
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Thou, I ſuppoſe, wilt require ſome Aecount of 
his Diſpoſition and Morals, with ſuch a Character 
as may render this great Genius familiar to thy 
„ ET a; 319.2 
He ſeem'd to place his chief Happineſs in ag- 
Fünen his Maſter, whom he ſerv d with a Zeal 
ſo 12 5 and diſintereſted ; a Loyalty ſo incorruptible, 
and by ſuch regular Methods of Prudence and Poli- 
cy; as if in his Days, nothing were to be counted 
Virtue or Vice, but what either favour'd or op- 
1555 the King of France's Intereſt, He was of a 
Happy Conſtitution for a Courtier, being by Nature 
debonair, complaiſant, affable, and of a ſweet De- 
portment. Yet Experience and Art, taught him 
to improve theſe Advantages, to the Height of 
Diſſimulation. You ſhould 15 Courteſy and extra- 
F * ordinary 
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ordinary Goodneſs flowing into every Feature of 
his Face; you ſnhould hear Words breathing from 
his Mouth, like the ſoft Benedictions of an Angel. 
Yet at the ſame time, his Heart gave the Pye to 
both. He meant nothing leſs, than that a Man 
ſhould find him as good as his Word. He was ever 
ready to promiſe any Thing that was demanded of 

him: But in Performance ſlow, and full of Exen- 
ſes; frugal of his Prince's Money, and liberal of 
his own: Magnificent in his Buildings, and the 
Furniture belonging to them; aiming in all Things 
to exceed other Men, his Equals, and in ſome, to 
ſurpaſs, even mighty Princes, his Superiors. In a 
Word, he was accompliſnh'd with all Qualifications 
requiſite in a fortunate Courtier, and a good Stateſ- 


et aſter all, this ſublime Genius yielded to 
-Death: But not like common Mortals. He died 
altogether like himſelf, without ſo much as changing 
that ſettled Gravity, and ſerene Air of his Face, as 
had been remarkable during his Life. He made the 
King Heir of his Eſtate, and bequeath'd Abundanee 
of Legacies. | 651! - * 
I To:fay-all in Brief: he was Great in his Life, 
he was much, more ſo in his Death; mingling his 
laſt Breath with the Sighs and Tears of the King, 
who lamented bis Departure with the Mourning af 
% % - 


Paris, :26th of the zd loon, 
¶ the Tear 1661. | 
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25 Peſieli Hali, his Bruber; Mallet Pp, the 
» , Cuſtoms, at Conſtantinople. Ts 
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Efterday a Diſpatch came to my Hind: an 
Y a very remote Part of the Earth. Our Couſin 
. ſent it from Aſtracan, a famous City for Traf- 
k, formerly belonging to the Grim Tartars, but now 

in the Poſſeſſion. * e Muſcovites. He has been 
there a conſiderable Time, findi Profit by Mer- 
chandiſe: For there is a yaſt Reſort to hn City 

- from China, Indoſtan, Perſia, —— and other Pro- 
vinces of Europe and Aſia. The Roads to it, are 
daily covered with the Caravans of trading People. 

And the River Volga can hardly ſuſtain the innu- 
—— Multitude of Veſſels that tranſport Paſ- 
ſengers with their Goods backwards and Neshnsds, 
between Aſtracan, and the Regions round about the 
. Caſpian Sea, into which that . River diſ- 
charges itſelf. 

Iſaucf is ingenious,” and has itch'd upon N ad- 
vantagious Way of enriching himſelf, which tempts 
bim to take up his Abode in that City, and there end 
his Travels; or at leaſt, he will re wt himſelf there, 
till Fortune 'preſents him with a fairer Opportunity 
of encreaſing his Wealth, | 

In the mean Time, F perceive: wÞ bas Letter, that 
2 gets Money apace, ves very. 
the Wit to Keep himſelf free from the Yoke of Mar- 
riage, which embarraſs'd him ſo much formerly. 
He ſoon put that troubleſome Wife out of his Mind, 
after he [ad diyorc'd her; and he never-fail'd to 
gratify himſelf with new: Amours, where-ever he 
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In J can't en ſmiling. when he tells me, Ye 


appily, and has 


came in his Travels. He writes very comically ; 
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bas had as many Concubines as the Grand Signior. al: 
By which thou wilt perceive, that 7/ouf is much # 0 
t 60 Gallantry. He frankly confeſſes, that 
he firſt learned this Mode of loving at large in Per- . | ö 

_ * fa, eſpecially at 1ſpaban; where he ſays, tis a Mark | 
of Honour for a Man to be good at intriguing with |} MW 
the Ladies: And he is call'd a Turk by Way of L 9 
Diſgrace, who frequents not every Evening the hy 1 
- Gardens and Houſes of Pleaſure in the Suburbs. But We f 
he adds, that in India the Liberty of courting Wo- = | 
men is much greater. And that the very Nature id 2 


of that Climate, diſpoſes a Man to this ſoft Paſſion. "WM + 
In a Word, dur amorous Kinſman retains the ſame | 4 1 
Unt; ß RES 

-* Yet this does not hinder him from proſecuting 
his neceſſary Affairs with Diligence and Alacrity. 


He diſpatch'd a Buſineſs for me at Archangel in 
Ruſſia, and another at Moſco, very dexterouſly, 
Which convinces me, that he is not᷑ leſs ſedulous 
and careful in Things which concern himſelf, He 
fays, the Muſcovites are the greateſt Drunkards in 
the World. Their chief and moſt beloved Liquor 
is, what the French call, The Vater of Life. "Tis 
a Chymical Drin, extracted from the Lees of Wine, 
or other ſtrong Beverages: Such as thou know'ſt 
is common among the Greeks, Armenians, and Franks, 
in the Tevant. When the Muſcovites are once got 
into a Houſe where this Nectar is ſold, and are a 
little warm'd and elevated with it, they will not 
depart till all their Money is gone: Nay, they will 
awn their very Garments from their Backs in a 
Frolick, rather than want their Doſe of this ine- 
briating Stuff, and go out ſtark naked in the 
coldeſt Weather, that is, fall aſleep in the open 
Streets, and yet are ne'er the Worſe for it The 
they wake, but go to their daily Work with the 
greater Ardour, For, tis only the common Peo- 
Ple are guilty of this: Extrayagance, As for the 
OS Eg Gentry 
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Gentry and Nobilis „ they are more cloſe. and re- "Row 
ferv'di in their drunken Debauches. _.. For 
The Myſcovites, according .to. the Charafter: be In 
gives me of them, are a very rude and unpoliſh'd ok 
gr ple; ſurly to one another, and extreamly rug- 1 
N to Strangers. They deſpiſe all other Nations Jos 
in the World, and fay, tis impoſſible for any Man "tax 
to go 5 ee o has not. a Maſcuvite Soul in cal : 
him. . Fo the Ohriſtian Religion, and were Wy 
formerly Fey the Greek. Church; but now. they have a 
ſeparated thenaſehyas, and ſet up a Patriarch of their n. 
on; to whom ſo 927 a Veneration is paid, that Per 
the Emperor himſe f holds his Stirrop when he did, 
mounts on Horſeback, be br 
Brother, I deſire .thee-to. ſpeak adyantagiouſly of 1 
'Tſouf, to the Illuftrious Kerkar, Haſſan, and to the 4 
other Baſſa's. Of the Bench. He will be a . Faye 
able Man to the Grand Signior, if e .encourag'd 2 | 17 4 
ſome Place of Honour and Profit. I wiſh d N 
lay the ſame of our Couſin Solyman., But. be ig tao bees 
wille i n his own Conceit. pats lig 
8 * Peſteli, excuſe my Abruptneſs; or my Hours ek 
are divided between the Seryice I owe to the en, 1 
and e Affection I bear e wer e T0 83 
e yth of the 5th Moon, 1 Top 
{IN NN. . 1 7 5 eee ee Ach 

the 

To Orchan 4 e in 44. 1 8 
and Penfioner to the Sultan. Thin 
Have heard, of thy. Fame, and the Manner of thy 2 1 4 
bt A to the Law br ought down from Hea- rae: 
How that from a Chriſtian Prieft, thou art be- Bigot 

pes a Muſſulman Abdalto,. Wai, aB and = they. 


Servant 


* 
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Servant of the True God. May thy Reward, both 


here and hereafter, be according to thy Integrity 
in this Change of Faith and Religion: For Hypocrites 
are neither acceptable. to God nor Man; yet moſt 
Men are proſelyted for Intereſt, Fear, or other 
human Regards. And in the Senſe of the Chriſtians, 
then know, a Renegado-and a Villain are recipro- 
The inſupportable Miſeries of Servitude, tempt 
many to embrace Circumciſion, which at once ſets 
em free, and often puts em in a Condition to mend 
their Fortunes, and live more happilß than they 
did, even before they were Captives: 'Whilſt Ambi⸗ 
tion, and, Avarice, are prevailing Motives with others 
in more} proſperous. Circumſtances to, be of the 
Grand Signior's Religion, that ſo they may. riſe in his 
FTayour, and, obtain ſome conſiderable Preſerment at 
the Court, or Office in the Army; like the ancient 
NMelchites among the Chriſtians, Who were ſo call'd, 
becauſe they always profeſs d the Faith of the-Gre- 
cian Emperors, without examining whether it was 
Orthodox or no. A Sort of religious Paraſites, who 
wauld be any Thing. to.ſerve-their own. Intereſt, 
and adore the Devil himſelf, provided their Sovereign 
ſhew'd em ah Exaßi ple. | 
Yet after all, there are ſome who change their 
Religion in pure Sincerity, only compell'd thereto 
by the Dint of exalted Reaſon, and Motives of 
Virtue. Such as -theſe are thinking Men, Per- 
the Tradition of their Fathers, examine the Prin- 
ciples in which they were educated, diſpute every 
Thing, and bring all to the Standard of natural 
%% ²ÿÜ⁰ . ⁵ a atten! 
I I rgjoyce; to hear that thou art one of this Cha- 
racter, and not in the Number of Counterfeits or 
Bigots: For ſueh bring no Credit to the Religion 
they embrace, but rather a Scandal. Yet the Arms of 
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the cent Porte are open to receive: all Who 


rofeſs that God is One, and: that Mabomet is his 


"Apoſtle ; leaying the Scrutiny, of their Intention,” to 
Hit who ſearches the Heatt.” | 

Thy Learning gives thee fair Opportunities of 
-dviris Good Put it to a right Uſe. Conyince the 
- Infidels,” whom thou haſt forſaken, of their Errors; 


confirm. the True Believers in the Faith, | withour 


"Blemiſh. | 

Do this by Diſcoutſe, by Wilddg ag by thine 
own exemplary Life, which laſt will prevail aboye 
Ten thouſand eloquent Sermons. 

In a Word, ſhew thy ſelf a true and faithful Fol. 


lower of the Prophet on Earth, and God will tranſ- 


late thee to his Company in Paradiſe ; where Moſes 
will introduce thee, eſus will entertain thee with 


Joys and all the 124600 Prophets will welcome thes 


. 1 
"WD. " - 1 
., 


to the Pleaſures x Which know. no End.” 


N 21% of the 5th Moon, * 5 e N * 550 
2 bg the Year I66T,. „„ 
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E are apt to 5 0 wens lange Paſſages 
which we find Recorded in ancient Hiſtory, 
and whoſe Truth is out of the Reach of any Mortal 
to prove: Yet we flight the Miracles which are be- 
fore our Eyes, evident Matters of Fact, which no 
Body can contradict. Whence this ould proceed, 
I knew not; unleſs it be from a natural Kind of 
Dre wſineſs in the Soul, common to the greateſt 
Part of Men; like the Sleep of thoſe, who cannot 
ſo ſoon be awaken d by the loudeſt Noiſes they are 
2 


wa 


accuſtom d 


touch 


"Th 
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accuſtom'd to, as by the ſoft and ſtill Idea's of a 
ſtrange Dream; ſo we regard not the Things to 
which we are daily habituated, tho' in themſelves 
never ſo prodigious: Whilſt we ſtart and are ama- 
zed at the moſt ordinary Relations of Antiquity, on- 
ly becauſe they are novel to us, and we were not 
Eye witneſſes of the Things themſelves. 
I formerly ſent a Letter to Cara Hali, the Sultan's 


Phyſician, wherein I mentioned ſeveral Phyſicians of 


Arabia, who in paſt Ages, were eminent for ſome 
remarkable Cures. But, I tell thee, not one of them 
could match the King of France's Succeſs in curing 
an Epidemical Diſtemper, which they call the KING's 
EVIL. The general Symptoms of this Malady, are 
certain Swellings in the Face, Neck, or other Parts 


of the Body; ſometimes accompanied with Blind- 
neſs, Deafneſs, Lameneſs, and other Imperfections. 


Thoſe who are troubled with this Diſeaſe, flock to 
the King's Court at certain Seaſons of the Tear, 
and being introduced into his Preſence, he only 
touches the Part affected with his Hand, and an in- 
They fay, this Gift bas been inherent in the 
Kings of France for many Generations: And the 


Prieſts magnify it as a great Miracle, But, I tell 


thee, all the Prodigy in my Opinion, lies in the 
Strength of the People's Imagination, which thou 
know'ſt works half the Cure in many Diltempers. 


The Prieſts ſtand by the King, whilſt. he touches 
the Sick: They repeat their Goſpel, and uſe certain 


Prayers and Exorciims, being veſted all in White like 


Magicians. Theſe Ceremonies are an with A- 
bundance of Gravity, which ſtrikes an Awe into 


the credulous Patients. And to render the Buſi- 


neſs yet more myſterious; whereas other Phyſici- 


ans take Money of the Sick, this Royal Æſculapius 
beſtows a Piece of Gold 'on eyery one whom he 
touches, which they are oblig d to wear about their 


| Necks 


/ 
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Necks as long as they live. Now, whether the 
Charm lies in che Gold, or the King's Touch, or the 
Prayers and Ceremonies of the Prieſts, or finally in 
the Patient's Fancy, it matters not much. This is 
certain, that Thouſands who come to the King's 
Feet, very much diforder'd by this Evil, find a 
ſenſible-Alteration in their Bodies, before they de- 
part from his Preſence; and in a few Hours or Days 
at moſt; are perfectly recover d. 
Perhaps, the Kings of France have ſome Magical 
or Phyſical Tincture in their Blood. Or, it may be, 
they have found out the Philoſopher's Stone, ſo muck 
talk'd of; and deliver'd it down to their Poſterity, 
as a Part of the Royal Inheritance; which enables the 
fre King, to do ſo many prodigious' Things 
both at Home and Abroad, in Peace and in War, 
beſides his Part in curing this Sickneſs. I am no 
Roſecrucian, nor very fond or credulous of Mira- 
cles; yet I often wonder at the Treaſures of this 


Monarch, which Þ oa Inexhauſtible. But the 


Ways of Kings are fecret, and he of France is ſin- 
gular in his myſterious Methods of growing Rich 
and Great, Neither do all his magnificent Expen- 


ces ſeem to diminiſh his Wealth. The. King. of 


Suellen has been his Penſioner ever ſince he began to 


among the German Princes, oo 
"Theſe Things cauſe his Subjects to deſcant vari- 
-criſly. © But I refer em to thy oraculous Judgment, 
«whoſe ſingle Teſta is of ten thouſand times more 
"Worth, than the Decrees of a French Parliament. 
Faris, 34 of the 7th Moon, 70 Tek. 
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Jo Mirmadolin, Santone I the: Vale 
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e ee wg . 
TO WI will vent Holy Things, and what the 
Divinity ſhall infpire. The World was in 
Weeds when Heſain the Prophet was lain, and the 
Moon put on her Mourning Dreſs. The Timbrels of 
Perſia, Arabia, and Babylon were heard in the Dead 
of the Night: Their Sound reach'd to the Third Hea- 
ven: The Shepherds ran to the Heights of the Earth, 
to diſcover the Occaſion of ſo much Noiſe. The 
Centinels of Forts and Caſtles gave the Alarm, and 
the Men of War took hold of the Sword, the Bow, 
and the Spear. The Tygris overflow'd its Banks, and 
Diarbekir became a Lake. A dark Body of Clouds 
o'ercaft the Sky, and pour'd forth Thunder, Light - 
ning and Hail. Fire ran all along on the Sands of the 
Defart, and the Air was all in a Flame. Horrour 
poſſeſs'd the Minds of Mortals, and the Angels 
themſelves were uneaſy. The Beaſts of the Field 
ran into Dens and Caves, and the Dragons were 
touch'd with Remorſe : Only the more venemous 
Kiſilbaſci ſwell'd with Pride: The Poiſon of Mur- 
ther and Hereſy had puff d up the Souls: They and 
their Poſterity are accurs'd to this Day, and to the 
Hour of the irrevocable Sentence. 
O Santone, great is thy Faith, in that thou haſt a- 
bandoned the Shadow of this World, and ſeparated - 
thy ſelf from the Contagion of Mortals, I revere 
the Majeſty of thy ſublime Soul, the Intellect 
ranging at Liberty. Thou daily gathereſt Flowers 
from the Garden of Eden, and being in the Body, 
enjoyelt the Sweets of Paradiſe. _ Kings would, lay 
down their Crowns to. taſte, of thy Pleaſures, 05 
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68 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
they but know them; and exchange all the Glory 
ef Empires for one Moment of thy unſpeakable 
Bliſs. Thou Companion and Care of Angels, Dar- 
ling of the Monarch Omnipotentt: 

Where: ever thou lieſt down, whether by Day or 
by ak ut the Watchers above ſtand ready with 


_Umbrella's to skreen thee from the ſcorching Beams 


of the Sun, the chilling Darts of the Moon and 
Stars, and from all Injuries of Weather. The Ele- 


ments go out of their Courſes to ſerve thee, and all 


ature eſpouſes thy Intereſt.. . | 

The Merchant hires a thouſand Camels, and loads 
them with the choiceſt Riches of the Levant. He 
endures. all the Fatigues of a long and dangerous 


Travel, thro” Syria, Arabia, and Perſia ; runs the 


Riſque of Robbers,, Diſeaſes, and ten thouſand Me- 
thods of Death: and after all his Hazards and Pains, 
is not half ſo happy nor ſo rich as thou, who a- 
boundeſt in every Thing, becauſe thou deſixeſt no- 


thing which thou haſt not, or that is unneceſſary. 
The Ploughmen, labour: for thee in the Field, and ſo 
do the Artificers in the City, The Noble and the 
Vulgar are thy Purveyors, and the greateſt Sovereigns 


pay Tribute to thee. Eyery Houſe is thy Home, 


and they count themſelves happy, under whoſe 


Roof thou vouchſafeſt to ſleep. They are really 
ſo ;; for Benediction accompanies the perfect Man 


in all his Ways, and the . Favours of Heaven over- 
take them that ſhew, Kindnels to him. Thou art 
Lord. of other Mens Eſtates, and every Man's Field 
is thy Inheritance. Thou enjoyeſt the Richeſt of 
this World, without being tainted with the Vices 


that attend em, and receiveſt immortal Aſſurances 
and Seals of the future Glory, in the Life which is 
to come. O happy E 
O Life to be truly envied! _ 


As for me, I'm like a Galley-Slave, chain d down 


0 the Oar, and forc'd to row inceſſantly whither 
8 2 1 b - 


; mx the 


ſtate of the Righteous ! 
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the Maſter of the Veſſel commands. S0 Lam ob. 


lig d to obey the Ditates of my Superiors, Whether 


there be Sin in the Caſe or no. I am faſten'd in 
the Cares of this vain World, and the more parti- 
cular Anxieties of State. From all which thou art 
happily free. „ 42 55 5 
Oh that it were lawful for me to ſhake off the 
fretting Yoke, and diſintangle my ſelf from the 
Snares of human Policy ! That I might live like 
the Men of the Firft Ages, who honour'd the Earth 


as their common Mother, and made no envious En- 


cloſures ! They ſported innocently on her fragrant 


Boſom, and never moleſted their kind Parent, by 


Cruelty to any of her Off- ſpring. They ſuck'd the 


Milk of her Breaſt: Her Veins ſtream'd with 


Wine and Honey. They n mer on Varie 

of excellent Fruits; and no Body thought of kits 
ling and eating his Fellow-Animal. The Birds 
could then range the Air without Fear of the 


Fowler; neither did any yawling Huntſman rouze 
the timerous Hare from her Seat. The Roes and 


the Hinds could ſcamper at Pleaſure o'er the Plain, 


without being hatter'd to the Mountains and Rocks 
for Sanctuary; neither did any fly Angler trepan 


the Fiſh of the Rivers. As for the Sea, twas then 
unknown; no Man, as yet, had ventur'd on that 


perfidious ELEMENT, or found out the Uſe of 
Ships. There was in thoſe Days no foreign Com- 
merce or Traffick, or any Need of it. Every 
Region ſupply'd its Inhabitants with what was 
Uſeful and Neceſſary: And thoſe temperate Mor- 


tals defir'd no more. They liv'd without irregu- 


lar Appetites, free from Ambition, Fraud, and 


Blo od. 4 l 


Thisis the Life ſo much deſir'd by me, aud which 


thou actually enjoyeſt.. God augment = 
ties and Raptures, that thou mayeſt paſs 


thy 
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a Sout away in a Divine Tiahſpott, beyond che 
Poſſibility of a Relapſſ e. g 
Holy Santone, whilſt thou art on Earth, pray for 
me; and when thou art among the Immortals, do 
me ſome Favours which may laſt for ever. 


arts, 26th of the 8th Moon, | 


LETTER Vn. 
To Dgnet Oglou, 


I Buſineſs in this Place obliges me to keep 
Vi Company. with all: Sorts; of People, Hence 
I indifferently aſſociate my ſelf with Stateſmen, 
Soldiers, Courtiers, Prieſts, Fidlers, Mechanicks, 
Seamen, or Perſons. of any Profeſſion, from whom 
I'can hope for any Improvement: For, there is 
| Hardly ſo deſpicable a Fellow in the World, who 
may not teach an inquifitive Mind ſomething, to 
which it was a Stranger before. mee 
Sometimes I converſe with Painters, whom 1 
generally find to be Men of Wit and Senſe, but 
very lewd and diffolute : However, they ſerve to 
divert my Melancholy, to which thou . bee 
am much inclinꝰd. For they are the merrieſt Sparks 
in the World, abounding with ftmart 8. 
Jeſts and comical Stories, beſides a Hundred mi- 
mical Tricks of good Buffoonry to make one 
laugh; that it is almoſt impoſſible to be fad in 
their Compag. 7 | 
They on mlt of them bred in the Academy, or 


— 


in Colleges and Schools where the Sciences are pro- 


feſs'd: It being in a manner neceſſary, That Men 
of this Trade ſhould haye a Smack of all Sorts of 
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Learning, and eſpecially, that they ſhould be in- ; 
different good Hiſtorians; they being. many times 100 
deſir'd to repreſent Pieces of antique and modern | 
Hiſtory, without a Pattern, They have a very | 
facetious Way alſo of telling a Story to the Life, as 10 
well as of drawing it ſo in Picture. They would | on 
diſſolye the moſt ſtiff and moroſe Hadgi into Laugh- 
ter and Jollity, to hear how gracefully they will 
ridicule the moſt ſerious Matters, and turn every 
Thing into Burleſque: For they are admirable Sati- 
riſts Dy Nature.” „ | 
Vet theſe are not all alike, but differ in their 

Tempers like other Men. Some of them are proud 
and ffately, others fawning and abje& : And all 

of them great Humouriſts. 2 | 

It was an odd Whim of Martin Heemskirk, a Fa- 
mous Painter, that was born at a Village of the 
ſame Name. He died in the Year of the Chriſtians 
Hegira, 1574. This Man had amafs'd together in his 
Life-time a vaſt Quantity of Money; and having 
no Wife or Children, nor other Relations of his 
own to leave it to, he was reſoly'd.to do ſomething, 
for which he might be talk'd of after his Death, I 
have heard of many dying Men, that have had one 
Caprice or other in making their laſt Will and Te- = 
lament: But thou wilt ſay this of Martin's was x | 
ſingular. For, on his Death-bed he bequeath'd all : | 
his Wealth to be diſtributed into equal Dowries or 
Portions, Wherewith to marry a certain Number of 
Maids of Heemskirk, his Birth-place, yearly, on 
this Condition, That the New- married Couple, 
with all the Wedding-Gueſts, ſhou'd dance on his 
Grave. 


It is neceſſary for thee to know, that ſince his 
Death, there has been a great Alteration of Religion 
in thoſe Parts: The Inhabitants, which in his 


g Time were Roman Catholicks, are now all Proteſtants, 
7 And at the Time of this Change or Reformation, as 
4 hs they 
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they call it, it was the general Practice of the Prote- 
ftants, to demoliſh all Inages and Croſſes where ever 


they found em. Now it was the Cuſtom of the 


Roman Catholicks to ſet up a Croſs at the End of eve- 
ry Sepulchre of the Dead. Yet, ſo great a Venera- 


tion have the Heemskirters for the Memory of this 
Painter, that whereas there is not a-Croſs to be ſeen 
ſtanding, in all the Country beſides; yet his, being 


of Braſs, remains untouch'd, as the only Tizle their 


Daughters can ſhew to his Legacy. 


- "Twas a more cruel and inhumane Caprice of an 


Ttalian Painter, (I think his Name was Giotto) who 
deſigning to draw a Crucifix to the Life, wheedl'd 
a poor Man to ſuffer himſelf to be bound to a Croſs 
for an Hour, at the End of which he ſhould be re- 
leas'd again, and receive a conſiderable Gratuity for 


his. Pains, But, inſtead of this, as ſoon as he had 


him faſt on the Croſs, he ſtabb'd him dead, and 
then fell to drawing. He was eſteem'd the greateſt 


Maſter in all 7aly at that Time. And having this 
Advantage, of a dead Man hanging on a Croſs be- 
fore him, there's no Queſtion, but he made a match- 


leſs Piece of Work ont. 1 8 

As ſoon as he had finiſh'd his Picture, he carried 
it to the Pope, who was aſtoniſh'd as at a Prodig 
of Art, highly extolling the Exquiſiteneſs of th 
Features and Limbs, the languiſhing, pale Dead- 
neſs of the Face, the unaffected Sinking of the 
Head: In a Word, he had drawn to the Life, not 
only that Privation of Senſe, and Motion, which 
we call Death; but alſo the yery Want of the leaſt 
vital Symptom. SE, 


This is better underſtood, than expreſs:d. Every 


ny knows that it is a Maſter-piece to repreſent a 

Paſhon, or a 15 4 . well and naturally. Much 

greater is it to be de 

interior Faculties, ſo as to diſtinguiſh the Figure of 

a dead Man, from one that is only aſleep. N 
gk . et 


cribe the total Abſence of theſe 


him, 


preve 
the Pi 
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Yet all this, and much more, cou'd the Pope di- 
ſeern in the admirable Draught which Giotto pre- 


ſented him. And he lik'd it ſo well, that he reſolyved 


to place it over the Altar of his own Chapel: For, 
thou know'ſt, this is the Practice of the Nazarenes, 


to adore Pictures and Images. Giotto told him, ſince 


he lik'd the Copy ſo well, he wou'd ſhew him the 
Original if he please. 5 
What doſt thou mean by the Original, ſaid the 


Pope ? Wilt thou ſhew me Chriſt Jeſus on the Croſs. 


in his own-Perfon ? No, Pe, Giotto, but III 

ſhew your Holineſs the Original 

this, if you will abſolve me from all Puniſhment. 
The good old Father ſuſpecting ſomething ex- 

traordinary by the Painter's thus Capitulating with 


him, promis'd on his Word to pardon him. Which 


Giotto believing, OE told him where it 
was : And attending him to the Place, as ſoon as 
they were enter'd, he drew a Curtain back, which 
hung before the dead Man on the Croſs, and told 
the Pope what he had done. 8 

The Holy Father extremely troubled at ſo inhu- 
mane and barbarous an Action, repeal'd his Pro- 
miſe, and told the Painter, he ſhould ſurely be put 
to an exemplary Death, _ hes 

Grotto ſeemingly reſigned to the Sentence pro- 
nounc'd upon him, only begg'd leave to finiſh the 
Picture before he dy'd; which was granted him, 
In the mean while, a Guard was ſet upon him to 
prevent his Eſcape. As ſoon as the Pope had caus'd 
the Picture to be deliver'd into his Hands, he takes 
a Bruſh; and dipping it in a Sort of Stuff he had 
ready for that Purpoſe, daubs the Picture all over 
with it, ſo that nothing cou'd now be ſeen of the 


Crucifix: But it was quite effac'd in all outward 


Appearance. WW. | 
This made the Pope ſtark mad: He ſtamp'd, 
foam'd and ray'd like one in a Phrenſy, He ſwore 
E 4, the 


rom Whence I drew 
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the Painter ſhould ſuffer the moſt cruel Death that 
cou'd be inyented, unleſs he drew another full as 
good as the former : For if but the leaſt Grace was 
miſſing, he wou'd not pardon him, But if he cou'd 
produce an exact Parallel, he wou'd not only give 


| him his Life, but an ample Reward in Money. 


The Painter, as he had Reaſon, deſir'd this under 
the Pope's Signet, that he might not be in Danger 
of a ſecond Repeal : Which was granted him, And 
then he took a wet Sponge, and wip'd off all the 
Varniſh. he had daub'd on the Picture. And the 
Crucifix appeared the ſame in all Reſpects, as it was 
n | 

The Pope, who looked on this as a great Secret, 


raviſh'd at the ſtrange Metamorphoſis. And to re- 
ward the Painter's treble Ingenuity, he abſoly'd 
him from all his Sins, and the Puniſhments due to 
them ; ordering moreover his Steward, to cover 
the Picture all over with Gold, as a farther Gratui- 
ty for the Painter. And, they ſay, this Crucifix is 
tha Original by which the moſt famous Crucifixes 
in Europe are drawn. mr 

I need make no other Reflection on this, than 
that as the ſuppos'd Murther of Jeſus the Son of 
Mary, is the Source of all the Chriſtians Devotion; 


ſo the real Homicide which this Painter committed, 
has made it more intenſe and fervent, by how much 


the Crucifixes drawn after this Pattern, excel all that 

were ſeen before them, in the tragical Portraiture 

of the Martyr'd Meſſas  - | 
And, from this Reaſon it is, that Painters are in 


ſo great eſteem among the Italians, becauſe: they 
form the Gods which thoſe Infidels adore. It is no 
Wonder therefore, that the Chief Head of their 
Church, ſhould ſo eaſily abſolve Murther in a Pain- 


ter, as a venial Sin, eſpecially when it is done in 


Ordine ad Deum, as the Jeſuits ſay, that is, to pro- 


mote 


belly 'gnorant of the Arts which Painters uſe, was 
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mote God's Glory, as the Pope eaſily perſuaded him - 
ſelf this was: Since 1dolatry is the main Engine 
which ſupports the State and Grandeur of the Ro- 
man Court. And all the World knows, that Holy 
City is a Type of Heaven; or at leaſt, the crafty 
Prieſts would fain repreſent it ſo. 25 


My Friend, thou and J have ſeen enough of their 


Tricks and Holy Frauds in Sicily. Praiſe be to 


God, they had no Power to pervert us. Our Faith 
remains inviolate: We ſtill poſſeſs the Integrity of 
Muſſulmans, the native Attach we owe to the Pro- 


phet, who was ſent to exterminate Idols. In a 
Word, we adore none but one God, Creator of the 
Worlds. May that Incomprehenſible for ever keep 


us in the ſame Faith and Practice, till the Releaſe of 


our Souls. 


Paris, 13th of the 9th Moon, 
of the Year 1661. | 


LETTER VIII. 


To Lubano Abufei Saad, an Egyptian 
Knight. | 


T7 HIS Court is now at Fontainbleau, and all ſeems - 


to be difloly'd in Joy for the Birth of a Dau- 
phin. The Queen was deliver'd of this young Prince, 
on the firſt Day of this Moon. There's nothing but 


Feaſting, Dancing, and Revelling on this Account, 
with Bonfires and Congratulatory Addreſſes. Only the 
Duke of Orleans, the King's Brother, has little Rea- 
ſon to be over-merry,' ſince he was the next pre- 


ſumptive Heir of the Crown, in Caſe the King died 
without Iſſue Male: For the Laws of France ex- 
clude a Female from Reigning. Yet, this * 
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diſlembles his inward Grief, for being thus put by 
his Hopes, and appears as joyful as the Father him- 


ſelf. He hugs and admires the Royal Babe, wiſn- 
ing him Health and long Life in a Compliment, 


whom he really could rather wiſh out of the World; 


or, at leaſt, that he had never come into it. So 


violent are the Temptations to a Crown, ſo ſtrong 
the Deſire of Empire, that the Nearneſs of Rela- 
tion, which endears the reſt of Mortals one to ano- 
ther, eſtranges the Hearts of Princes from thoſe 


of their own Blood, if they ſtand in the Way o 
their Ambition. And I can aſſure thee, the French 


do not ſpare to ſay, the Duke of Orleans has enough 


of this Vice to attempt great Things, were not his 
Genius over- aw'd by the matchleſs Fortune and Spi- 


rit of his Brother. 


Neither is the King himſelf inſenſible of this; 
remembring with what Warmth the Duke-receiy!d 
the flattering Addreſſes of ſome, Courtiers, during 
his Brother's dangerous Sickneſs, when the Phy- 


Man. Ws * 

I was acquainted with this Paſſage but lately, by 
Oſmin the Dwarf, who watches all, the Motions of 
this Court. He tells me that the King being inform- 
ed, a Rumour was whiſpered among the Grandees 
of his Death, cauſed them all to be ſent for, and 


to ay through his Chamber, whilſt the Curtains 
of hi 


s Bed were drawn. open, that they might ſee 


_ their Sovereign alive, tho?. in a bad State of Health. 


He ſays moreover, that the true Keaſon, why ſe- 
veral Lords of late have been removed from their 


Offices about the King, is becauſe he reſented ill 


the too early and paſſionate Court they made to the 
Duke of Orleans, on the Report of his Brother's 
Death. Tis natural to all Men to love themſelves, 
and to deſire the Diſpoſal of their own. Affairs. No 
Man would be content to have his. Eſtate given 

away 
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away by his Servants at their on Diſeretion. And 
Sovereign Monarchs are the moſt Jealous of all Men 
in ſuch Caſes: Particularly, the King of France is 
known to be a Prince very ſenſible of his Hondur, 
and ſoon touch'd in that Point, by the leaſt Appear- 
anee of Diſreſpect in his Subjects, and of Incroach- 
ment in his Neighbours. 7 
As for the Duke of Orleance, he is a Prince of no 
great Character, either as a Soldier, or a Stateſman: 
Neither has he been much talked of in the World, 
till the Beginning of this Lear, when he married an 
Engliſh Princeſs, by Name Henrietta, Daughter to the 
late murther'd King of that Nation. | 
We have had another Match here alſo, between 
the late Duke of Orleance's Daughter, and the Prince 
of Toſtany, Theſe "things ' occaſion various Diſ- 
"courſe among thoſe who pretend to weigh exactly 
the different Intereſts of Chriſtian Courts, eſpecially 
of ſuch as are concerned in the New Alliances, For, 
the greateſt Monarchs here in the Weſt, marry only 
for Profit and Advantage, to fortify themſelves by 
a cloſer Union with the Houſe to which they are 
Ally'd. Whereas our Eaſtern Princes only indulge 
their Paſſions in the Choice of tleir Wives; admit- 
ting none to their Embraces, but the moſt exqui- 
ſite Beauties that can be found. And where they 
once pitch their Fancy, they neither regard Riches, 


Honour, or any other Recommendation, ſave what 


their Love ſuggeſts; being themſelves inexhauſti- 
ble Fountains of Wealth, Vobiliey, and good For- 
tune to all who have the Happineſs to be in their 
Favour. | | 
They ſcorn to ſell themſelves, and proſtitute the 
Slory of their Diadems to a Foreign Prince, for the 


Sake of a little Gold, and much more Trouble, with 


a proud Female, whom perhaps they never ſaw. 
Yet this: is the common Practice among the Princes 
of the Nazarene Belief; who conſider not, that in- 
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ſtead of a Wife, a Partner of their Empire, and a 
Friend, they often entertain a Snake, a Traytor, 
an Enemy: Eſpecially if ſhe be a Woman of Wit 
and Intrigue, as moſt of them are. This made the 


now Queen- mother, the Relict of Lewis XIII, ſuſ- 


pected by her Husband; and the preſent Queen of 
France is under the like Circumſtances « An 


this Manner, and cannot debar their Wives from 


holding a ſecret Correſpondence with the Family 


from which they deſcend. 
Aſſuredly, the Ottoman Politicks are the moſt re- 


fined and ſecure of any in the World; our Reli- 
gion moſt Holy, and our Morals moſt Sound. Which 
Three are evident Signs, that God has raiſed up 
this Sacred Empire, to ſubdue all the Nations on 
Earth, and bring em to the Faith of his Divine 


Unity. 


Paris, 9th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1661, 


LETTER IX. 


To Cara Haly, Phyſician to the Grand 
Signior. 


: | now in my Chamber by a glowing Fire, 


wanting nothing that can comfort a reaſonable 
Man: Whilſt I hear the Winds whiſtling, the 


. Snow driving upon my Windows, and the hollow 
Voices of the Watch proclaiming a Night little leſs 


Cold, than that laſting One they feel in the Arctick 
Circle once a Year. Yet I wiſh my ſelf in a Plain, 
or on the Top of ſome High Mountain, where 1 


might feel Nature in the moſt rigid of all her Hu- 


mours. 


—— —— — . — 2 — 
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always be ſo, where Princes match themſelves after 
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mours. I love Variety, and 'tis a Pain to be con- 
fined to Pleaſure itſelf, when 'tis all of one Kind, 
or what I am us'd to. | 

'Tis to thee my dear Haly, I owe this Thought, 
when you told me once, as we were walking toge- 
ther in the Cemetery of Sultan Solyman's Moſque, 
That Man is made for all things. | 

I remember the Elegance and Force of Reaſon 
with which you explain'd your Sentiment, upon a 
Loſs which I had then ſuſtained by Shipwreck ; 
comforting me with this Reflection, that all the 
Gains on Earth are only Burthens : All the Riches, 
Honours, Pleaſures, and whatſoever is deſired by 


Mortals, are but ſo many Clogs to tie us faſter to 


this little narrow Globe, which we are born to 
trample on as our Foot-ſtoo]. f 

All this is true: But I conſider farther, that the 
Occurrences of this Life ought to be received with 
Indifference, and we ſhould be as chearful. in a 
Priſon as in a Palace; becauſe Nothing can happen 
to us, which was not decreed by Fate, Methinks I 
could go as freely to Torments in a juſt Cauſe, as 
to a ſumptuous Banquet. I could ſmile at the Ma- 
lice of my Perſecutors, and triumph o'er the vain 
Executioners, when I ſee them ſweat at their inhu- 
mane Toil, and yet can never have their Wills of a 
Soul caſt into ſuch a-Mold as mine, whateyer they may 
do with my Body. Tho' they excruciate me with a 
thouſand' Inventions of Cruelty, tho” they reduce 
me to Aſhes, yet they cannot rob me of my Reaſon. 
Neither Fire, nor Sword, nor Rack, nor any other 
Inſtrument of barbarous Rage, can hurt m 
Thoughts. I fhall ſtill have the Power of Medita- 
1ing, in Spite of 'em all: And I eſteem thar the 
ſpecifick Happineſs of a rational Creature. There's 
no ſuch Thing as Pleaſure or Pain, but what our 
Opinion makes ſo. I have try'd to handle Fire; 
I've graſped hot burning Coals in the Palm of my 


E 4 Hand 
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Hand with which I now write. The devouring 
Element ſoon faſten'd on my Skin, and eat its Way 
bor: into my Fleſh, whilſt I was buſie in con- 
templating its Nature and Effects, without being 


concern'd in any Senſe of Pain. I kept a tight Rein, 
and curb'd.my Soul. I held it within Compaſs, and 


would not ſuffer it to winch, or laſnh, or flounce 
out of it ſelf, or deſcend into my Body, to reſcue 
the Part affected, or be concern'd at its Grievance. 
But when I reflected on the Inconveniences that 
might follow, and that it would hinder me from 
ſerving the Grand Signior and my Friends, I threw 
the Coals away, well ſatisfy'd that I had made the 
Experiment without prejudicing my Reaſon, or fal- 
ling into any Paſſion unbecoming a Man. | 

I take as much Pleaſure in Faſting,- as in Eating 
or Drinking; in Labour, as in Reſt; in Watching 
as in Sleep. There's no Exceſs or Contrariety in 
Nature, which does not afford me as much Del ht 
as Mediocrity, or the Golden Mean it (elf, I find 
Guſt in every Thing that happens to me. And this 
I take to be the proper Part of a Muſſulman, or of 
one reſign'd to God. | | | 

Yet this hinders me not from buſtling in the 
World, and proſecuting my Buſineſs with Alacri- 
ty and ſome Eagerneſs. We are born for Action, 
and not only for Thought. "Tis a mix'd Life we 
are to lead on Earth. But when I fail of my End 
or deſir'd Succeſs in any Undertaking, I am not 
troubled, conſidering I was born to encounter Evil 
as well as Good in this mortal State. I 

In all that I have ſaid, 1do not pretend to the ce- 
lebrated Apathy of the Stoicks. I feel Pleaſure and 
Pain from the ſame Objects which thus effects other 
Men: But I feel em with Indifference, not ſuffer- 
ing my Underſtanding and Judgment to participate 
with my Paſſion and Senſe, 
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I have perceiv'd my ſelf ſometimes in Agonies,, 
which I thought exactly anſwered the Character 
of thoſe which dying Perfons feel. And 1 believe 
they were in a Degree the very fame : Yet I found 
no panick Fears upon me, no Dread of that amazing 
Change: But rather certain blooming Hopes, young, 
tender, ſpringing Joys, ariſing from the Thoughts: 
of a new Life, the unavoidable Effect of that which 

we call Death, wherein I promiſed my ſelf the Plea- 
ſure of freſh Enjoyments and Diverſions, to which 
I was wholly then a Stranger. 

If thou thinkeſt this too extravagant, and that 
Death is not a proper Obje& of our Wiſhes, yet thow 
wilt at leaſt acknowledge, that it may furniſh us. 
with ſufficient Arguments of Content and Aequi- 
eſcence, ſince no Man can avoid it, and it is ſure to 
entertain us with Novelties which we never were 
acquainted with before, which recommends it under 
a very deſirable Figure, becauſe humane Nature per- 
petually covets new Things. | | 

I have ſeen Perſons condemned to Death here 
in Paris, who have been offered Life on certain 
Conditions not agreeing with their Humour ; 
yet have refuſed it, and rather choſe Death which 
they knew would free em at once from all their: 
preſent Troubles. And thou know'ſt with what 
Reſignation our Greateſt Baſſa's ſubmit their 
Necks to the Executioners, when the Grand Sig- 
lor thinks fit to call for their Lives. All that 
they reply to the Fatal Mandate, is, The Will of my 
Sovereign Lord be done. They at once gather up- 
all the Strength of their ſcattered Reaſon, and 
ſhrink their dilated Souls to a Point. Then with 
a redoubled Force, they ſhake off their Incli- 
nations to Honours, Riches, and the Pleaſures: 
of this Life, as a Man rowzes from a long 

Dream or Trance. With Smiles, and a pro- 
found Submiſſion they kiſs the Royal Firme, being 
| | 3 W 
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awaken'd to the Thoughts of more IIluſtrious and 


Serene Joys than this groſs Earth affords, even to 
the ineffable Pleaſures of Eden, the ſure Reward 
of thoſe that die in Obedience and Peace: Since 
they are to be eſteem'd Martyrs, as well as thoſe who 
meet Death in the Field of the Sacred Combat, in the 
War for our Holy Faith. | 15 

Oh!. that it were my Lot thus to expire in Ho- 
nour, to have my. laſt Breath mixed with the devout 
Aſpirations and Suffrages of True Believers, that ſo 
my Example might edify, others,. and the publick 
Character of an untainted Loyalty might benefit 
my ſelf: Whilſt Fame proclaimed it before my Ar- 
rival at the inviſible Regions, to prepare the:Ghoſts 
of Juſt Men to bid me welcome, and give: me a 
Kind Reception who am yet. wholly a Stranger in 
thoſe Parts of the World: For Death it ſelf can- 


not baniſh me out of the Uniyerſe.. And there's my 


_ laſt. Comfort. 5 
Thou, my dear Phyſician, wilt conclude, I'm Mo- 


lancholy by this kind of Diſcourſe: But 1 tell thee,, 


tis only another Way of expreſſing the ſecret Plea 
ſure and Tranquillity of my Soul, which is more to 
be valu'd by him that enjoys it, than all the Laugh- 
ter and extravagant Mirth in the World. Theſe on- 


I/ ruffle our Paſſions, and raiſe a Duſt in our Eyes e 


Whereas the other compoſe and purify our Reaſon, 


giving us a conſtant Proſpect of Things paſt, preſent, 


and to come. So: that we can never be at a Loſs, 
hut always ready equipp'd for the worſt Contingens 
cies. Hali, Adieu. . | 
Paris, 15th of the 12th Moon, 
of the Year. 166 1. 


LE T- 


Vol. VI. @ Spy at Paris. 33 
4 5 LETTER N 
To the ſame. 


He Court of France in all Things endeayours to 
T imitate the ancient Grandeur of the Roman 
Emperors, and their Policy. As they had their Am- 
pzhitheatres, whereon were exhibited all Sorts of Sheyys 
and Spectacles to divert the People in Time of Peace; 
fo have theſe their Theatres whereon, according to 
the more acceptable Mode of the preſent Age, are 
repreſented the various Kinds of Vertue and Vice; 
Men's Follies, and Perfections; modern Humours, 
and the ancient Morality ; Intrigues of Love, and of 
State; ſurprizing Actions of War, and the ſubtle O- 
vertures of Peace; the Tyranny of Sovereigns, and 
Rebellion of Subjects. In fine, whatſoever is treated 
of in Books, is here acted to the Life on the Stage, 
and with ſo much Advantage of Scenes, Interludes, 
Muſick, Dances, Language, Wit, Humour, and 
the like charming Circumſtances, that a Man at 
ſome Hours cannot better paſs away his Time, 
than in being preſent at theſe Entertainments. 
Where all that he has read, either in ancient or mo-- 
dern Hiſtory, deſerving Remark; ſhall be ſucceflive- 
ly prefented to his View, as efficaciouſly as if the 
Perſons were now living, and in prefence, - whoſe 
Actions each Play deſcribes. | EM 
There you ſhall' be introduced as it were, into 
the Court and Camp of the Grand Cyrus: You ſhall 
accompany Alexander the Great in his Expeditions 
through Aſia: You ſhall ſee him die of Poyſon at 
Babylon, and the Macedonian Empire cantonized a- 
mong his Officers : You ſhall behold all the Romar 
Caſars in their Riſe and Fall“: With whatſoever Par- 
ticularities were obſervable” in this or any other 
xenown'd Monarchy, on Earth; not excluding _ 
2 | K-40: | - laſt 
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laſt and moſt univerſal Empire of the Ottomans. For 
theſe Inſidels preſume. to aft o'er again, the Part 
of Tamerlane, and lead about in Pramatick Tri- 
umph, the encaged, yet ſtill invincible Bajaxet. 
In Habits, which only become the deſtin'd Conque- 
rors of the World, theſe Slaves dare perſonate the 
Glorious Solyman, Mahomet the Great, the Victo- 
rious Selim, and even Amurat himſelf, the ftouteft 
Emperor that ever reigned: I mean, the Uncle of 
our preſent Sovereign. | dee 2 bn. 

Beſides, true Hiſtory thus repreſented, the Specta- 
tors are ſometimes diyerted with fabulous Entries of 
Geds, Nymphs, Fauns, Satyrs, Muſes, Graces, Monſters, 
and whatſoeyer we find in the ancient Poets. 

There you ſhall fee Prometheus fetching Fire from 
Heaven, to give Life to his Man of Clay; Lycaon 
transformed into a Wolf, for his inhoſpitable Car- 
riage to Jupiter; Ganymede ſnatched up into Heaven 
by an Eagle, and made Japiter's Cup-bearer, for his 
ſingular Beauty. It is pleaſant alfo to ſee Phrixus, 
with his Siſter Helle, ſwiming o'er. the Helleſpont on 
the Back of a Ram, with a Golden Fleece; whilſt ſhe 
for Fear, falls off, and is drowned: And from her 
Name (Helle) that Sea is ſuppoſed to be ſo called. 
In the mean While, Phrixus ſwims forward, and 
arrives at Colchis, where he ſacrifices the Ram, and 
hangs the Golden Fleece up in the — A which 
Was afterwards ſtole away by Jaſon and his Argo- 
nauts. It is equally diverting, to ſee the Artifice of 
the Scenes and Machines, which repreſent Jupiter 
transforming himſelf into a Show's of Gold, and fo 
deſcending into Danae's Lap, when he begets Perſe- 
#5 on her, who ſubdued the Gorgons, and with Me- 
duſa's Head, turned the Cephen Nobles into Statues : 
In a Word, all the ingenious Fictions of Orpheus, 
Homer, Heſiod, Ovid, and the reſt of the Greek and 
Roman Poets, are here tranſlated, not ſo much 
from one Language to another, as from Words to 

| Actions, 


Fa. 2 „ 2 „ DTT TIEPY 


r 


oy! 


ers s . 


Vol. VI. a Spy at Paris. 85 
Actions, and from dead, inanimate Characters, to 
living Figures of the Things themſelves. For theſe 
Sort of Plays are ated by Men, Women, and Chil. 
dren, -culled out and educated for that Purpoſe ; 
and the Managers are at 'a vaſt Charge, for Va- 
riety of proper Scenes and Drefles for every Occa- 
ſion ; each Actor being exactly apparePd according 
to the different Quality of Nee repreſented; 
and the Mode of the Age and Country wherein 
they lived. _ e,, 
FTheſe Sort of Pivertiſements are very agreeable 
both to the Court and City, The King takes great 
Delight in them, eſpeeially in Ballets and Paſtorals, 
which conſiſt chien of good Songs and Dances, 
mixed with bold and uncouth Entries of Antiques, 
repreſenting Monſters and Devils, as the Chriſtians 
ufually deſcribe em. | 

But there was lately a Check given to their Sport, 
by an Accident which has ſurpriz'd all People that 
hear of it, and has puzzled the moſt intelligent 
Heads to give an Account of fo ſtrange an Occur- 
rence. e ! 

On the 19th of this Moon, the King and the 
whole Court were prefent at a Ballet, repreſenti 
the Grandeur of the French Monarchy. About the 
Middle of the Entertainment, there was an Antique 
Dance perform'd by twelve Maſquerades, in Bo 
fappos'd Forms of Demons. But before they had 
advanc'd far in their Dance, they found an Interloper 
amongſt em, who by encreafing the Number to 
Thirteen, put em quite out of their Meafures : 
For they practiſe every Step and Motion, before- 

hand, till they are perfect. Being abaſh'd there- | 
fore at the unavoidable Blunders the Thirteenth 
Antique made em commit, they ſtood ſtill like 
Fools, gazing, . one another : None daring to un- 
mask, or ſpeak a Word; for that would have put 
All the Speftators into a Diforder' and CUTS, 
£98 ; | Carats 
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Cardinal Mazarini (who was the chief Contriyer of 


theſe. Entertainments, to divert the King from more 


ſerious Thoughts) ſtood cloſe by the young Monarch, 


with a Scheme of the Ballet in his Hand. Know- 
ing therefore that this Dance was to conſiſt but of 


Twelve Antiques, and taking Notice that there 
were actually Thirteen, at rt imputed it to ſome 
Miſtake. But afterwards, when he perceived the 
Confuſion. of the Dancers, and that they could not 
proceed, he made a more narrow Enquiry into 
the Cauſe of this. Diſorder. - To be brief, they con- 
vinc'd the Cardinal, that it could be no Error of 
theirs, by a Kind of Demonſtration, in that they 
had but twelve Antique Dreſſes of that Sort, which 
were made on purpoſe for. this particular Ballet; 
whereas the thirteenth Dancer was diſguis'd after 
the ſame Manner. Therefore they concluded, that 
either the Devil or ſome Body elſe, had put a Trick 
on them. That which made it ſeem the greater 


Myſtery was, that when they came behind the 


Scenes to uncaſe, and examine the Matter, they 
found but twelve Antiques, whereas on the Stage 
there were thirteen. ew od 

The preciſer ſort of Bigots gave it out for certain, 
That the Devil was amongſt 'em : Whilſt others 
more probably ſay, 'twas only ſome envious or am- 
bitious Dancing-Maſter, who was either reſolv'd to 


be reveng'd for not being One of the Twelve, or 


deſign'd to ſhew his Parts Incognito againſt; another 
Opportunity, and in the Interim, ſet the Court a 
wond'ring at his ſingular Skill and Dexterity :- For 
it was obſerv'd, that one of the thirteen far ſur- 

paſs'd all the reſt, and did things to a Miracle. 
Be it how it will, it has brought to Memory a 
Paſlage that a ache on the like Occaſion at a 
Town not far from Paris, about eighteen Years 
ago, yet was not half fo much talk'd of then, as 
is now; Which. was the Reaſon, . 1 took no Notice , 
| o 
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of it in any of my Letters. But now they are big 
with it: Tis the general Diſcourſe of all Compa- 
nies who make Compariſons of that Event with 
this. Perhaps 'twill not be unpleaſant to thee to 
know it. | ; | 2 

In the Vear 1644, toward the latter End, a Com- 
pany of Stage- players were at a Place call'd Vitry, 
entertaining the People with Comedies; but there 
happen'd ſomething really — to one of the 
Actors. This Man was to perform the Part of one 
Dead, and then he was to revive again by Magick. 
He acted his Part too truly, and baffled the Necro- 
mancer's Art. For when be touch'd him with his 
Taliſman, as the Rules of the Play requir'd, in or- 
der to his Reſurrection, the inanimate Trunk could 
not Obey. The Man was Dead indeed. 

Whether he overſtrain'd himſelf in imitating the 
ſilent, ſtill, and irrecoverable Privations of that 
paſſive State, and gave his ſlippery Soul a ſtrong 
Temptation,. with a. fair Opportunity to eſcape its 
Bonds; or whether Heaven had a particular Hand 
in ſo remarkable a Cataſtrophe, I will not preſume 
to divine. But this and the other Occurrence, has 
put the People quite out of Conceit with Plays. 
Sage Hall, remember the Arabian Proverb, which 
ſays, Iis not good to Jeſt with God, Death, or the De- 
vil. For the Finſt neither can, nor will be mock d; the 
Second mocks all Men, one Time or other; and the Third 


puts an eternal Sarcaſm on thoſe that are too familiar 
with him. Adieu. 


Paris, 30th of the Iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1662, 
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LETTER. SN 
To Dgnet Oglou. 
2 unravel my Soul, reverſe my Faculties, 


turn my Nature inſide out, make me a Mon- 


Ker of a new Predicament, or annihilate me, which 


he pleaſes, if I am not true to my Truft; yet the 


Miniſters of the Porte ſuſpect me. 
By the Thoughts of Mahomer our holy Law-giver, 
whilſt he was climbing the boundleſs Heights of 


the Firmament, I've a Heart like the Roman Curtius, 


who bravely leap'd into the fathomleſs As to fave 
his Country from Ruin. They miſtake Mahmut, 
who think he'll be pimp'd out of his Loyalty by 
Frowns or Smiles, Flatteries or Threats, Gold or 
Tortures.. I'd run the Riſque of Damnation ft ſelf to 


ferve my Sovereign, or to do any Thing becoming a 


Man of Honour. Yet my Superiors uſe me like a 


Villain or a Traytor. Their Letters are full of Re- 


proaches and Threatnings, as if I were not worthy 
to live. Tis a ſtrange to me, whence all this Malice 
ſhould proceed; and that after I have done and ſuf- 
fer'd all that could be expected from a Muſſulman in 
my Poft, to demonſtrate my r Fidelity 
to the Grand Signior, I ſhould ſtill be perfeeuted 
as a Tiafer, and Enemy to the Ottoman Intereſt, I 
know not what to think of it. 

If I have done any thing which deſerves Death 
or Impriſonment, why do not they fend for me to 
Conſtantinople, and execute Juſtice on me? Or if L 
am not thought fit to continue any longer in this 
Poſt, why do they not call for my Commiſſion, and 


give it ſome Body better qualify d? Either of theſe 


would be a merciful Proceedings, compar'd with the- 


more cruel and ignominious Way they haye inyent- 


ed 


— > 
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ed to murther me: For, now they put me to a 
lingring Death, by continually eorroding and waſt- | 
ing the Peace of my Soul, which is my Life, with = 
:Contempts and :Reprogeches.' VO = 
I am not at all troubled when they tax me with f 
Atheiſm, or fay, Fm a Kyſilbaſchi, a Libertine, a Chri- 
ſtian, a Heathen Philoſopher ; or when they are pleas'd 
to make a Monſter of me, a Mungrel Gallimagfry, a 
walking Hotpotch, compounded of Few, Turk, Na- 
zarene, and Epicure. In loading me with theſe, op- 
probrious Titles, they rank me with fome of the 
prom Mortals, and engage even our Holy Prophet 
imſelf to eſpouſe my Cauſe, and vindicate my Re- 
putation; ſince he is in theſe very Terms blaſphem'd 
by the Followers of Jeſus: Thoſe Infidels forgetting 
that their -own Meſſias was after the like Manner 
traduc'd by the Jews, who call'd him Impoſtor, Ma- 
gician, "Heretick, Devil, and I know not what. This 
has been the Lot-of all-holy Men and Prophets, to be 
envy'd and aſpers'd by the Grandees of the Nation 
and Age wherein they liy'd: Becaufe they boldly 
reprov'd their- Vices, and taught them the ſincere 
Maxims of Virtue both by Word and Example. 
And though 1 have not Vanity enough to Liſt my 
ſelf in the Number of Prophets, or perfect Men; 
yet I have reaſon to conelude, That all this Perſe- 
cution is rais'd againſt me, on the Account of the 
Liberty I take to reprehend the Errors and Failings 
of thoſe, Who are Slaves to the Grand Signior as well 
as I: Tho' I have been commanded to do this by 
the moſt Auguſt Minifter of the Empire. But great 
Men in Power, love not to be told of their Faults. 
They wou'd live Arbitrary as Sovereigns, without. 
the leaſt Check or Controul. They will rather 
cheriſh a thouſand Flatterers and Sycophants, than 
ſuffer one Diogenes to live. 8 | 
But that which vexes me moſt is, That they 
glance upon me in ſome Expreſſions, as if 1 ** 
þ | alle 
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falſe to the Truſt which is repos'd in me. A Crime 
for which J ever had an invincible Abhorrence, and 
which wou'd ſooner tempt me a thouſand times 
to die, than to be once guilty of it. Thou know'ft 


my Temper, and I need ſay no more. 


1 ſhou'd have burſt with Grief and Indignation, 


had I not given my Reſentments this Vent, and that 


to a Friend who, by knowing my Affliction, takes 
one Half of it for his own Share, and ſo I'm eag'd, 


Paris, 24 of the 4th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


_ 


F . a _ — 


LETTER XII. 


To Abrahim Eli Zeid, Hadgi, Preacher 


to the Seraglio. 


＋ Hey have a proverb here in the Weſt, which 
"FT ſays, All is not Gold that gliſters. And tis fre- 
quently yerify'd in their own Prieſts, who are ge- 


nerally the greateſt Hypocrites in the World. 


I had not been long in this City, before I ſent a 
Letter to Bedredin, Superior of the Derviſes of Cogui 
in Notalia, whoſe Soul is now with God; wherein 
I gave him an Account of the Conyerfe I once had 


With a Jeſuite. For, pretending to be a Student and 
Retainer to the Clergy, I cou'd not avdid the Com- 
pany of Eccleſiaſticks ; beſides, it was my Intereſt 
to inſinuate into their Acquaintance ; and to tell 


the Truth, I have made it a great Part of my Buſi- 
Prieſts and Derviſes, 
ever ſince I came hither. 45 
There was abundance of Reaſon for this, on ſe- 
veral Accounts. For I improv'd my ſelf much by 


the Society of thoſe amongſt them, that are learned p 
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and 1 4 not a little by the very Ignorance and 
Follies of others. From ſome I ſqueez'd out Se- 
 crets of State, and the Deſigns of Cabals : By others 
I penetrated into the myſterious Vices of their own 
Order. In a Word, all of them taught me ſome- 
thing or other which I knew not before; and LI 
never had Occaſion to repent of keeping them 
Company. SY 
I contracted a particular Friendſhip with an ho- 
neſt Friar or two in this City, who were Perſons of 
Candour and Learning: But, now they are Dead. 
Beſides, I have had no ſmall Intimacy with Cardinal 
Richelieu, and his Succeſſor Mazarini. I tell thee, 
if I had not coveted the Friendſhip of theſe Prince- 
ly Prieſts, yet it had been impoſlible to eſcape their 
Knowledge, as obſcure a Figure as I make. For, 
it was their conſtant Practice, thus to ſeek out all 
the Strangers and Travellers in this City, under 
Pretence of that great Regard they had for Men of 
Merit ; but in Reality, to pump out of them foreign 
Secrets. | | 82 
Cardinal Richelieu profeſs'd a great Kindneſs to 
me, becauſe I had been at Conſtantinople, and in other 
Parts of the Grand Signior s Dominions, He ſeem'd 
alſo to value me not a little for my Skill in inter- 
preting Greek, Sclavonick, and other Languages of 
the Eaſt. What he thought of me in's Heart, I can- 
not divine; but I have Reaſon to think, he ſuſpect- 
ed me for a Muſſulman. And yet I wonder he ne- 
ver ſearch'd for the main Proof, the Mark of Cir- 
cumciſion. Perhaps, *twas an Effect of his good 
Nature, as being loth to ruin me irrecoverably. 
But, I rather aſcribe it to Providence, which wow'd 
not ſuffer him, it may be, to make ſo fatal a Re- 
flection: Yet, by his Order ſome Years ago, I was 
impriſon'd for fix Moons. What the Meaning 
on't was, I could never dive into. But I had a 
{hrew'd Jealouſy of a certain Tranſylvanian Reſident 
* | a: | at 
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at this Court, who perhaps might do me ſome ill 
"Offices. The World's like a Lottery, wherein we 
muſt expect to meet with many unlucky Chances. 
By What I have ſaid, thou wilt eaſily perceive, 
that tho' the Prieſts make a fair Semiblance of Pie- 
TY, "Mortification, and other Religious Vertues, yet 
they are great Buſy-badies, and wholly taken up in 
ſecular Affairs. | | 
If this were the worſt Character they deſerve, they 
might paſs for very good Men, and neceſſary In- 
ſtruments of the publick Welfare: Becauſe, they 
have the Tutelage and Guardianſhip of all Men's 
Conſeiences; they form 'em in their Youth, and 
f een 'em in their ripeſt Years. Beſides, they 
have many - Adyantages of ſtudying the Politicks, 
more than other Men, as being all educated in the 
Academies, where if they be not very dull, they can- 
not fail of becoming good Hiſtorians, and indiffe- 
rent Stateſmen. For, their Libraries abound with all 
Manner of ancient and moderm Writers, and their 
Converſation is generally refin'd and pregnant in 
Antrigues. | | | Bae 
But they corrupt their Learning with falſe 
Maxims which they borrow from an intolerable 
Pride and Senſuality; perſuading themſelves, that 
they are as far above other Men, that is, the Laity, 
"as thoſe are above the Beaſts, that God has be- 
ſtowid on them a Dignity tuperior to that of the 
greateſt Temporal Monarchs; and, in fine, that 
this Earth is a Paradiſe, and themſelves the Gods 
and Lords of it. 5 
When I ſpeak at this Rate of the Nazarene Prieſts, 
underſtand me not without Reſtriction. There are 
ſome good and holy Men amongſt them, Perſons 
of unblemiſh'd Manners, and incorrnpt Sincerity. 
But, theſe are very rare; and the French Prieſts are 
eſteem'd the moſt ſincere of any within the Pale of 
the Roman Church. =; * . 
As 
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Ass for the Italian Clergy, they are mere Libertines; 
the moſt debauch'd and profligate Fellows in the 
World. 6 | 


Adonai the Jew, a late private Agent of the Grand 
Signior, who had travell'd up and down thro' all 
Italy, and reſided. a conſiderable Time in the chief 
Cities and Towns of Note, made many curious Ob- 


ſervations and Remarks on the Lives of the Prieſts, 


which he ſet down in his Journal. This I have by 


me now, it being ſent me, e my Deſire, 
after his Death by Zeidi Alamanxi, 
that Station, who is at preſent at Venice. 


1 have perus'd this Relation my ſelf, with no 


ſmall Pleaſure; and believe *twill not be unwel- 


come to thee, to give thee an Abſtract of what he 


ſays. | | 
It- is, poſſible, he may exaggerate ſome Things, 


and. deliver himſelf too n! in others, out of 
the natural and inherent Averſion the Jes have 


for the Chriſtians. But thou wilt find, that in the 
Main, he inſiſts only on ſuch Reflections as it be- 
comes any Man to make, who has the leaſt Spark 
of common Morality and Reaſon. c 

In the firſt Place, he finds Fault with the Eccleſi- 


aſticks, in that they abſtain from Marriage them- 


ſelves, yo recommend that State to the Laity as a 
very ho 

they indulge themſelves at the ſame Time in all 
Manner of Laſciviouſneſs; wallowing in Fornica- 
tion, Adultery, Inceſt, and Sodomy it ſelf, He 


ſays, there. is hardly one Prieſt in Ten, who does 
not keep two or three Harlots; and the moſt 


Recluſe Derviſes, are either Pimps to other Men's 
Luſts, or they indulge their own with the moſt in- 
famous Courtexans and Catamites, Theſe Preten- 
ders to Perfection and Sanctity, are often found 
Maſquerading and Revelling about the Streets, in the 
Time of the Carnaval, with a Company of Whores 


for 


is Succeſſor in 


Sacrament and Myſtery of Religion: Whilſt 
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for their Attendance. | Nay, all the Year round their 
Monaſteries are no other than Stew or Brothel-houſes. 
They introduce Women into their Cells in a mona- 


ſtick Habit, and ſo they paſs for Men who come to 
viſit them as Friends, Relations, or Travellers. Theſe 


Ladies of Pleaſure lie thus conceal'd for many Days 


and Nights together. And the Superior of the Con- 
vent winks at this for a little Money, being moſt 
commonly as bad as any of them. £4 
Theſe Holy Fathers go marching and ſlouching 
along the Streets, in the moſt mortify'd Manner 
imaginable, -You wou'd take em for perfect San- 
tones and Idiots. Yet this is all but Mummery, whilſt 
they are the moſt glozing Hypocrites in the World, 
mere Devils in a City, and abounding in wicked 
Thoughts and Practices. | wy” 
Adonai tells a pleaſant Story of a young Monaſtick 
of St. Dominick's Order at Rome, This Monk was of 
noble Extraction, and his Parents were very rich 
and powerful in the City. On which Account he 
was indulg*d many Liberties, deny'd to the reſt of 
his religious Brethren, He was permitted to carry 
Inita Quantities of Gold and Silver about him, for 
is perſonal Expences; and to wear a ſecular Habit, 
ſuitable to his Birth and Quality. But this Liberty 
had like to have prov'd fatal to him one Night du- 
ring the Carnaval, | l 
It was late, and very dark, when this religious 
Bully was beating the Streets, upon the Hunt for 
Whores 5 and walking under certain Piaxza's near the 
River Tyber, he was accofted by a Woman mask'd, 


and in a very good Dreſs ; who ſpoke to him frank- 


ly, asking him the Way to It Rotundo. This is 


the Name of a Church in Rome, dedicated to All the 


Saints: In the Time of the Gentiles, twas call'd 
Pantheon, or the Temple of all the Gods. The Monk 
being in one of his rambling Equipages, and his 
Inclinations equally bent on Pleaſure ; _— 
| allo 


* 


modeſt Repulſe, at length accepted his Offer: And 
by the Way, he perſuaded her into a Tavern. The 
cunning Nymph manag'd her Buſineſs ſo well, that 
the Monk over-heated with Wine, and other coſtl 


Entertainments, grew ſo in Love with her, that he 


forgot ſhe: was to go to the Pantheon, and offer- 


ed to wait on her Home. She accepted the Mo- 
tion, and telling him, her Houſe was ſeated on the 
Banks of the Tyber, they return'd'the ſame Way as 


they came... | | 
When they arriv'd at the Piazza's, where they 
firſt met, three Perſons appear'd, muffled up in 


Cloaks: Two of which ſuddenly ſeiz'd the Monk, 
holding their Ponyards at his Breaſt ; whilſt the 


Third, "diſcloſing the hidden Light of a dark Lan- 


thorn, which he held in his Hand, faſten'd on the 


Lady, and made her unmask. As ſoon as he ſaw her 
Face, he ftamp'd and rav'd, menac'd and ſwore, he 

wou'd be the Death of that Villain who had de- 
bauch'd his Wife. All this was but a fore-laid De- 
ſign. Ina Word, after all the Parts of an abus'd, 


incens'd, revengeful Husband, acted to the Life, 
at laſt, through the Interceſſion of the two other 
Ruffians, and the Monk's penitent and ſubmiſſiye 
Addreſs, it was concluded to ſpare his Life, and only 
ſtrip. him naked; leaving him in that Condition to 


ſeek his Fortune among the Watch. 


This was ſoon put in Execution, and the Free- 


booters, with all their 5 ſeeurely march'd off. 


The poor Monk, thus miſerably abandon'd, with- 
out Garments, Money, or any Thing to comfort 
him in this Calamity, or to bribe the Watch, gave 
himſelf over to Melancholy and Deſpair, in regard 
this Accident would bring an eternal Infamy on 


him, and he ſhou'd be no longer able to ſnew his 


alſo a Hundred Florins about him; preſently made 
anſwer, He wou'd conduct her to the Place ſhe en- 
quired for. She, after ſome counterfeit Eſſays of a 


Face 
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Face in Rome, the Seat of his Nativity; nor among 


any of his Kindred and Friends. Sometimes he 
thought to drown himſelf in the Jyber; or elſe to 


counterfeit a Phrenſy, and ſo run brawling, drivel- 


ing, and talking Nonſenſe 'thro” the Streets; hop- 
1 reſt wou' d never be divulg'd. 1 


Vhilſt he was in theſe penſive Thoughts, irreſo- 


lute what to do, the Wateh walking their Rounds, 


bolted upon him on a ſuddain; and ſeeing a naked 
Man, at that Time of Night, in ſuch a ſolitary 
Place, at firſt were ſtartled, as tho they had met a 
Ghoſt; but recollecting themſelves better, they 


boldly ſeiz d his Perſon, and examin'd how he came 
in that Condition. | | 
It was in vain for him to beg, entreat, and pro- 


miſe any Thing, if they wou'd not expoſe him to 


open Shame. This did but increaſe their Curioſity 


and Suſpicion. In a Word, the Place: of their Ren- 
dezvouz being very near the ſame Tavern where 
this unfortunate. Monk had regabd his Strumpet, 


they led him thither, and kept him Priſoner till 


the Morning. He that kept the Houſe, remember'd 


his Face again; and knowing that the Governor 


of Rome had a ſecret Enmity againſt the Monk, and 


all his Race, ſent him private Intelligence of this 
Adventure, encouraging him to take this Oppor- 


tunity of Revenge ; hinting withal, that he need 


not take notice, that he knew the Monk, but only 
puniſh him as an ordinary Fellow, breaking the 
Laws of the City, _ | 

The Governor, glad of this Occaſion, when the 
Monk was brought before him, order'd him to be 
whip'd through the very Street, where his Mona- 
ſtexy ſtood. This was done accordingly; and as he 
paſs'd by the Gate, his Brethren, ſeeing. him in 
that Condition, ruſh'd out, and reſcu'd him from 
the Executioner's Hands, breathiug Revenge againſt 
the Governor, and all that were concern'd in put- 
a | | * ting 
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ting this Diſnonour on their Houſe, and the whole 
* * | | 5 


I muſt be forc'd to break off, before I have in- 
form'd thee of half their Tricks, leaſt I ſhou'd tire 
thee with the Length of my Letters. Beſides, it is 
neceſſary for me to conclude, unleſs I wou'd miſs 
my Opportunity: For the Poſt tarries for no 
Man. » 4 
Venerable Hadgi, live thou to enjoy the ſerene 
Pleaſures of Virtue and Innocence, and pray for 
Mahmut, that he may never be ſtain'd with the 
Corruptions and Vices of Infidels, among whom 
he reſides. | | ET: 


Paris, 18th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1662. 


* 


LETTER XIII. 
To the Chiaus Baſſa. 


HE French King's Genius ſeems altogether bent 
'T on Martial and Politick Affairs; and tho' he 
allows ſome Moments to his Love, yet the greateſt 
Part of his Time is conſecrated to the neceſſar 

Affairs of State, and to the Improvement of Mili- 
tary Diſcipline. This has been his Courſe ever 
fince the Death of Cardinal Maxarini. That Mini- 
ſter, whilft he was living, endeavour'd nothing ſo 
earneſtly as to divert the young Monarch from 
minding Buſineſs, by Plays, Ballads, and other ſoft 
Entertainments. But as ſoon as he was Dead, the 
King began by Degrees, to forſake his youthful 
Recreations, and look into the Affairs of his Go- 
vernment. 3 5 
The firſt bold Stroke of regal Authority which 
he gave, was the Iuppreſing the Superintendant of 
ak Tak , To ns 
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the Finances, a very ancient Office in France, but 
much abus'd of late by thoſe who have enjoy'd it. 


For, having the Management of the Royal Revenues, 


it has been-found out, That they embezzel'd them 
to - their own private Uſes, .purchaſing Houſes, 
Caftles, Towns, and the faireſt Eſtates in the King- 
dom for them and their Poſteriti x. 
The laſt in this Office, was the Sieur Fouquet; who 
beſides the Waſte he made of the King's Money in 
this Kind, was laying up an extraordinary Proviſion 
of Arms and Powder in Belle Iſle, a Sea- ort of 
France: Which gave the King ſo great a Suſpicion 
of his ill Deſigns, That he went in 2 after him 
as far as Nantes; and being there farther informed 
of a private Correſpondence held between the Sieur 
Fouquet, and ſome Malecontents of Cardinal de Retz's 
Party, he caus'd him to be arrefted, and ſent Pri- 
ſoner to the Wood of Vinciennes: From whence he 
has ſince been brought to the Baſile. This was 
done in the 9th Moon of the laſt Year, and was 
the Occaſion of erefting a new Chamber of Juſtice, 
to enquire into the Conduct of thoſe who were 
employ'd by Fouquet in the Management of the 
Finance. 5 „ 
The great Diſcoveries this Chamber has alread 
made, of the Cheats and Tricks practiſed by thoſe 
through whoſe Hands the King's Revenues have 
aſs'd, will, its thought, move the King to eſta- 
liſh it as a perpetual and Sovereign Court of Inquiſi- 
tion : So that not the Value of an Asper ſhall hence- 
forth be paid out of the Royal Treaſury, without the 
b „ eee of this Chamber. He has alſo retrench- 
ed many ſuperfluous Offices in his Houſhold, that he 
may the more eaſily ſupport the Charges of thoſe 
that are neceſſary. 428 | | 
Thou wilt- better comprehend the Wiſdom of 
this Prince, when thou ſale know, that he truſts 
nothing abſolutely to his Miniſters, but pries into 
IE” every 
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every Thing himſelf. He examines Matters of the 
ſmalleſt Moment, as narrowly as the moſt important 
Concerns, He makes daily Reformations among his 
domeſtick Seryants, and new models both the Army 
and the State, Which is alfo no ſmall Argument of 
his Courage, and the Greatneſs of his Spirit; in that 
he dares contradi& the Methods of all his Progeni- 
tors; take the Frame of this mighty Government, as 


it were, to Pieces; and having mended every Thing 


that was amiſs, join it together again; but af- 


ter a Pattern wholly depending on his own Judg- 
ment. This has aſtoniſh'd the greateſt Stateſmen of 
the Age, who conſider the Boldneſs of the Un- 
dertaking, and yet cannot find one falſe Step in his 
Meaſures. For, whereas formerly the Princes of 
the Blood, the Officers of the State, the Governours 
of Provinces, with other Grandees, having given 
frequent Trouble to the Kings of France, and not 
ſeldom rais'd Civil War when any Thing diſguſted 
them (ſo great was their Power, and ſo ſmall their 
Dependance on the King) : This Monarch has by a 
happy Effect of his Judgment and Reſolution, gi- 
ven ſo dexterous a Turn to the whole Syſtem of the 
Publick, that the Princes find themſelves more ag- 
grandiz'd than ever; the Officers of the Crown 
perceive their Dignity encreas'd with new Luſtres, 
and the Governours of Proyinces exerciſe a ſtronger 
Hand over their Subjects, yet all of them are re- 
duc'd to an entire Dependance on the King him- 
ſelf, not being in a Capacity ever to rebel again, 
Which is eſteem'd a Miracle of Policy. As he has 


thus gained the Point of his Subjects at Home, and 


eſtabliſhed his Realm in the moſt perfect Oeconomy 
that can be imagined; ſo he has recovered a par- 
ticular Honour abroad, that till this Time has 
been always diſputed between the Crowns of France 
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It ſeems an Embaſſador from Sueden arriy'd at the 


Engliſh, Court in the 19th Moon of the laſt Vear: The 


French Embaſlador ſent his Coaches to honour the 
Publick Entry, as is uſual between Friends. But the 
Spaniſh Embaſlador, deſigning to affront the French, 


ſent his. Coaches alſo to attend the Ceremony, ac- 
ccompanied by his own Servants, and a Rabble of 


idle Perſons whom he had hir'd on purpoſe. Theſe 
fell on the French as they were paſling along the 


Street, kill'd ſeyeral of them, and by Force Ropp'd 
ador 


their Coaches, till thoſe of the Spaniſh Emba 

were gat before them ; the Pre-eminence of Place 
being the chief Thing ainr'd at, „„ 
This was highly reſented at the French Court, and 
every Body thought that a freſh War would break 


out again between the two Nations on this Account. 


The angry young Monarch commanded the Spaniſh 


Embaſſador reſident here to depart the Kingdom; 
and when another was ſent to ſupply his Place, the 
: King forbad him to enter his Dominions, Complaints 
Were made at Madrid, and all Things tended to a 


Rupture. Till at length the King. of Spain, having 
promiſed to make Satisfaction, his Embaſlador was 


received. at this Court, who aſſured the King, That 


his Maſter diſavow'd the Action of his Miniſter in 
England, and had given expreſs Command to all his 


Embaſſadors in Foreign Courts, not to diſpute the 


Place with thoſe of France, but to yield it to the 
latter, where they ſhould' both be preſent at the 
ſame Entry, This was declar'd in the Preſence of 


Thirty Foreign Miniſters reſiding at this Court, 
Which has rais'd a-yaſt 2 to the King of 
France among all his Neig 

greater Reverence into his Subjects at Home. 


bours, and ſtruck the 
In a Word, he is look d upon as the moſt fortu- 
nate Prince in Chriſtendom," and every State courts 
His Friendſhip, He gives the Law to the reſt of 
0 ee : "Ys 
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Europe, yet remains himſelf Arbitrary and above 
Controul. | 

How long his Affairs will continue at this Height, 
is known only to God, who exalts and abaſes whom. 
he pleaſes; who is the ſole Monarch of all Things, 
reigning for ever without the leaſt Shadow of Re- 
volution or Change. 5 8 


Paris, 12th of the 7th Moon, 
¶ the Year. 1662. 


LETT RR 
To the ſame. 


1 
— . 


T was. late when I finiſh'd my other Letter being; 
1 the Hour of the Devil's Range, when the Infer- 
nal Spirits are permitted to air. themſelves in this 
Upper World. Methoughts I heard the Clattering 
Eccho of the .Gates of Paradiſe, which are ſhut at 
that Seaſon to keep out the Demons from entering 
and diſturbing the Repoſe of the Bleſs'd. This 
made me conclude ſo abruptly; left ſome. Buſie 
Scribe of the Dark Regions, ſhould have inſerted 
Evil in my Letter whilſt 1 were aſleep. I recom- - 
mended my ſelf to God, and went to Bed, After 
Two Hours Reſt, awaking, I perceiv'd by the Crow- 
ing of the Cocks, That the Troops of Hell were res 
tir d to their Den, chas'd down by Arcturus and the 
Guardian Conſtellations of the South, and by the An- 
Ho of the Second Watch. Then J aroſe, and chear- 
fully addreſs'd my ſelf to God, praiſing him for the 

fucceſſive Benefits of Day and Night, and extol- - 
ling his. magnificent Works, with the exquiſite Or- 
der that he has eſtabliſh'd in the World. Remem- 
| ug 24 1 bring 
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bring alſo that I was a Man, and not born to ſleep, 
but to ſerve the Grand Signior and my Friends, 1 
readily ſet Pen to Paper again, to give thee a farther 
Account of the French King and his Court, with ſuch 
Occurrences as haye happen'd' of late. 5 
This Monarch is very ſingular in his Conduct, 
and Manner of Life; not brooking to be confin'd 
to the Maxims of others, but ſquaring all his Acti- 
ons by Rules of his own: Yet 'tis difficult to find 
a Fault in his Proceedings. He hears the Advice of 
his Counſellours and Friends; and when they have 
done, he convinces them in many Things, That 
they are under a Miſtake; which makes em ad- 
mire the Force of his Reaſon, and the Readineſs of 
Wis Wit, eſpecially when they ſee the Events an- 
wering ExpeQation. | 

Neither is he altogether ſo intent on State-Mats 
ters, but that he ſometimes gives himſelf the De- 
verſion of a familiar Diſcourſe with the moſt in- 
genious Artiſts of all Sorts, who find themſelves 
much improy'd by the Quickneſs of his Invention, 
and the Solidity of his Judgment in the Mecha- 
nicks: For he is an excellent Gun-Smith, Sword-Cut- 
ler, Arrow-maker, and every Thing that becomes a 
King to profels. . 

He is a good Architect alſo, and takes vaſt De- 
light in Buildings, having laid the Foundations of 
ſeveral magnificent Structures, Palaces of a noble 
Deſign, and intended to outvy the moſt polite and 
4 Fabricks of ancient Greece and Rome. For, 


tell thee, this Monarch would not willingly come 


ſhort of any of the Cæſars. „„ x 
At the Beginning of this Year, he 1 
his Court, by a Promotion of Sixty two Knights of 
the Holy Spirit. 1 have often mention'd this Order 
in my Letters to the Miniſters of the Porte; and thou 
that haſt been in France know iſt, That tis the next 
Step to being made Peer of the Realm. I ** only 
| | 5 e orm 
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inform thee, that during the Ceremonies of this laſt 
Promotion, the Dukes of Vendoſme and Longue ville had 
a Feud about the Precedency, which at laſt was ad- 
juſted in Favour of the former. In a Word, the 
King declar'd the Houſe of Vendoſme to have a Right 
of Priority before all other Princes, and to ſucceed in 

the Throne itſelf, next after the Houſe of Bourbon. 
his js look'd upon as a bold Effort of Royal 
Power, and has ftartled all the Court. No leſs ſur- 
prized were they to ſee the Duke of Lorrain reſign 
all his Eſtates to the King of France, reſerving only 
the Poſſeſſion of em during his Life. 5 

And, now the King having weather'd the Point 
with all his Enemies, both Foreign and Domeſtick, 
ſtudies nothing more earneſtly, than to divert his 
Queen, and to let his Subjects taſte the Sweets of 
Peace, the Effect of his matchleſs Fortune, to which 
even crown'd Heads find themſelves compell'd to 
ſtoop and ſubmit. | | | 

On the 5th of the foregoing Moon, by his Ap- 
pointment was held a Tournament or Carouſel, as the 
French call it. This is a Sort of Exerciſe on Horſe- 
back, in imitation of the ancient Manner of fight- 
ing with Spear and Shield. th 

The Place where r ran, was rail'd about, and 
magnificent Choiſes erected for the Queen and Ladies 
of the Court ta fit in, as Spectators. The Diver- 
tiſement was very pompous; and the King was 
one of the Combatants. The reſt were the Duke 
of Orleans the King's Brother, the Prince of Conde, the 
Duke of Enguien Son to the Prince, and the Duke of 
Guixe. Each of theſe led a Troop of Horſe into the 
Field. That of the King's was habited after the 
Manner of the old Roman Knights. The Duke of 
Orleans 's made a Figure like the Perſians: The 
Prince of Conde's repreſented the Ottomans: The 
Duke of Enguien's Troops were in Indian Habits; 
and the Duke of Guixe's appear'd like the Salvages of 
| | e | America. 
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America. It wou'd be too tedious to deſcribe the par- 
ticular Magnificence of each. Suffice it to ſay, That 
they were all prodigiouſly majeſtick and rich in 
their Equipage. The Courſes alſo they made, were 


brave and full of Gallantry, But the Prize, which 


was a Diamond of great Value, was adjudged to the 
Prince of Conde by the Queen-Mother, 2 
One of the former Kings of France, loſt his Life 
at this Royal Exerciſe, being run through the Eye 
into the Brain by the Spear of an Engliſʒ Knight 
then at the French Court, and one of the Combatants: 
For which Reaſon, the following Kings of France, 
forbore to expoſe themſelves to the like Danger: 
But this young Mars fears nothing, being as ven- 
turous and bold as was Sultan Amurat, the Trophies 


of whoſe victorious Combat with the Perſian Chal- 


lenger at the Siege of Babylon, hang up in the Trea- 
ſury to this Day, as Monuments of his invincible 


Courage and Strength. Sultan Achmet alſo took 


great Delight in throwing the Lance with his Cour- 
tiers in the Atmeidan. Theſe are Sports fit for Kings 


and great Generals. And ſome of the Roman Ceſars 


themſelves would play the Gladiators. | ry 
It is not lawful for me to cenſure or reflect on 
the Actions of my Sovereign. But I will tell thee 


What the French ſay of him by Way of Contempt; 

That he never combated in his own Perſon, with any 
_ "Thing but timorous Hares and Hinds, It makes me 
bluſh to hear the great Emperour of the Eaſt thus 


blaſphem'd by the prophane- Mouths of Infdels. 
And it were to be wiſh'd, he wou'd do ſome ſur- 


prizing Action, to raiſe himſelf another Character. 
1 fay no more, but recommend thee to God and the 
White Angel, EG. 


Paris, 1270 of the 7th Moon, 


of the Year 1662, | | 
| LETTER 


r yo ard — — — — 


Vol. VI. 2 Spy at Parts: 105 
NE LE TTER XV. 


70 Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant a: 
„„ MGM. - > 7 


Hou haſt oblig'd me beyond my Expectation, 
T in that ample Hiſtory of thy Life, which thy 
Letter contains. I efteem thee not the worſe, be- 
cauſe thou wert born of Chriſtian Parents; but ra- 
ther put the higher Valpe on thy Merit, in that 
being bred in Superſtition and Error, thou haſt 
voluntarily embrac'd the Truth, without any Pro- 
ſpe& of advancing thy Intereſt. 77 1 
When a Man ofa noble Stock, born to Riches and 
Honours, . bred in Softneſſes and Delights, and 
actually poſſe(s'd of a fair Eſtate, ſhall thus. aban- 
don his Country, his Relations, Friends, and Ac- 
quaintance, with all his native Rights and Enjoy- 
ments, purely for the Love of God, reſigning him- 
ſelf wholly to the Will of Deſtiay, and the Conduct 
of Providence, without conſulting. his own Eaſe 
and Delight in this World; tis an evident Sign of 
a faithful Heart, and that his Integrity is. without 
Stain. e e AA a7 | 
All this, and much more, it ſeems, thou haſt 
done, and therefore thou can'ſt not fail of being, 
happy in this World, and in Paradiſe. 1 
IJ am extremely pleas'd in reading the various 
Adventures of thy Youth, thy early Inclinations to 
viſit foreign Countries, and thy actual. Travels 
high Europe, Aſia, and Africa. This is the only 
Way to learn true and. compleat Wiſdom, : For, a 
Man edifies a thouſand Times more by his own-pex- 
ſonal Experience of Things, than by all the: mo& 
elegant Deſcriptions, that can be made. by. others. 
Beſides the Advantage of becoming expert in the 
8 £ F 5 „„ Ou 
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Teveral Languages and Dialects of the Earth; which 
he can never learn ſo perfectly in Books, as by con- 
verſing with the Natives of each Country through 
which he paſſes. | | 

Beyond all this, there is an infinite Pleaſure in 
ſeeing the Variety of Objects, which every where 
—_ themſelves to a Traveller's Eye. There is 
nothing more delightful to humane Nature, than 
to try all Things. Man is cloy'd with what 1s too 
familiar to him. The moſt ae: ee Palace, 
wou'd appear as a Priſon to him that were always 
confin'd to it. The greateſt Fields, and moſt ſhady 
Groves, wou'd afford us mo Refreſhment, if we had 
not Liberty to ſtraggle out of them when we pleas'd. 
Man is naturally wild as other Animals, and tis as 
bad as Death to be reſtrain'd of his Freedom. 1 


| bad rather at certain Seafons, range in a Wilderneſs, 


all over-run with Weeds. and Briars, than in the 
moſt regular and fr Garden in the World. 1 
would willingly chulſe the Fatigue of climbing up 
a high, ſteep, craggy Mountain, for the Sake of 2 
new and larger Proſpe&; before the Eaſe of walk- 
ing always in a low Valley, or even Plain, tho“ 
grac'd with never fo. many inviting Objects, which 


muſt atways be the fame : So fulſome are the very 


Pleaſures we are daily accuftomed to. | 

I doubt not, but that it was very agreeable to thee 
in thy Journies, when every Remoye thou madeſt 
from Stage to Stage, promis'd thee ſomething novel 
and freſh, A Man in ſuch Caſes, is apt to think the 
Sun himſelf new, who has fhined upon him from 
his Nativity: The Air, the Earth, and Waters, 
appear not the ſame Elements, in different Plages ; 
or if our Reaſon convinces ns their Nature 15 not 
changed, yet we look upon em as Maſquerades, 
every Day in a new Dreſs: eſpecially when we 
go from one Region and Climate to another, the 
Strangeneſs of the Diſguiſe is heighten'd, So In- 
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5 * a Variety preſents it ſelf to thoſe who tra- 


But nothing affords a Man greater Delight, than 
to be familiarly acquainted with the different Ha- 
bits, Laws, Cuſtoms, Manners, and Neligions of 
Mortals like himſelf. To ſee em in one Part of the 
World adoring the Sun, becauſe he ſhines on em 
but once a Year, whilſt all the reſt of the Time 
they are ſhut up in continual Darkneſs, very near 
being ſtarv'd with Cold, and making hard ſhifts to 
livez in another to behold *em grimacing, and 
hear 'em curſing that glorious Planet, becauſe he is 
always too near em, rendring their Countries barren, 
drying up their Water, an e e their Perſons 
almoſt to Death; muſt needs be delightful to a 
contemplative Man. And for ought we know, the 
Laughter of Democritus might be the Reſult of as 
good Thoughts as Heraclituss Tears. Who would 
not ſmile to ſee ſome paying divine Honours to the 
Scare-Crow of their Garden, to a Tree, a Hog, a Dog, 
or any Thing they firſt caſt their Eyes on in the 
Morning, as they do in Lapland? And yet who can 
forbear to weep, when he ſees Men profeſſing to 
believe the Laws of Moſes, and the Meſſias, (who 
both preach'd up the divine Unity) pretending to 
the pureſt Religion in the World, and bred in the 
Study of the Sciences, worſhip Stocks and Stones, 
Pictures and Images, Nails, Rags, Bones, Hairs, 
Bits of old Wood, or any Thing — 4 their cunning 
Prieſts impoſe upon em as adorable, | | 
Happy art thou, Zeidi, who art freed from theſe 
Superſtitions of the Nazarenes; and thrice happy, 
in that thou haft chang'd 'em for the Faith unble- 
miſh'd, the DoQrines of Truth and Reaſon, the Pra- 
Rices of ſincere Morality and Virtue. Thou haſt 
not ſhunn'd a Rock, to Ll into a Quick-ſand, nor 


abandoned Idolatry, to ſink into Atheiſm : Bur thou 
haſt eſcaped from * Gulphs and Streights, 
. F§öô a 
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into a free and open Sea; from the dark Fogs and 
Miſts of frozen Chriſtianity, to the bright Empire of 
the Oſmans, the ſerene Company of True Believers, 
where Charity and Zeal are in their genuine and pri- 
mitive Warmth. | 1 N 

Since the Time that thou firſt liſtedſt up thy 
Finger to Heaven, and madeſt a Confeſſion of One 
| God and Mahomet his Apoſtle, none of the Imaum's 
- or Molla}'s have ever attempted to circumyent thy 
Reaſon with feigned Miracles, fooliſh Pilgrimages, 
Tales of Old Women, Fictions of Poets, or any ho- 
ly Frauds, Thou perceiveſt nothing but downright 

Integrity, in the Converſation of the Faithful. 

Whereas the Chriſtians whom thou haſt juſtly de- 
| ferted, have a thouſand Windings and Turnings, 
Foldings and Intricacies, in their Poctrines and 
Lives. So that it is almoſt as eaſy for a blind Man 
to walk from Paris to Conſtantmople, as for theſe 
Infidels to grope out the Way to Paradiſe, through 
ſo many Meanders and Maxes: They are involved 
in a perfect Circle of Error and Vice. 

Praiſe be to God, who planted the Moon in the 
Heavens, and cauſes the Stars to dart their refreſh- 
ing Rays by Night; thou art happily delivered out 
of their Snares, Let not thy Reſidence now among 
them, ever tempt thee to return to the religious Va- 
nities of holy Trifles, which have once made thee 
ſick at the Heart. Remember, that thou beareſt 
in thy Body the Mark of a True Believer, the Seal of 
a great Sacrament, the Character of a profound My- 
ſtery, Circumciſion, the Emblem of Purity, by which 
thou art more enabled, than by the Blood of the Po- 
lonian Lord, thy Father, which ſtreams in thy Veins. 
For now thou art incorporated into the Society and 
Lineage of Ibrahim, the Illuſtrious Patriarch, and 
Friend of God. Conſider that thou art as it were 
engrafted into the glorious Stock of the en" 8 
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born to ſubdue all Things, and in the determined 

Time, to poſſeſs the Empire of the Univerſe. Thou 
haſt the Honour alſo to ſerve the Grand Seignior, 
Lord of the Climates and Seas, majeſtick Heir of the 
Ottoman Houſe, Shadow of God on Earth. 

Hold faſt therefore the Profeſſion of an unblame- 
able Faith; and whatever Temptation thou mayeſt 
meet with, keep thy Mind always fixed on the un- 
ſeen Joys of Paradiſe, the Crown of juſt and faith- 
ful Men, the Reward of ſuch as adhere to God and 
his Prophet without flinching. | | 

Mahmut ſalutes thee in Imagination, with a part- 
ing Kiſs, and an affectionate Squeeze of the Hand, 
which thou knoweſt was, in all Ages, a Token of 
hearty Good Will and Friendſhip. = | 


Paris, 15th of the 9th Moon, 
e the Year 1662. 


— 
—— 


LETTER XVI. 
To the Kaimacham. 


Here is like to be a Breach between this Court 
5 and that of Rome, if the Pope does not con- 
deſcend to the Demands of the French King, who 
ſtiles himſelf the Eldeſt Son of the Church, and 
therefore highly reſents an Indignity that has been 
done him of late, in the Perſon of the Duke of Cre- 
qui his Embaſſador at the Roman Court. 
It ſeems, the Pope's Guards on the 2oth of the 8th 
Moon, made an Attempt on the Life of this Miniſter 
and on his Wife: They alſo put barbarous Abuſes 
on all the French that were in that City: Inſomuch, 
as the Duke and Dutcheſs of Crequi were oblig'd to 
quit Rome privately, and retire into Tuſcany z b cing 


3 
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'advis'd to take this Courſe, w all the Cardinals and 


other Grandees that are Friends to France, _ 
The King receiv'd News of this, by an Expreſs 
which came from the Duke of Crequi on the 11th of 
the gth Moon. And he was paſſionately touch'd at 
ſo ſacrilegious an Injury, whereby he is not only 
wrong'd himſelf, but the Law of Nations is violat- 
ed in a moſt notorious Manner. Os HR THE 

Wherefore to ſhew his Reſentments, on the 
ſame Day that the Courier came from Rome, the 
King order'd the Lieutenant of his Guards, to tell 
the Pope's Nuncio at this Court, That he muſt forth- 
with depart the Kingdom, under the Conduct of 
thirty Horſe. This was performed accordingly® 
and the Nuncio was hurried away immediately, 
without ſuffering him to ſpeak with any Perſon 
living, ſave thoſe who. were to accompany: him to 
the Frontiers: And this Order was publickly pro- 
claimed in Paris, The King alſo wrote to the Pope, 
demanding Satisfaction for ſo horrible an Outrage, 
and cans'd Diſpatches to be ſent to all the Cardinals 
in Rome, ing them to contribute what lay in 
their Powers, towards a good Underſtanding be- 
tween the Pope and him, proteſting that otherwiſe 
the Calamities which might follow, were not to be 
laid to his Charge. This is a modeſt Way of Threat- 
ning, us'd by Chriſtian Princes, who do not always 
ſpeak in Thunder, like our Eaſtern Monarchs when 
they menace Var. | : | 

J relate this as a Thing, which tho* it appear of 
{mall Moment at the Beginning, yet its. conſequen- 
ces may be great and extenſive, if the French King 
and the Pope ſhould come to an open Rupture, all 
the Princes in Europe would find themſelves engag d 
on one Side or other. And we Muſſulmans might 
live to ſee the whole State of Chriſtendom disjoynt- 
ed, alienated, and embroil'd in Wars among them- 
ſelves; whereby they would lay their Countries 1 


9 


ked and open to the invincible Arms of the Otta- 
mans, a Lineage of high Renowhi, and deftin'd to 
fubdue all 8 e 5 
But tis thought the Holy Father at Rome, will not 
farther proyoke ſo daring and powerful a Monarch 
as him of France, by juſtifying the Inſolences of 
his Janixaries, who ene. to that Height of 
Fury, as to diſcharge Guns into the Windows of 
the French Embaſſador, kill'd ſeveral of his Retinue, 
and aſſaſſinated the Dutcheſs of Crequi in her Coach, 
as ſhe paſſed along the Streets, 1 
Illuſtrious Miniſter, theſe are Violations not pra- 
ctiſed by the moſt barbarous Savages. And 'tis an 
evident Sign of a decaying Empire, where the Pub- 
lick Faith is thus perfidioufly broke. God infatuates 
the Infidels, that he may ſpeedily bring em to Ruin. 
Whereas he daily enlightens the Juſt Followers of 
the Prophet, and directs them in the Ways of Pro- 
ſperity and Peace. Th | | 


Paris, 34 of the 11th Moon, 
e the Year 1662. 


— 


— * 
— — 


LETTER XVII. 


To Mohammed, the Muſtrious Eremite of * 


Mount Uriel in Arabia. 


IN the Name of God, Benign and Merciful, I ap- 

1 proach the Reſidence of great Sanctimony, the 
tremendous Solitude, the Cave bleſs'd by frequent 
Viſitations of Angels, and by the former Preſence 
of the moſt Sublime among Mortals, Mahomet the 
Legate of the Eternal, the Plenipotentiary of Alla, 
King of Heaven and Earth. Alla! There is but One! 
Whoſe Name reſounds through all the Orbs _ 
: ' | wnen 
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when pronounc'd by the faithful Adorers of the 
Divine Unity on Earth: And the Eccho thereof, from 

the adamantine Gates of Paradiſe, reaches the Abyſs 


of Hell, ſtriking the infernal Spirits with Horrour 
and Aſtoniſnment. They vie at the Sound of 
the dreadful Word, which chains them up in 
their Priſons of Darkneſs. Whereas had they Faith, 
they would rather rejoyce, belieying that the ſame 


Word will one Day releaſe em from their Tor- 


ments. For ſuch is the Clemency of the Omnipo- 
tent, as our Holy Doctors teach, e 

O Mohammed, Friend of the Moſt High, and Tenant 
to his Prophet; I have experienc'd, that it is good 
and wholſome to begin every Thing we do or lay, 


in the Name of God. Wholſoever does otherwiſe; 
either fails in the Progreſs, or the End of his Deſign, 


and ſo remains in Confuſion. Tagot creeps into his 
Enterprize, and through Malice ſpoils it, robbing 
a Man of his Crown: or Negidher, the Spirit of 


Envy, winds himſelf in, and intangles it: or Ablis, | 


the Dæmon of Melancholly, caſts a Damp on it, and 
bereaves the Undertaker of his Joy. Such is the 
Fate of thoſe who thro' Prophaneneſs, Sloth, or 
Contempt, forget to pay the due Veneration we 
owe to the Author and Source of Providence, and 
good Succeſs. 1 18 LEES! 

Let us not therefore think the Time miſpent, 
which is taken up in the Praiſes of Him who has 
neither Beginning or End, Father of all the Genera- 


tions in this viſible World, and that other which is 
- coneeal'd from Mortals. He is the Goyernour of our 


Lives, and our ſole Patron in all Neceſſities. Let us 
extol and magnify his Attributes without End. 
I am by Nature contemplative, and thoughtful , 


but I muſt needs acknowledge, Thar I owe to my 


Education among the Muſſulmans the Force of my 


Faith and Religion. The various Turns of Fortune 
and Experience, which I haye had in the World, 


cou'd 
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cou'd never yet blot out the Impreſſions of my 


early Years, or diminiſh the Reverence I have for 
our Holy Prophets. I often reyolve in my Mind, the 
Series of paſt Ages, and the Hiſtories of former 
Times; the Origin of Nations, and the various 
Laws, Religions, Wars, and Changes. I traverſe 
the different Epocha's of the Poſterity of Ibrahim, 
and the Gentiles, comparing the Date of 1/rael's 
Tranſmigration out of Egypt, with the Years of Na- 
bonaſſar and the Olympiads. In all of them I find 
great Obſcurity, Contradiction, and Doubtfulneſa, 
which puts me upon examining the Records of Egypt 
and the Aſſyrians. The Antiquity of both is very 
great, and yet it comes far ſhort of the Chineſe Chro- 
nology, and that of the Indian Bramins, - 
When I have tir'd my Soul with a vain Search 

of that which can never be diſcover'd; when LI 


conſider the Probability of an univerſal Del 3 


the Time of Noah, and the Arguments which al- 
moſt demonſtrate the contrary, comparing this 
with the Flood of Deucalion, and that other of Ogyges: 


na Word, when I reflect on the numberleſs In- 


congruities that are found in the Regiſters of paſt 
Ages, I cannot but conclude, there is as much Rea- 
ſon for me to believe, That God has determinately 
thus darkened the Knowledge of Mortals, as that 


he confounded their Language at Babel, according 


to the celebrated Relation of Moſes. Whence it 


will be but loſt Labour for us who live in theſe 


latter Times, to ſeek for any Aſſurance or Cer- 
tainty of the Truth in Matters of ſo remote and 

early a Date. | LEE” 85 5 
Wherefore leaving every Nation to their own 
Traditions, the Jews to the Manuſcripts of Moſes, 
and their Rabbi's; the Gentiles to the Fragments of 
Hermes Triſmegiſtus, Orpheus, Homer, Heſiod, Theo- 
phraſtus, and other Sages of Egypt, Phaniaa, and 
Greece; I, for my Part, acquieſee to the Volume of 
| F 
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Majeſty, the great Alcoran; and to the Writings of 
our Holy Doctors, Arabians, the Sons of Iſmael; not 
puzzling my ſelf with endleſs Diſputes and Queſti- 
ons; nor cenſuring others who worſhip God after 


their own Way, and the Documents of their Fa- 


thers; but firmly believing, That he who ſerves 
God according to the Dictates of his Reaſon; who 
is juſt to Men and Beaſts, and in all Things con- 
ſerves an innocent Purity of Life; is as accepta- 
ble to the Great Creator, and Impartial Judge of the 


Univerſe, as he that has had the Happineſs to be in- 


ſtructed in the poſitive Injunctions of Heaven, the 
reveal'd Will of the Omnipotent, And this I take 
to be the Senſe of our Holy Law-giver, of the Meſſias, 
and of all the Prophets in A 5 
Doubtleſs, that ſuperlatively merciful and indul- 
gent, connives at the Frailties of Mortals; He pities 
the invincible Ignorances of ſome, and the fatal 
Neceſſities of others. He knows the infinite Varie- 
2 of our bodily Conſtitutions, and the equally dif- 
ferent Bent of our Souls. He conſiders the Force of 
the Elements and Climates wherein we live, and the 


unconquerable Influence of the Stars under which 


we were born. The whole Syſtem of human Na- 
ture with its moſt hidden Circumſtances, is ex- 
pos'd to the Eyes of him who ſees all Things. He 
is no Stranger to the Anatomy of his own Works. 

Therefore he requires no more of Men, than can be 
expected from the Faculties with which he has en- 
du'd em. Neither will he damn any Man for an 
involuntary Evil, | . | 
O Mohammed, this is my Faith, my Hope, and 
my Confidence. Otherwiſe 1 ſhould deſpair every 
Moment, If I am guilty of Error and Preſumption, 
correct me in thy Wiſdom. For, before thee, I am 
but as an Idiot. RET oy | | 


Paris, 224 of the 12th Moon, © 
of the Tear 1662. LE T- 


—_ 


Yol. 


LETTER XV 
_ To Haſnadar-Baſſi, chief Treaſurer to 
| His Highneſs. 127 


HE French have newly felt the Motions of a 
Joy, whoſe Birth and Growth was like that 


of a Muſhrome, ſudden and ſwift, the Product of a 


very little Time, and which ended in Mourning 
and Tears. The Moon of November beheld a Daugh- 
ter born to the Queen of France: But that Planet 
had hardly carried the News thro' all the Signs of 
the Zodiac, and commanded the Stars of France to 


celebrate a Danalma; 1 2 ſhe was oblig'd to be 


the Meſſenger of more fad Tidings, and to pro- 


claim the Death of this young Princeſs, to the Con- 


ſtellations that aſſiſted at Her Birth, 
In a Word: She was born on the 18:h of the 
11:h Moon, and died on the 30th of the 12th. It 
Jooks as if ſhe only came into the World to be a 

_ Witneſs of the Concluſion of the Peace between Her 
Father Lewis XIV. and Her Grandfather, Philip the 

King of Spain; and ſo return to the Region of ſe- 
parate Souls. | ; 

This Peace was in General Terms ſign'd and ſeal'd 
long ago, but there remain'd ſome Difficulties in 
adjuſting the Limits of the French Conqueſts, which 
were referr'd to the Management of Commiſſioners 


on both Sides: And theſe, after they had debated 


the Matter for the Space of two Years, at St. Omers, 
Arras, and Metz, at length finiſh'd the Negotiation 
on the 25th of the 115 Moon, of the laſt Year. 
Which was juſt ſeyen Days after the Nativity of the 
French Princeſs, ON 3 

This Royal Infant alſo liv'd to ſee Dunkirk, one 
of the ſtrongeſt Sea-Ports in the World, re-deliver'd 
to her Father by the Engliſh, in whoſe — 
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116 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
had been, ever ſince 'twas firſt taken from the Spa- 
:tards. The King took Poſſeſſion of this importam 
_ . Place in his own Perſon, entring the Town on the 

24 of the laſt Moon. 3 | | 

"Tis look'd upon as a grand Overſight in the Exg- 
liſß, thus tamely to part with a Fortreſs which is 
inexpugnable by Land, and commands the Northern 
Seas. But Money ovyer-rules all other Conſidera- 
tions. And, it ſeems, the Engliſh Court had Occa- 


ſion for Gold. 


. - 


There is lately a good Underſtanding eftabliſk'd 


between this King and the Emperour of Germany: 


They often write friendly Letters one to another, 


and ſeem to be perfectly reconcil'd. To ſpeak the 
Truth, this may be call'd the pacifick Year among 
the Inhabitants of Exrope. For, excepting ſome 
Skirmiſhes and Bravado's of War between the Spa- 
niards and the Portugueze, all the reſt of Chriſten- 
dom is in Peace, And the Portuguexe have ſo 
ſtrengthen'd themſelves by marrying their Tnfanta 
to the Exgliſh King, that what thro' his Aſſiſtance 
and the Aid of France, they have almoſt reduc'd Spain 
t©.a Necethhy.of making Peace... — 
Thou wilt ſay the Portuguexe have over. reach'd 
the Engliſß in the Dowry they give with their I 
Fanta. This is only the Town of Tangier in Barba- 
ainſt the Moors than it is really worth. For, 
thoſe bold Africans will perpetually aſſault the 
Town, and oblige the King of England to maintain 
a vaſt Garriſon in it, beſides a Multitude of other 
Expences, This makes the Portuguexe ſecretly ſmile, 
to find themſelves handſomely rid of two great 


2. 1 A Place which will coſt them far more to de- 
en 


and burthenſome Charges, a Daughter of the Royal 
Blood, and an old Fortreſs of no Uſe or Service, 


ſave only to diminiſh the Publick Treaſure, and 
make away with ſome Thouſands of Men every 


Year, | 


; 
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IIluſtrious Grandee, tis no ſmall Encouragement 
to the poor exil'd Mahmut, that tho' he be ma- 
lign'd, flander'd, and perſecuted by his Enemies, 
yet he ſtill finds Protection and Friendſhip from the 
principal Miniſters. And that inſtead of Checks 
and Reproaches, to which 1 was formerly accu- 
ſtomed, my Salary is now augmented to the Pro- 
portion of my r Expences; Money is ſent 
me with a liberal Hand, and my Slanderers are put 
to Silence and Same. | 1 

Thou mayeſt acquaint the Divan, that there is 
now at this Court, the eldeſt Son to the King of 
Denmark. What his Buſineſs is, People conjecture 
variouſly. Some ſay, tis Love, others affirm *twas 


only the Deſire of ſeeing Foreign Courts drew this 


Prince from his native Country. 8 | 
Thou mayeſt alſo inform them, that the Duke of 
Savoy has married a Princeſs of the Blood Royal, 
they call her Mademoiſelle de Valois. Eliachim the 
Few lies dangerouſly ſick of a Fever. | £ 
As for me, who never had my perfe& Health 
ſince I came to Paris, yet I retain a ſound Mind, 
and a Heart inviolably devoted to the Intereſt of 
the Grand Signior : Whom God long preſerye on the 
Throne of the Ottomans. . | | 


Paris, | 10th of the 1ft Moon, 
e the Near 1663, 5 


1 
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LETTER XIX. 


To the Kaimacham. 


FERE is a Man come to this City, a Calabrian 
by Birth, and of all Countries by Education; 


Fer he has been a Trayeller from his Infancy, if 
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118 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
what he relates of himſelf be true. He ſpeaks all or 


moſt of the Languages of Europe very fluently, and 


is reſorted to by People of diverſe Countries, under 
the Character of a Fortune-Teller and Phyſician. He 
Poms both Parts to the Admiration of all that 
ve been with him, | | 
The Princes and Nobles of France viſit him daily, 
and ſo do Perſons of meaner Birth. They diſcover to 
him their ſecret Maladies, and this Apollo ſeldom fails 
of Succeſs in curing them. He beſtows ten Hours a 
Day in freely converſing with People of all Ranks 
uy Qualities ; healing the Diſeaſes of ſome, and tel- 
ling to others their future Deftinies | 
I went to his Chamber one Day, not to learn my 
Fate (for I have little Faith in modern Prophets or 
Aſtrologers; nor to be cur'd of any Diſtemper, 
having no Efteem for Quacks and Empiricks; be- 
ſides, I was in good Health at that Time) but Cu- 
rioſity was the only Motive which led me thither, 
that I might improve my ſelf in other Reſpects 
by this Stranger's Company, and learn ſomething 


Which I knew not before of foreign Courts, where- 
by I might become more ſerviceable to the Grand 


Signior in this Station, and farther unravel the 


Secrets of Chriſtian Princes. For ſo it often falls 
out, that a Man reaps ſome confiderable Adyan- 


tage from the Society of Travellers and Men of 


Experience: And I had good Reaſon to hope for 


Gme Profit by this Man's Acquaintance, Who is 


thought worthy to be courted by the Grandees of 


France, 5 


Wberefore I addreſs'd my ſelf to him with A- 
bundance of Ceremony and Regard; uſing alſo as 
much Diſſimulation as I thought neceſſary to con- 


ceal my ſelf and the Deſign 1 had in coveting his 
Friendſhip. 1 ſeemi'd a great Admirer of judicial 
Aſtrology, and told him I was very ambitious to learn 
the Rudiments of that Science from him, haying * 
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his Skill highly commended not only by vulgar 
Fame, but by the Mouths of Men of Senſe and Qua- 
lity, who gave him a fair Character. I ſaid a great 
deal more to inſinuate my ſelf into his good Opini- 
on. But there being Company with him, he return« 
ed my Compliments with much Civility, and deſir'd - 
me to come to him at a more convenient Seaſon, and 
to leave my Name, that he migpt order his Seryants 
to give me a kind Reception at any time, if he 
himſelf ſhou'd be out of the Way, becauſe it was 
common to ſend many from the Door, without in- 
troducing em. I told him my Name was Titus of 
Moldawia, and that my Buſineſs at Paris was to ſtu- 
dy in the Academy, in order to my Preferment in 
the Church. When he had taken this down in Wri- 
ting, with the Hour and Minute of the Day, after the 
Manner of Aſtrologers, be begg'd me to excuſe the 
Neceſſity he was under of returning to his Compa- 
ny; and ſo I took my Leave. ATT 
Not many Days after, I went to him again, full 
of Hopes that I ſhould benefit much by his Compa- 
ny. But as ſoon as he ſaw me, he ſurpriz'd me 
with this Language: | 35 „ 
Sir, You have ventur d much in coming to me: For 
now tis in my Power, to diſcover you and our Buſineſs 
in this City, But i I ſhould betray any Man, my Gift 
would be taken from me I am neither a Follower of 
Moſes, Jeſus, or Mahomet, nor of any Set that is 
now extant on Earth: But 1 adore the Spirit and 
Soul of the Univerſe, which is Eternal and Infinite. 
Therefore I hate no Man for his Religion, let it be 
what it will, And you that are not what you ſeem to 
be, ſhall receive no more Hurt from me in this Place, 
than the Coadjutor of Paris: For I am of no Par- 
ty or Faction. All Men are equally my Friends, 
who do me no Wrong, and every Place is my 
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Thou may'ſt imagine that I was in no ſmall Aſto- 
niſhment at this Diſcourfe. But recollecting my 
Spirits, and conſidering it had always been my Opt- 
nion, That theſe Fortune-Tellers deal by Contedera- 
cy; and ſuſpecting that my Name being known to 
him ſo long before, it was not difficult for him to 
inform himſelf ſomething of me ; or that ſome Bo- 
dy of his Acquaintance who knew me, had ſeen me 
go in and out from Mm, and ſo told him ſome of 
my Circumſtances. I made a Shew of going away 
diſſatisty'd, ſaying, It will be but loſt Time to hearken 
any longer to you: For I perceive you know nothing of 
me, in telling me I'm not the Man IT ſeem to be. No, 
reply'd he, with an obliging Kind of Earneſtneſs, 
you are an Arabian, and ſerve ſome Eaſtern Prince in- 
cognito, Then he went on, and told me in a few 
Words ſome former Paſſages of my Life. He hint- 
ed at the Dangers I had been in, during my Reſi- 
dence at Paris; mention'd my Captivity at Palermo, 
and the Re-encounter I had with my old Sicilian 
Maſter. To be brief, he told me ſo many other 


Things which I knew to be true of my ſelf, that 1 


grew very uneaſy in his Company, and yet durſt 
not depart from him of a ſudden, or ſhew any Diſ- 
content, But muſtering together all the Diſſimu- 
lation and Artifice I could, I turn'd the Diſcourſe 
to other Subjects; RY very importunate to 
learn Aſtrology of him, and promiſing him a large 
Gratuity, if he would teach me, I fairly took Leave, 
reſolving, if poſſible, never to ſee him more. 


Never was a Man in greater Anxiety, than I was 


when I came Home to my Chamber, and ponder'd 
what had paſt between this Stranger and me. I 
am not credulous of Miracles, Prophecies, or pre- 
tended Reyelations, Yet 1 proteſt N I could 
-not forbear thinking, he was endu'd with an extra- 
ordinary Faculty -of divining, or at leaſt, that he 
was an excellent Aſtrologer. Nay, to this Day I know 
I Ts not 
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not well what to conclude of him. He may, for 
ought I know, be a Demon incarnate:: or perhaps 
he is a Magician, Sometimes I think one thing, 
and .ſometimes. another, If he performs theſe pro- 
phetick Parts by Confederacy, ſtill I'm at a Loſs 0 
; ſhon'd come to know ſo much of me, who al- 
ways.thought my ſelf the gs Man in Paris, and 
have neglected no Methods that were proper to ren- 
Aer me fach in Truth. Then I ſuſpe& my old Sici- 
lian Maſter is one of this Man's tee ee and 
has told him ſome of my Circumſtances: For I have 
no Reaſon to be jealous of Eliachim the Few. It 
muſt be ſome ſuch Way, or elſe he is more than a 
Man, that can thus readily. penetrate into the Secrets 
of a Stranger. VV 
Sage Kaimacham, I pray God defend thee from the 
Snares of Counterfeits and falſe Pretenders. 


Paris, 13th of the loth Moon, 
f the Tear 1663. 


r 


LETTER 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


LF 7 Hat I am going to relate wou'd ſeem incre- 
* dible to my ſelf, and for that Reaſon I 
wou'd not give it any Room in a Tetter to all the 
diſcerning Miniſters of the Porte, were it not con- 
firm'd by Letters from ſeveral Merchants in the 
North Parts of Holland to their Correſpondents in 
this City. And they all agree, That on the gth 
Day of the Moon of November, a ſtrange Man was 
ſeen to float on the Sea near the Shore, being ſup- 
ported by a Piece of Timber, on which he ſate 
with a Bottle of ſtrong 85 in his Hand. Thoſe 
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who firſt beheld this Spectacle, were fiſhing in a 
ſmall Boat ; and judging him to be the Relick of 
ſome Shipwreck (for there had been violent Tem- 


man- 


eſts in thoſe Seas about that time) made up to 1 
kim, and took him into their Skiff. He expreſs'd 
his Gratitude for this Kindneſs, in the beſt Manner 3 
he cou'd (for no Body underſtood his Language.) p 
And when he was come aſhore, he fell on his | 
Knees; and having lift up his Eyes and Hands to v 
Heaven, he proſtrated himſelf, and kiſs'd the Earth. 1 
His Garments were made of the Skins of Fiſhes, 5 
the Hair of his Head of a. flaxen Colour, and he 2 
ſeem'd not to be faint for want of Suſtenance : 4 
W hich made every one conclude, that he had kept Pu 
up his Spirits with that chymical Liquor in the Bot- * 
tle, which was near half emptied, 5 
As ſoon as he ſaw the riſing Moon, he fell on * 
his Face, and mutter'd certain barbarous Words, 6h 
knocking his Forehead againſt the Ground. Then hi 
he roſe and danc'd after a wild Manner, ſinging 9 
pretty natural Airs: And at every Stop, with his ve! 
right Hand extended, pointed to that Planet, ex- ye 
preſſing both in Tone and Actions much Devotion dif 
and Love, 1 the 
Many learned Men were ſent for, to conſider of mi 
this Stranger, and if poſſible, by Signs or other Means, fir 
to diſcover from whence he came, and what Fate Th 
or Accidents had thus abandon'd him to the Fury gi 
of the Winds and Waves, to the Extremity of ſay 
Hunger, Cold, and Watching; and to the devour- anc 
ing Jaws of Sea-Monſters, But all their Efforts cun 
were unſucceſsful; they ſpoke to him in ſeveral Wal 
Languages, he anſwer'd them, but ſtill in a Diale& viſi 
different from any of theirs, and altogether un- Gar 
known. He ſeem'd to utter his Words in a Tone and 
between whiſtling and ſinging; which made ſome the 
conclude, he was a Chineſe, becauſe that People vine 
pronounce many of their Letters after the ſame 'Poy 
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manner. So do the Inhabitants of Tunquin, and 
Malabar, with other Kingdoms in the Eaſt of Aſia, 
and Letters with them are as ſignificant as Words 
with the Europeans. They ſhew'd him Globes and 
Maps of the World, done by ſeveral Hands, and in 
various Languages, with particular Charts of all the 
maritime Regions on Earth. But, to no other pur- 
poſe, than to excite his Devotion afreſh to the Moon 
whoſe Reſemblance he ſaw on ſome of thoſe Pa- 
pers, He would ſmile at that Sight, kiſs his Fore- 
finger, and with a religious Complaiſance touch 
the Figure of that Planet : Then ſeeming to be in 
a wonderful good Humour, he would turn round 
and fall a dancing with his Arms ftretch'd and 
turn'd in the ſame Poſture as thoſe who uſe Caſtag- 
nets, or Cymbals. Singing all the while a fort of 
inarticulate Sounds, but furprizingly muſical and 

ſweet. So that no Body knew what to make of 
him. | 4. 

He appear'd very temperate, modeſt, and reſign'd ; 
refuſing no Meats or Drinks that were offer'd Nine 3 
yet neither eat nor drank to exceſs: Neither was he 
diſcontented at his Lodging, or any other Uſage ; 
tho' they tried to vex him ſeveral Ways, that t ey 
might ſee how he would vent his Paſſion. But he 
ſmiled at all, and ſubmitted patiently. to eyery 
Thing they impos'd on him. 

One thing was obſervable, that where-ever he 
ſaw any Water, he would run to it immediately, 
and waſh himſelf, as well as he could in thoſe Cir- 
cumſtances, never forgetting to ſprinkle ſome to- 
ward that part of the Heaven, where the Moon was 
viſible. And when they led him into the Fields o 
Gardens, he wou'd crop the Graſs and Flowers 
and with a compos'd Look, wou'd throw them up in 
the Air, adding ſuch religious Geſtures, as con- 
vinc'd every one, That he did it in Honour of ſome 
Power above. Various were the Conjectures of Men 
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about him; ſome were of one Opinion, and others 


of aquite different. No Body cou'd politively con- 
clude any thing. Neither is it poſlible, as I'm in- 


form'd, for the wiſeſt Men in thoſe Parts to find out 


this Myſtery. | 

Perhaps he's ſuch another, as Imaum Rapibabet, a 
Perſian Writer, mentions, who in the Year of the 
Hegira 502, Was taken up by a Merchant Ship of 
Tndia, in the Streights of Babel Mandel, pretending 
to be dumb, but capable of hearing, writing, and 
expreſſing himſelt ſeyeral other Ways, if any Body 
cou'd have underſtood his Language. At laſt he 
was found to be an Ethiopian Slave, run away from 
his Maſter; an ingenious Fellow, and one that ſpoke 
all the Languages of thoſe Parts; and therefore, that 
he might be admir'd, wou'd be ſure to write in a 
Character of his own Invention, which the greateſt 
Sages cou'd not read. | 

Mighty Baſſa, thou encountereſt on that Element 


with ſtrange Monſters, and Creatures under no 


Name or Predicament that is known, yet none ſo 
terrible and dangerous as Cheats and Impoſtors. 
From which I pray Heaven defend thee and me: For 
they infeſt back the Sea and Land. 


Paris, 17th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 1663. 
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LETTER XXI. 


* To Nathan Ben Sadd1, a Jew at 
| SACHA. >: 


— * 
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He Term of our long mutual Silence, enjoin'd 
] us. by our Superiors, is now happily expir'd ; 
. and we haye with good Succeſs, manag'd our ſepa- 

ö e : . 
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rate Parts without holding any Correſpondence to- 
gether. This was only a Trial of our Fidelity, 
Tonduct and Obedience: Or perhaps 'twas no 
more than a Caprice of Policy, or a vain Whim of 
State, For, tis uſual with great Men, thus to pra- 
ctiſe Experiments on thoſe whom they deſign to 
employ in the moſt important Affairs. Whatever 
it be, we have acquitted our ſelves like Truſty 
Slaves; and that's enough for us. 

This comes to thy Hand by an Armenian Mer. 
chant : One in whom I confide. Here are abun- 
dance of that Nation in Paris, and other Parts of 
France. They travel up and down from one Coun- 
try and City to another, under the Pretext of Tra- 
ding; but are really Spies, fent from the Princes of 
the Eaſt, to obſerye the Counſels of theſe Weſter 
Courts, the Deſigns of Nazarene Monarchs, and to 
take an exact Eſtimate of the Strength and Riches 
of theſe Infidels. For, tho' they outwardly profeſs 
themſelyes to be Followers of Feſus, yet in their. 
Hearts they believe the Alcoran, and honour. Mabo- 
met our holy Laꝛugiver. | 5 

There is a Kind of Magick in Truth, which for- 
cibly carries the Mind along with it. Men readily 
embrace the DiQates of ſincere Reaſon, Yet thoſe 
of thy Nation are obſtinate, and ſhut their Eyes 
wiltully againſt the very Light of Nature. You 
over- value your ſelves and your Lineage; becauſe 
you are the Poſterity of 1ſaac, the Son of Sarah 
the Free- Woman and Wife of Ibrahim: Reproach- 
ing us, that we are the Off. ſpring of Iſmael the Son 
of Hagar, a Concubine and Slave. Lou conſider 
not that Iſmael was the Eldeſt Son of that glorious 
Patriarch; and that. by the Law of Moſes it is en- 
acted, That the Firſt-born Son ſhall inherit his Fa- 
ther's Patrimony, tho' he were the Son of a baſe 
abject Slave, or hated Concubine. Did Meſes make 
a. Law contrary to that of his Fathers: Or, cou'd 
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Ibrahim, the Beloved of God, do any thing contrary 
to the Divine Will? How then cou'd he be guilt 
of diſi nheriting Iſmael his eldeſt Son, the Flower of 
his Strength, and firſt Fruit of his Vigour? Doubtleſs 
the Majeſty and Light of God which paſs'd from A- 
dam to Seth, Enoch, Noah, and Ibrahim, reſted alſo on 
T/mael, Heir Apparent of the Divine Promiſes, Fa- 
ther of many Princes and noble Nations. | 
Let thoſe therefore of thy Nation, ceaſe to boaſt 
of their Pedigree, and exalt themſelves above the 
victorious and triumphant Iſmaelites, Children of a 
high Stock, a Race wherein ſhines forth the Luſtre of 
the antient Renown, and the Right of Primogeni- 
ture: A Lineage of illuſtrious Honour, multiply'd 
as the Leaves of the Trees, numerous as the Stars of 
Heaven, proſperous in all things, by the ſpecial Be- 
nediction of God. Whereas, thou know'ſt, the I/ 
raelites never made any great Figure on Earth, and 
are now reputed no betterthan Vagabonds through- 
out the World. | | x 
Your Rabbi's RT to this, by owning that our 


Father Iſmael was indeed a great Prince; but that 


he was withal a wild and ſalvage Man, who ſupport- 
ed his Nobility and Grandeur by Rapine and Blood, 
dwelling altogether in Deſarts and unfrequented 
Places; robbing the Caravans of Merchants and 
Travellers; oppreſſing the Poor, and murthering the 
Innocent. In fine, they give this Character of him, 
That his Hand was againſt every Man, and every Man's 
Hand againſt him. | 

To this Accuſation they alſo add another, That 


the Princes of the Eaſt who deſcend from 7/mael, 
have all along, even to this Day, eſtabliſh'd their 


Thrones in Cruelty, Maſſacres, and Parricides. 


Fathers bereaving their Children of the Lives they 


ave *em; and Children putting their Parents to 
ub: Brothers murthering Brothers, and facri- 
ficing their neareſt Relations to the Maxims of a 

Y | barbarous 
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barbarous Policy the reſtleſs e of State. 
And that all this is more eſpecially manifeſt in the 
ſublime Houſe of the invincible Ortomans. 

Theſe are the Charges of Hebrew Spight, the 
Slanders which your Doctors caſt on the Progeny of 
Ibrahim, even on Iſmael and his Children, to this 
Day. But I would have thee, Nathan, reflect im- 
partially on Things, and ſuffer not thy Judgment 
to be impoſed on by the Sophiſtry of your Scribes. 
Look back to the Primitive Times of Iſrael, examine 
the Written Law, the Records of Moſes and the Se- 
niors. There thou wilt meet with frequent Ex- 
amples of thoſe very Crimes which 2 lay to our 
Charge; true Parallels of the ſuppoſed Tyranny and 
inhumane Actions, with which you tax the unble- 


miſh'd Iſmaelites. 


Did not your Father Jacob ſupplant his own el- 
deſt Brother Eſau ? Did he not cheat his Uncle Laban 
of his Sheep? What was wanting to him of 1/znael's 
Valour and Fierceneſs, he ſupplied with a Fox-like 
Craft and Subtilty. Yet, how often did he plunder 
the Children of Hamor? and boaſted afterwards of 


the Preys he had taken from them with his Bow and 


Spear. | | | 1 3 
When your Fathers came out of Egypt, what a 
Carnage did Moſes their Leader commit, when he 
commanded the Sons of Levi, to arife with their 
Swords in their Hands, and every Man to kill his 


Brother, his Friend, and his Neighbour ; fo that 


there fell that Day, at the Foot of Mount Sinai, 
Three and Twenty Thouſand Men? Yet, for the 
Sake of this deteſtable Tragedy he bleſs'd 'em, ſay- 


Ing, You have conſecrated your Hands this Day in Blood, 


every Man in the Blood of his Neighbour. Behold ! 
the Original of your Prieſthood, which is the higheſt 
Rank of Nobility amogg the Jews, N 
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Remember how your Fathers almoſt cut off the 


whole Race of Benjamin, ſo that there were not 


above ſix hundred Men of that Tribe left alive. For- 
get not alſo, how Abimelech of the Tribe of Manaſſe, 
got the Sovereignty by maſlacring ſeventy of his 
own Brothers on one Stone, Your own Records 
ſay, That God gave you Kings in his Wrath, among 
whom there was not one who was not a Man of 
Blood. And in the whole Catalogue, you'can ſcarce 
find four who were not tainted with Sacrilege, Ido- 
latry, and other enormous Vices. 1 

In a word, Nathan, both the Sons of Jſnael and 
Tfanc, were but Men; and if thou haſt nothing 
elſe to obje& againſt the former, but what thou 
muſt confeſs the latter were equally guilty of, I 
adyiſe thee henceforth to lay thy Hand upon th 
Mouth, and ceaſe to ſpeak Evil of thoſe, againſt 
whom no Man can ſharpen his Tongue or Pen and 
profper, 45 e 


Paris, 224 of the 2d Moon, 3 = 
of the Year 1663, 


PRES. Ge 


——_ he 


LETTER XXII 
To the ſame. 44 


Concluded my other Letter ſomething imper- 
1 fectly, and ſhort of my Deſign, being interrupe- 
ed by a ſudden Deluge of Humours overflowing my 
Eyes, accompanied with a Tempeſt in my Head, 
which at once took from me the Power of thinking 
regularly, and of ſeeing how to write, I am often 
ſubject to theſe Weakneſſes of late, and to many 
other Maladies. My Body ſenſibly decays; Age and 
Care, Watching and Sickneſs, with a 2 - 

| ualties 
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ſualties beſide, have almoſt difloly'd this congeal'd 
Medly of the Elements. Methinks, I am now no 
more than a poor Skeleton, to which Nature and 
Fortune have left a dry wither'd Skin, for Mode- 
ſty's ſake, to cover its Nakedneſs ; with a few eva- 
cuated Veins and Arteries; ſhrunk Sinews, Ten- 
dons, Muſcles, and Cartilages, to tack this Machine 
of Bones together, and keep it in Motion. In a 
Word, I ſeem to my ſelf to be only a Hobgoblin, or 
Ghoſt in diſguiſe; I cannot ſay incarnate, (for I've 
loſt all my Fleſh) but only bag'd or clouted up in 
the moſt contemptible Shreds, Rags, and antiqua- 
ted Relicks of Mortality, like a Maudlin or Scare. 
crow, 1 hang together by Geometry. 

| Yet, ſuch as I am at theſe Years, I ſtill poſſeſs at 
certain Seaſons, more ſerene and vigorous Thoughts, 
than in the Days of my Youth, when I was full 
of Marrow and good Blood. I can feel my Soul 
ſometimes fluttering her Wings, and briskly ſhak- 
ing off the heavy, ſlimy Cloggs of Earth, of Sleep, 
and of enchanted Life, or living Death. She ſtruts 
and plumes herſelf, ſhe mounts aloft and glides 
in happy, tho' but momentary Foretaſtes of eter- 
nal Bis And then lur'd down again by Charms 
of her accuſtom'd Eaſe and Pleaſure in the Fleſh, 
ſhe comes to hand at call, and being hoodwink'd 
from the radiant Light of Heaven, ſhe. tamely 
perches on the meaneſt ſenſual Appetite, which 
eaſily conveys her to her wonted Darkneſs. This 
is the changeable State of Mortals, and we muſt 
not expect a fixed Condition on this fide the Sepul- 
chre. The Noble and the Vulgar are equally liable 
to theſe Inconſtancies of Spirit; neither can the 
moſt exalted State of Sovereign Monarchs, privi- 
lege them from the common Frailties of Mankind. 
They are no otherwiſe diſtinguiſned from the 

meaneſt of their Slaves, than only by the Vaſt- 
nels of their Poſſellions, their numerous Retinue, 
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their unlimited Power, and the vain .Pageantry of 
external Honour. e ad 

If we examine the Orig of Nobility, and Royal 
Grandeur; if we trace the Genealogies of Princes 


and Potentates up to their Fountain, we ſhall find 


the firſt Fathers of theſe noiſy Pedigrees to be cruel 
Butchers of Men, Oppreſſors, Tyrants, perfidious 
Truce-breakers, Robbers, and Parricides. In a 
Word, the moſt primitive Nobility was no other 
than potent Wickedneſs, or dignified Impiety. And 
all the ſucceſſive Continuations of it by Inheritance, 
EleQion, or otherwiſe, even to theſe modern Times; 
are but ſo many Traducts of exorbitant Power and 
Honour, acquir'd and propagated by the moſt enor- 
mous Vices, by Practices unworthy of Men, and of 
which the Authors themſelves are always aſham'd. 
Therefore they cover their unjuſt Encroachments 
and Invaſions, with the ſpecious Pretexts of Juſtice 
and Virtue, calling that Conqueſt, which is no other 
than downright Robbery, and profeſſing themſelyes 
Patrons of Mens Liberties and Rights, Religion and 
Laws, whilſt in Effect they are the greateſt Oppreſ- 
fors, Hypoerites, Atheiſts, and Out-laws in the 
World. CL Nah | ben 
This is not only true in the Race of Jſnael and 
Tfaac, of whom I made mention in my other Letter, 
but in all the Families which have ever made any 
eminent Figure and Noiſe in the World. | 
What were the four renown'd Monarchies, but ſo. 
many Empires of Banditti, Governments of Free- 
booters,, Pyrates, and Licens'd Thieves? As Diomedes 
told Alexander the Great. I, ſays he, becauſe I play 
the private Corſair, and cruiſe up and' down the Seas 
with one ſingle Ship, am acctus d as a Pyrate : Thou that 
doſt the ſame thing with a mighty Fleet, art call'd an 
Emperor. If thou wert alone, and a Captive, as Tam, 
they would eſteem thee no better than a Thief: And 
were 1 at the Head of a numerous Army, as thou art, I 
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| ou'd be reverenced as an Emperor. For at to the Ju- 
ſtice of our Cauſe, there is no other Difference but this, 

That thou doſt more Miſchief than 1. Misfortune has 

- compell'd me to be a Thief ; whereas nothing but an 

| intolerable Pride, and inſatiable Avarice, on thee upon 
the ſame Courſe of Life. If Fortune would prove more 
favourable to me, perhaps I might become better: Where 

as, thy continual Succeſſes make thee but the worſe. A- 
lexander admiring the Boldneſs of the Man, and the 
Reſoluteneſs of fis Spirit, gave him a Command in 

his Army, that ſo he might rob and plunder from 

thenceforth by Authority. 


But ſhould have begun higher in Antiquity with 
the Empire of the Aſyrians, founded by Niuus, in 
the Blood and Slaughter, Ruin and Deſtruction of all 
his Neighbours, and increas'd after the ſame Me- 
thods by his Wife Semiramis, who begging of her 
Husband, At ſhe-might reign for five Days, and 
he granting her Requeſt, ſhe put on the Royal Or- 
naments, and ſitting on the Throne of uncontroul- 
able Majeſty, commanded the Guards to degrade and 
kill her Husband. Which being done, ſhe ſucceeded 
in the Empire, adding Ethiopia to her other Domi- 
nions, carrying a War into India, and encompaſſing 
Babylon with a magnificent Wall; at laſt ſhe was 
kill'd by her Son Ninyas. Thus was the Aſſyrian 
Monarchy eſtabliſh'd in Regicides, Maſſacres, and 
Carnage. And by the ſame Methods twas tranſla- 
ted by Arbactus to the Medes. He having caus'd 
Sardanapalus, the laſt and moſt effeminate of all the 
Mrian Kings, to die in the midſt of his Concu- 
bines. Thus was Treachery and Murther handed 
down Ln 6g Soyereign Power; till at length Cy- 
rus the Perſian, transferr'd them to this Country; 
Whoſe Son, Cambyſes, rais'd the ſecond univerſal Mo- 
*narchy, on the additional Ruins of many other 
Kingdoms, cementing it with the Blood of his Bro- 
ther and his Son. a all, ie was tranſlated 
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to the Macedonians, by Alexander the Great, not 
without an equal Guilt of Parricide, and other exor- 
bitant Vices. From whom at laſt it deyoly'd to the 
Romans. 5 %%%ͤͤ 00. eat 

What need I mention the ſcandalous Birth of Ro- 
mulus and Remus, the Twin-Sons of an inceſtuous 
Veſtal? Or, their debauch'd Education under a 
common Proſtitute, fabulouſly yeil'd by the Roman 
Hiſtorians, under the Title of a Woh, to render 
the Origin of their Empire miraculous? Why ſhou'd 
I recount the horrid Fratricide committed by Romu- 
tus on Remus his Brother; or the celebrated Rape of 
Sabine Wives, Virgins, and Widows? It will feem 
invidious, to call to mind the deteſtable Murther of 
Titus Tatius, the good old Captain of the Sabines, 
with many other barbarous Maſſacres. Let, theſe 
enormous Crimes were the Foundations of the Ro- 
mans Grandeur and Nobility, ſo formidable after- 
wards to the whole Earth. And the Superſtructure 
was anſwerable, through all the various Changes and 
Revolutions of Government, even to the Reign of 
Auguſtus Ceſar, under whom Rome gain'd the Title 
of the fourth univerſal Monarch). 
This Emperor, tho' he wWas eſteem'd the: moſt 
merciful and juſt Prince on Earth, yer he eſta- 
bliſh'd his Throne in the Blood of his Kindfed, ma- 
crificing the Children of his Uncle to thè Ends of 
State: And that he might not deviate from the 
Royal Ingratitude of other Princes, he harbarouſſy 
ee. the N of his Father's Brother, 
who had adopted him to the Inheritance of the im- 
perial Pignity. Scorning by an unkingly Tender- 
neſs, to ſpare the glorious Names of Antony and 
Cleopatra, to whom he was ſo nearly related, and 
who had inyeſted him with the Power of being fo 
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I will not make thee ſick, by rehearſing the abo- 
minable Lives and wicked Actions of the Nero's, 
Domitian's, Caligula's, Heliogabulus's, Galienus's, and 
the reſt of thoſe. Royal Monſters, Hiſtory itſelf 
bluſhes to recite ſuch Prodigies of Impiety, and their 
very Names are odious to all Generations. 
If we paſs from theſe mighty Empires to King- 
doms of leſs Note, we ſhall ſtill trace the Footſteps 
of the ſame Vices. Both ancient and modern Re- 
cords are full of  thefe' Tragedies. The original 
Kingdom of the Greeks took its Rife from the Par- 
ricide of Dardanus; and the female Empire of the 
Amazons, began in the barbarous Maſlacre of their 
Husbands. All Ages and Nations afford us Exam- 
ples of this Nature; and the higheſt Honours, Dig- 
nities and Commands, were eyer acquir'd and main- 
tain'd by the higheſt Injuſtice, | e 
Therefore, honeſt Nathan, let thou and I never 
envy the Nobles and Grandees of the Earth; but 
contented in our humble Poſts, ſitting under the 
Umbrella's of a happy Obſcurity, let us ſerve the 
e with Integrity, and a Zeal void of In- 
4461.24 | 8 N EI 
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tiles. Hence Pythagoras drew his Tetragrammaton, 
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Jo Codarafrad Cheik, a Man of the 
| | AIC AR 

Hou wilt approve the Sentence that was yeſter- 
T day executed on a Frenchman in this City, who 
ſaid he was the Son of God, and had perſuaded a 
great many poor ignorant People to believe him. 
He was burnt alive for his Blaſphemy, and his Aſhes 
kick'd into a Ditch. Had he been convicted of this 
horrid Impiety in any of the Grand Signior's Domi- 
nions, he had undergone the like, or a more terri- 
rible Puniſhment : For the Alcoran expreſsly ſays, 
That God has neither Wife, Son, Daughter, or Compa- 
nion: And that thoſe ſhall ſuffer eternal Pains, who 
teach any ſuch Doctrine. Doubtleſs there is but one 
God, and the Eternal Unity cannot be divided, or 
multiply'd, to make more Gods in Faction, or pro- 
create an Off- ſpring of diminutive Deities, He, the 
Father of all things, dwells in eternal Solitude, and 


from an infinite Retirement, beholds the various 


Generations of the Univerſe; they are all equally 
his Off- ſpring, and 'tis Blaſphemy to affirm he has 
a Son, or a Daughter, or a Companion like unto him- 
ſelf. For he is uncreated, unbegotten, and entire: 
fole Poſſeſſor of his own Glory, without Rival or 
Competitor. There was none before him, neither 
ſhall there be any after him. He is without Begin 
ning or End. 9 Es : 

But theſe Infidels harbour ſtrange Opinions about 
a Trinity of Gods, and follow the Doctrines of Hermes, 
Triſmegiſtus, Plato, Plotinus, and other Pagan Philo- 


* 


ſophers, who aſſerted a Triad in the Deity; and on 


that Baſis, founded all the Politheiſm of the Gen- 


by 


a... 
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by playing the chymical Arithmetician, and extracting 
a Quaternity out of Three. But the Poets not puzzling 
their Heads with the Myſteries. of theſe Divine and 
Unintelligible Numbers, deliver'd their Theology in 
plain, groſs Fictions, ſuitable to the Capacities of the 
Vulgar : One midwifing a Goddeſs out of Jupiter's 
Brains: Another ſtarting a God from his Thigh. 


But this ſilly Fellow, could not derive his Pedigree 


ſo near as from a little Toe of the Divinity. There- 
fore, he was deſervedly reduc'd to his firſt Atoms, 
and ſpurn'd out of the World. | 

The French have various Kinds of Puniſhments 


for Malefactors; but none more terrible than break- 


ing on the Wheel. This is infficted only on notori- 
ous Criminals, and the Manner is thus: The Party 
condemn'd is faſten'd to a Wheel, with his Arms 
and Legs extended to their full length and wideneſs, 
Then comes the Executioner, and with an Iron Bar 
breaks one Bone after another, till the miſerable 
Wretch is in the Agonies of Death, and ſo he is 
left to expire in unutterable Torments : For, ſome 
Men of ftrong Conſtitutions, will retain Life in this 
Condition for twelve or more Hours together. 
Honourable Codarafrad, tho? the Executions of the 
Eaſt are more ſwift and ſurprizing, than thoſe in 


the Weſt; yet they are not comparable to them for 


Cruelty : The worſt Death being but a Minute's 
Pain. | ; 

Sage Cheik, 1 reverence thy accompliſh'd Know- 
ledge in the Laws of Equity and Juſtice. 5 


Paris, 15th of the 34 Moon, 
e the Year 1663. 


The End of the Second Book. n 
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LETTER I. 
' To Solyman his Couſin, at Chalcedon. 


AGHIADCYE Commend thee for removing thus 
IN from Place to Place; and cou'd wiſh 
. that thou would'ſt not only exchange 
ED thy Reſidence through all the Cities 
N. SY ſeated on the Boſphorus, Propontis, 
Eaxine Sea, and the Helleſpont, but 
vilit by Turns all the famous Marts in the World, 

-- Praiſe be to God, we are not born in M#ſcovy, Ruſſia, 


China, or under the narrow-ſoul'd Goyernments of 


Tycurgus, Plato, and ſuch kind of jealous Law-gi- 
1 tan * 1 7 
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vers; where it would be no leſs Puniſhment, than 
the Loſs of one's Eyes, Ears, and Feet, if not o 
Life itſelf, to travel out of his native Country, or 
for a Stranger to come in, excepting foreign Am- 
baſſadors and Agents, who in China are forced to 
travel with their Faces veil'd or muffled from the 
Confi nes to the Court left they ſhould ſpy the Diſ- 
advantages of the Country... . e ; 
Doubtleſs this is repugnant to the Law of Nature 
and Nations, an Qppreſſion of Humanity, and di- 
rectly oppoſite to the Purpoſe of God, when he de- 
ſign'd and made us for ſociable Creatures: For, the 
whole Earth is but as one Country or Province, com- 
mon to Men and Beaſts. Tis our Element, and 
therefore we ought to be free in it, to range where 
we pleaſe, as the Fowls do in the Air, and the Fiſh 
in the Sea, without any Law, Reſtraint, or Injury. 
Such a Thought as this, made Socrates, when he was 
ask'd, What Countryman he was ? anſwer, I am 4 | 
| . of the Univerſe, and therefore free to live where = 
7 will, „ {oo £ 
Thou know'ſt our Couſin Iſouf has travel'd over 
all 4/4 and Africk, with ſome Parts of Europe. My 
Brother Peſteli Hali, has alſo viſited many Regions 
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in the Eaſt. Both of them have improv'd their E- 44 
ſtates and Fortunes in the World, the one at Aſtra - 1 | 
can, the other at Conſtantinople, Follow their Steps, T1 
and thou may'ſt have thy Heart's Content. Go, and 1 

obſerve the different Manners of Men, their various 41 


Cuſtoms, Laws, and Religions. Survey the Moun- 1 
tains, Vallis, Deſarts, Rivers, Lakes, Seas, Cities, 54 
Caſtles, Palaces, and all the other defirable Objects, 
which embelliſh this Globe. | 
But beware of the Infirmity of moſt Travellers, 
who, Camelion-like, change their Humour and Man- 
ners as the Regions vary through which they paſs : 
Mere Mimicks, Buffoons, and Apes, who place their 
Excellency in imitating every thing they ſee, or 
LEST 1 e 1 
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meet with, Thus degenerating from themſelves; 
| Inſtead of improving their Minds in true Science and 
Wiſdom, and hardening their Bodies to endure pa- 
tiently the Injuries of the Elements, with all the Fa- 
tigues and Contingencies of humane Life, which are 
the chief Ends of travelling, next to that of learning 
how to ſerve our Sovereign and our Country in a 
more refined Manner. 8 
Solyman, never think that thou wilt deſerve the 
Character of a prudent Traveller, if at thy Return 
thou canſt only boaſt of ſtrange and incredible Things 
thou haſt ſeen, tell monſtrous Romances, and 
Fictions more fabulous than thoſe of the Gentile 
Poets. Aim at ſolid Knowledge, and the Improve- 
ments of a rational Creature, As thou goeſt out 
a Muſſulman, ſo return; but with all the Advan- 
tages that may recommend thee for a Perſon ac- 
compliſh'd in Hiſtory, Morals, Politicks,' and Divine 
Philoſophy. + ph . | 
If thou dareſt not undertake a Ramble at large, go 
to thy Couſin Iſouf at Aſtracan, where he is ſettled 
ina Way of Traffick and Merchandiſe. Take hy 
Voyage by the Black Sea, and the Palus Mæotis. Caſt 
thy Eyes on the ancient Kingdom of Colchis, as thou 
ſaileſt by her Shores; conſider the Temper of 'the 
Mingrelians, Circaſſians, and Tartars, with the reſt of 
the People” through whoſe- Territories thou wilt 
paſs. And when thou arriveſt-at 4ftracan,: tell my 
Couſin 1ſouf, that 1 wiſh'd thee to take this Courſe: 
He will reſpect thee for thy Unele's Recommenda- 
1 tion. Shew him this Letter, and let his own 
ö 


Eyes ſee the Hand-writing of Mahmut, the aged, 
"RF weather-beaten Slave of the [Earth's Great Sove- 
5 reign; the old grey, griſled Watchman of the Sub- 
| lime Porte, which is the Refuge of Mortals. He will 
5 find many Opportunities to advance thee; But J 
it 

| 


adviſe thee to wean thy ſelf from all Fondneſs, In- 
conſtancy, and Diſcontent. Be true to e 
4 | ” edu- 
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ſedulous and active, patient and reſign'd. Take all 
things as they come from Deſtiny, without being 
peeviſh or fretful. | « 

So may God bleſs thee, and give thee the Riches 
of the Earth, and the ſweet Influences of Heaven; 
make thee happy here and hereafter. Finally, may 
thy Reſt be on high in Paradiſe. 


Paris, 1/7 of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1663, 


LE TT ER 
To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


Here is no doubt, but when thou waſt in the 
Indies, the Names of Sultan Dara, Sujah, Au- 
rengſebe, and Morad Batche, were. not leſs known 
to thee, than that of their Father Cha lehan, the 
Grand Mogul, Thy Buſineſs as well as Curioſity, 
call'd thee often to the Court, where thou haſt 
heard the Characters of theſe young Princes, whoſe 
early Years furniſh'd the World with Matter of 
Noiſe and great Expectations, and gave the old 
Monarch that begat 'em Trouble and Care enough 
to keep 'em in Order, and prevent their Machina- 
tions againſt one another as well as againſt himſelf, 
For in thoſe Days he ſaw his Family divided into 
Factions, and a Royal Envy mix'd with Ambition, 
whetting Brothers and Sifters againſt each other, 
who by Nature were made for the Offices of reci- 
procal Love. | | | 
Surely, tis but a glorious Infelicity for Children 
to be thus born Candidates of a Crown, when each 
T | is 
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is oblig'd by a Principle of Self-preſeryation, to 
purſue his Claim, in a Method wholly repugnant 
to Humanity, and the Affection that is due to thoſe 
of the ſame Blood: When ſhaking off all Tender- 
neſs and Compaſſion, the Sons of one Mother mult 
ſheath their Swords in each others Bowels, to. pre- 
vent their own Fate; and raviſh a Crown by Force, 
to ſave their Lives. | 5 
Vet this is the Misfortune of all the Eaſtern 
Courts, that they cannot ſee a Prince aſcend the 
Throne, without the Slaughter of his Brethren, and 
all that can be ſuſpeted to pretend, or ſtand in 
Competition with him for the Sovereignty, 
However, it muſt be confeſs'd that the Indian Po- 
licy in this Point, is far more generous than that of the 
Ottomans or Perſians: Who either immediately after 
their Poſſeſſion of the Throne, murther in cold Blood 
all the reſt of their Lineage; or at leaſt impriſon 
them in ſome dark Dungeon during their Lives, and 
not ſeldom put out their Eyes. And this is owing to 
the Diſadvantage the unhappy Children of our Mo- 
narchs lie under, in that from their Infancy they are 
confin'd to the Seraglio, and educated under the Tu- 
telage of Women and Eunuchs, even during the 
whole Life of their Father; ſo that he who 1s ad- 
vanc'd to the Throne, has all the reſt in his Cuſtody 
the firſt Hour of his Reign. | | 
.: Whereas in Indoſtan, the Princes of the Blood, 
Are committed to able and learned Tutors, and as 
they grow in Years, encreaſing alſo in Knowledge, 
Wiſdom and Courage, they are diſpos'd of, every 
one ſuitable to his Capacity. Some being made 
Miniſters of State, others Generals of Armies, or 
Governours of Provinces : W hereby each is put in 
a Condition to make Parties for himſelf, among the 
Grandees, and thoſe of inferior Degree, and. to 
fortify his Intereft in Court and City, Country and 
Camp. Thus an open Field is left for all DF: 
| Ws | their 


Vol. VI. 2 Spy at PARIS. 141 
their Wit and Courage in, for the Sake of Inheri- 
tance: and 'tis more equal to let them nobly skir- 
miſh for a Crown, and make a warlike Lottery for 
Life or Death, than ſet up one with the Adyantage 
and Character of a Butcher, and turn the Serazl” 
to a Shambles, always polluted with Royal innocent 
Blood. - 

| But every State purſues its own Maxims ; and 
there are not wanting Men of the Law, who juſtify 
this inhumane Conduct of our Sultans, as the only 
Means to prevent publick Diſtractions and civil 
Wars; which always happen, where there are many 
Pretenders to the imperial Dignity : As it lately fell 
out in the Indies. | | 

I need not acquaint thee with what proves 
Dignities and Commands, the great Mogul inveſted 
his four Sons. Thou could'ſt ſufficiently inform thy 
ſelf of theſe things when thou waſt at Dehli, the ca- 
pital City of Indoſtan. Neither need I ſay any thing 
of Rauchenara Begum, or her Siſter Saheb, the two 
Daughters of Cha lehan. Thou haſt been there in 


Perſon, know'ſt more of theſe things, than I, Who 


am oblig'd to the Merchants and Travellers for all 
my Intelligence of the Indian Affairs. 
But 1 can certify thee of ſomething, which has been 
tranſacted there ſince thy Return to Conſtantinople, 
the Fame whereof perhaps is not yet arriy'd to the 
imperial City. 4 4 
Know then, that in the Year 1655, a Rumour 
being ſpread abroad through the Provinces of India, 
that Cha Tehan was dead; each of his four Sons be- 
gan to lay about him for the Crown. They did all 
that is uſual in ſuch Caſes for ambitious Perſons to 
do, by courting the Omrahs and Rajahs with large Pre- 
ſents and larger Promiſes, by obliging the Soldiery 
with immenſe Largeſſes; in a Word, by rouzing 


up the Friendſhip and Integrity of their Adhe- 


rents, and by winning over Strangers to their diffe- 
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rent Parties, with whatſoever elſe was thought ne- 
ceſſary to carry on a proſperous War againſt one 
another: For the innate Deſire of reigning, had 
equally poſleſs'd them all. But Deſtiny, which ap- 
points and conſummates human Events, had reſerv'd 
the Crown for Awurengſebe, who ſurpaſs'd all the reſt 
in Policy and Diſſimulation. 

With profound Craft this Prince over-reach'd 
his younger Brother, Morad Batche, and put him in 
Chains, in the midſt of Morad's own Army; paci- 
fying the Officers with Bribes, and the common Sol- 
diers with increaſe of their Pay, whilſt he ſent their 
Generalaway Priſoner to one of his ſtrongeſt Caſtles, 
This was the firſt conſiderable Stroke he gave to- 


ward the gaining a Crown. For, now he was not 


only rid of one Competitor, and the moſt dange- 
rous of all the reſt, but alſo became Maſter of his 
Army and all his Treaſure, which being joined to his 
own, put him in. a Condition to purſue his good 
Fortune with Succeſs. Yet the War laſted almoſt 
ſix Years, his Brother Sultan Sujah keeping him in 
play on the fide of Bengal, and Sultan Dara near 
the capital Cities Agra and Dehly. 

But at laſt they were both forc'd to yield to the 
Fortune of Aurenpſebe. In fine, he was eſtabliſh'd, 
and now fits on the Throne of -his Fathers, whilſt 
they fell Sacrifices to the Jealouſy and Revenge of 
their victorious Brother, being, as I am inform'd, 
taken Priſoners, and afterwards poyſon'd or hur- 
ry'd out of the World ſome other Way. 

Thus paſſes away human Glory like a Cloud dri- 
ven before the Wind; or like the Smoak of a Fire, 
which looks bright and gay for a while, crackles and 
gives Heat to all that are near it, but is either ſud- 
— — with Water, or evaporates into Air, 


and is no more remember'd. 


Dear Peſiel;, conſider that this Earth is not our 
native Country: We are Foreigners here Ls 
| et 
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let us improve our ſelves, by every Thing we en- | 1 i 


counter, in Knowledge and Virtue, without learniag 1 
the Vanity and Vices of Mortals. . AR 
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EE-LTE KM 
To Uſeph, Baſla. 


| H is great Rejoicings for the Converſion of 
a certain Proteſtant Prince to the Faith of 
the Roman Church. They call hin the Duke of 
Meileboureh. He is ſaid to ſpring from an ancient 
Race of Kings among the Vandals, This Court ca. 
refſes him in an extraordinary manner, as they 
uſually do all Proſelytes of his high Quality; as for 
poor and vulgar Converts, they ſerve only to be- 
come the Prieſts Slaves and Aſſes _ 
The King who is ſtiled The Eldeſt. Son of the 
Church, and therefore ought to appear a living De- 
monſtration of her boaſted Virtues, has been very 
liberal of his Fayours to the new Devotee, creating 
him Knight of the Holy Spirit, which is the moſt ſub- 
lime Degree of Honour in this Kingdom, next to 
that of being made Peer of the Realm. ä c 
Couriers arrive one at the Heels of another from 
the Duke of Beaufort, who is cruiſing about on the 
Mediteranean. But, I cannot get a Sight of any of 
them, nor learn what their Expreſſes contain. The 
Courtiers and Stateſmen here are the very Whirl- 
pools of Intelligence. Whatever News is communi- 
cated to them, is ſwallow'd up and loſt for ever in 
profound filence. They receive all, but return 
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none again, However, People take the Liberty to 
gueſs every Man according to his Reaſon or Fancy. 
Some ſay, the Duke of Beaufort has engaged with a 
Fleet of Algerines, and driven them into their Har- 
bour with great Loſs on their Side, and Triumph on 
his. Others laugh at this as only a Court Romance, 
who ſtrive to prepoſſeſs the Nation with proſperous 
Stories of the King's Arms, both by Sea and Land. 
Whilft a third Sort affirm, That thoſe Diſpatches 
come not from the Duke of Beaufort, who, they ſay, 
is dead, being kill'd by a- Cannon-Bullet, in an En- 
counter with the Corſairs of Barbary : But, that they 
are ſent from the next chief Officers in the Thoulon 
Fleet, to give the King an Account of his Death, and 
receive new Orders. 55 14 8 
In the mean while, we are wholly taken up here 

at preſent with the Reception of the Swiſs Ambaſſa- 
dors. They made their publick Entry into Paris ye- 
ſterday, after they had been magnificently enter- 
tain'd at the Caſtle of the Wood. * A thouſand Cha- 
riots accompanied them through the Streets of Parzs, 
They are brave jolly Perſons, Sons of Bacchus, and 
Hirelings to Mars, ſtout in a Wine-Cellar, and no 
Cowards in the Field. | 

- Courteous Baſſa, Thou ſeeſt.I do not forget my 
Friends, but ſend to all by Turns, the Advice that 
come to my Hands. I wiſh thou would'ſt fayour 
me With a ſhort Sketch of thy Pleaſure with the 
Grand Signior, in the neighbouring Plains of Adri- 
anople. | | | . 


Paris, 10th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1663. 6 
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. ET YEN M 
70 Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 


of the Ottoman Empire. 


5-49-18 hard to determine, whether the French 
F: King excels moſt in Martial Affairs, or in thoſe 


of State. He is good at both. His Counſels are wiſe, 


and His Actions great. A Man botk in Body and 
Mind, form'd for Empire: And out-ſtripping his 
Years in all Things fave the Aﬀairs of Love. Theſe 
indeed he purſues with youthful :Vigour and Paſ- 
ſion, being by Nature very amorous, and eſteem'd 


the Handſomeſt Prince of this Age, by thoſe who 


conſider a rogue SHAPE, graceful Features, and a 
majeſtick Awfulneſs in the Face, as the principal 
Ingredients in a maſculine Beauty. Bit 


' *Tis certain, he's very acceptable to the Ladies, 
who are the moſt competent Judges in this Caſe. 


And they value him ſo much the more, becauſe 


his Love never abates the due Sentiments a Monarch 
ought to have of his Glory. For he gratifies both 
Paſſions, without ſuffering them to interfere, ma- 


naging his ſofteſt Intrigues with ſuch exquiſite 


Prudence, as he ſtill comes off a Hero. 
He has had many a Miſtreſs, and 'tis a manifeſt 
Diſcovery of his Wit, that he never faſten'd his 
Affections on any that deſerv'd not the ſame Cha- 
racter. She that has the greateſt Share in His Heart. 
at preſent, is call'd the Ducheſs of Vaujour; a 
Woman rais'd to that Title by the King's Bounty, 
for the Sake of his Love. She has a refin'd Wit, 
and thft's all can be ſaid in her Praiſe. For, as 
to her Body, *twould: hardly tempt an indifferent 
Painter to employ his Skill, unleſs it were, in de- 
ſeribing what the Taylor endeavours to hide, and 
| : H that's 
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that's a Deformity much like mine, a remarkable 
Bunch in the Back. Yet this great Monarch loves 
her paſſionately, and will not be eaſily croſs'd in 
his Amours, | | 

The Queen and His Mother have endeavour'd by 
diverſe Methods to reclaim Him; but all prove in- 


effectual. A while ago they ſet His Confeſſor to 


Work, who, with Abundance of unſeaſonable Gra- 
vity, repreſented to the Young invincible Monarch, 
the ill Conſequences of unlawful Love (for theſe 


Infidels eſteem none Lawful, but what is beſtow'd 


only on One Wife.) He ſaid all that was proper 
for a Jeſuit to urge on ſuch an Occaſion, and a 
Treat deal more; threatning the Royal Lover with 
NE and I know not what. Impatient 
of this Diſcourſe from a Subject, yet reſpecting the 


Character he bore as a Prieſt, the King with a re- 


ſerv'd Countenance, thank'd him for his pious 
Counſel, telling him withal, that for the Future 
he diſcharg'd him from His Service, being reſolv'd 
to obey the old Canons of the Church, and confeſs to 
none but the Prieſt of the Pariſn. Thus the poor 
Jeſuit was diſcarded, and beſides the King's Diſ- 

leaſure, he has drawn upon himſelf the Cenſures 
and Curſes of his whole Order, for diſobliging ſo po- 


tent a Monarch, only to pleaſe two peeviſh Women. 


Illuſtrious Miniſter, Kings are as Gods on Earth, 
and they eſteem it a Prophanation of their Divinity, 
when their Actions are too narrowly ſcann'd by 
their Subjects. ne e wh 3 
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985 LET TEN V. 
To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the Grand 
Signior's Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


HE News which thy Letter imparts, would 
T affect me with incredible Delight, were ſuch 
a Thing poſſible to come to paſs. It is a long Time 

have been weary of dwelling in Paris, and of 
converſing only with Infidels. There is a perfect 
Antipathy between their Humour and mine. And 
'tis no ſmall Violence a Man does to his Nature in 


ſuch a' Caſe, when all his Actions and Words are 


counterfeited. This goes mightily agaiat the Grain, 
But I have thought nothing too much to do or ſuf. 
fer, for our Great Maſter's Intereſt : and I'm ftil] 


of the ſame Reſolution. Yet Nature it ſelf abhors 


Force and Reſtraint. Therefore twould be a vaſt 
Comfort to be recall'd from this . os 
tion, and plac'd in ſome other Poſt, where I might 
ſerve God and the Grand Signior with more Eaſe, 
Beſides, I have met with nothing but Perſecuti. 


l 
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Grand Megul, there, to negotiate ſome private Af- mi 

fairs of Importance for the Sultan. $ tat 
There is nothing that 1 have had a greater Paſ-. thi 
E - ſion for theſe many Years, than the Happineſs of #3. Be 
| viliting thoſe remote Parts of the Earth, ſo venera- - Ex 
| ble for the Antiquity of their Inhabitants, and the UF tur 
| Excellency of their Laws, Cuſtoms, Religion, and W 
| Government; I mean, the Gentile Indians, and not |: fer 
| the Race of the Moguls, who came out of Tartary; the 
| and are but of yeſterday, in compariſon with the Z Fe: 
Aboriginal People, whoſe Genealogies and Poſſeſſi: the 
| ons of that Country, ſtretch beyond all the Records in = leſ 
the World befide. coin | E the 
Ever ſince I read the Journal of thy Travels in the | ſo 
| Eaſt, Il was enflam'd with an ardent Deſire to ſee that Vid 
| renowned Nation, to converſe with the Bramins, and be, 
| pry into the Myſteries of their unknown Wiſdom of 
* which occaſions ſo much Diſcourſe in the World. lan 
| I know not what ails me, but I promiſe my ſelf vel 


more Satisfaction from their Books, were I capable 3 the 
of underſtanding the Language in which they are cen 
writ, or from the Lips of thoſe Prieſts who have em of 
in their Cuſtody; than from all the Prophets and Sa- * 
j ges in the World, I fancy I ſhould find ſomething |? roi, 
prodigiouſly ſtrange and amazing in their Hiſtory, lab 
yet ſquaring with Human Reaſon, and Probability |? De: 
| of Truth, I ſhou'd meet with Arguments which |! tha 
[ I cannot yet ſtart, to prove the Eternity of the World; full 
N Arguments clear and demonſtrative: Such as wou'd F* Per 


eſtabliſh this Doctrine, againſt all Objections that the. 
have or can be made to the contrary. = Vo 

The Idea which J already entertain of ſo unmea- |} P 
ſurable a Duration, is only founded on my own-na- |? to 
tural Thoughts, and ſupported by the concurrent mil 


Opinion of ſeveral ancient Philoſophers. But I ſhou'd EF tior 
hope to ſee it diſcover'd by theſe Indian Records, to Ple: 
be a Truth as bright as thi Sun, and fix'd as the ada 
Center of the Earth, 5 | | | 3 1 

8 There 
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. There is another Thing, for which T mightily ad- 
mire the Indians; and wherein I endeayour to imi- 
tate them to the utmoſt of my Power: That is, 
the Juſtice and Tenderneſs they ſnew towards the 
Beaſts. Tis a Thing which needs a conſiderable 
Expiation, if by Chance they kill any living Crea- 
ture: But, if they do it wilfully, out of cruel 
Wantonneſs or Malice, and not in their own De- 
fence; 'tis puaiſhed with Death, no leſs than if 
they had murder'd a Man. No care of Health, or 
Fear of Diſſolution by Sickneſs, can tempt one of 
the Brachman Race, to taſte a Bit of Fleſh : Much 
leſs cou'd they be induced by the meer Pleafure of 
their Appetites, to commit that which they elteem 
ſo enormous a Sin, and the very Fountain of all other 
Vices. They count it the greateſt Injuſtice that can 
be, to ſuſtain their own Lives, by the Death of any 
of their Fellow-Animals; and they eſteem it a Puſil- 
lanimity unbecoming a Man, when he dares not 


the Milk of Cattle, which he may enjoy in Inno- 

cence, and Nature affords him more than enough, 

of all Sorts of lawful Nouriſhment. 0 ' 
This religious Abſtinence, is the Mother of He- 

roick Virtues; and thoſe who practiſe it invio- 

lably, are always in a State to contemn the World, 

Death, and all momentary Things. Hence it is, 
that the Indians go to the Inviſible World as cheer- 

fully, as they wou'd take a Journey to China, and 

Perſia, Turkey or any other Part of the Earth. For. 
they eſteem Death no other than a Setting-out, or 
Voyage of the Soul to a more agreeable Region. 


1 to thee, who halt been among them, and art ta- 
tion, I flide into this Diſcourſe inſenſibly, by the. 


admirable Virtues, as a Man falls in Love with a. 


— 


venture his Life on the Fruits of the Earth, and 


But, I need not inſiſt ſo much on theſe Things 
miliarly acquainted with their Genius and Inclina- 


Pleaſure I take in thinking of theſe People and their 
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beautiful Woman, by attentively gazing on her, 
and many Times forgets himſelf and the Buſineſs 
he was about, commits Errors and Indecencies, and 
thro' the Confuſton of his Spirits, is quite loft, like 
one in a Wood, M ei 
To return therefore to my Purpoſe: A Journey to 
the Indies would be very pleaſant to me on ſeveral 
other Accounts. The very Stars of my Nativity in- 
clin'd me to travel, and from my Cradle in my Fa- 
ther's Houſe, I was tranſported to Conſtantinople, 
many Hundreds of Leagues from the Place of my 
Birth. Thou know'f what a Roamer I've been ſince 
that Time: And I can aſſure thee, I retain the ſame 
Diſpoſition ſtill. But there's no Country under the 
Moon which I wiſh to ſee with greater Earneftnefs, 
than Indoſtan; the very Name whereof ſounds al. 
moſt as ſweet as that of Paradiſe. Doubtleſs, *tis the 
Elen of the Earth, in many reſpects. And the Inha- 
bitants believe there was no better for the Original 
Parents of Mankind to dwell in, ranking the Hillory 
of Moſes on that Subje& inthe Number of celebrated 
Fables. I approve not this Cenſure of the Indians; 
yet I tell thee as a Miſſulman, I dare ſay, the myſte« 
rious Writings of Moſes are quite miſunderſtood by 
the greateſt Part of Mankind. Neither ean any two 
of his Interpreters, agree exactly which wasrhe par- 
zicular Situation of Paradiſe. Some plant that Gar- 
den in Meſopotamia, others in Paleſtine; and a third 
fort affirm, twas in Egypt: This Man will have it 
in Aſia, That in Africa. They are divided in their 
Opinions. And I might as well ſay, twas under the 
Red Sea between them both; and bring ab e "ol 
baliftick Proofs to defend it, But, it ſignifies nothing 
to us, let it be where "twill, Every — is a Para- 
diſe, which a Man fancies to be ſo; and nothing can 
beat me off from the Conceit I have of the Indies. 
Beſides, I ſhou'd take a vaſt Delight in my Jour- 
ney thither; Whether I went by the bg 
n Black 
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Black Sea, and ſo through the ancient Kingdoms of 
Colchis, Georgia, and Cathay, coaſting along the Foot 
of Mount Taurus: Or, by the more common Road, 
through Syria, Arabia, and Perſia. Either Way 
wou'd afford Matter of Thought to a contemplative 
Man, whilſt in ſome Places he beholds the Ruins of 
famous Cities; and his Eyes revels on the Spoils of 
Time, of Fire, of War, or of Earthquakes. In o- 
thers, he beholds whole Provinces laid waſte, and 
diſpeopled, only meeting here and there a few Cots, 
Herds, or Tents of Arabs, Tartars, or Circaſhan 
Herdſmen; who ſtraggle up and down the pleaſant 
Fields of Aſia, to pick and chuſe convenient Paſtures 
for their Cattle. DEF: OH | 
How pleaſant would it be to travel through my 
own Country, and behold the Tents of the Sons of 
Iſmael, ſpread o'er the Plains of the vaſt and horrible 
Deſart? To meet with Emirs and Sheghs of Arabia, 
with their Flocks and Herds, fummering it up and 
down, and frelicking from Mountain to Valley at. 
their Pleafure, | 123k 
From this to paſs to another Variety in Perſia, . 
wou'd be equally diverting. What Kind of Thoughts 
mould 1 have whilſt on my Bed, within the Walls 
of Bagdat, the Stage of ſo many great and renown'd 
Actions mention'd in ancient Hiſtory ! 1 ſhould call 
to mind Semiramis, the Foundreſs of that noble Ci. 
fy, and all her Wars with the Indians and other Na- 
tions of the Eaſt. I ſhould reflect on her Policy, and 
the Weakneſs of her Son Ninyas. I ſhould conſider 
the various Tranſlations of the Eaſtern Empire; the 
alternate Fates of the Medes, Aſſyrians, Babylonians, 
and Perſians. And from thence I ſhould naturally fall 
upon the Conqueſt of Alexander the Great; the Riſe 
of the Macedonian Empire ; the Death of that mighty 
Hero in Babylon, and the cantonizing the Empire a- 
mong his chief Officers. Such- Memoirs as theſe, 
would waken my Thoughts of the Vanity of all hu- 
VV man 
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man Affairs, as it does at this Time: And particularly 
I reflect on my Folly, in ſetting my Heart ſo much on 
travelling to a Country, which I am never like to ſee. 

For, alas, my dear Brother, I am not able to endure 
at this Age the Hardſhips of ſo long a Journey, as I 
could in my Youth, Much Sickneſs has impair'd the 
Strength of my Conſtitution. - I am grown as tender 
as an Infant. The leaſt Puff of Wind is ready to blow 
out the Flame of Life. And whereas formerly, nei- 
ther-Heat nor Cold, Hunger nor Thirft, Labour or 
Watching could hurt me; now my Health receives 
Damage from every one of theſe. I could not poſſi- 
bly out- live the Fatigue and Pain of travelling two 
or three Days together without a Drop of Water to 
freſh my [panting Soul. An habitual Fever has 
made me the thirſtieſt Man in the World. Then I 
am not able to bear the ſcorching Heats of the Sun, 
to which a Traveller in thoſe Parts is neceſſarily 
expoſed. 1 roy pe diſſolve like Wax, or rather 
exhale in Smoke, in the midſt of ſo many Fervors. 
In a Word, my Body is fo infirm, that I am very 
ſure to die, before I can get half Way to Indoſtan, 
let me take the neareſt Road I can. 

et if the Miniſters of the Porte ſhall think fit to 
ſend me, I am reſign'd. For I take no farther Care 
of my Life, than as 1 may be ſerviceable to the 
Grand Signior. „ „ $5.4 Ee 

J intend to write to our- illuſtrious Friend about 
it. In the mean Time do thou for me, what the 
Prudence of a Man, and the Affection of a Brother 
ſhall ſuggeſt, as moſt conducing to the Intereſt of 
our Sovereign, and our .own Honour, which we 
ought to prefer to our Lives. 
Our Mother is in Health, and ſalutes thee with a 

i tender Embrace. | 


1 Paris, 9th of the. 3d Mason, 
1 F the Tear 1664. - 


* * 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary: 
as _ of the Ottoman Empire. 


is Court of late makes a double Figure; the 
T One of real Sorrow for the Dutcheſs of Savey's : 
Death, who was of the Blood Royal of France; the 
Other of counterfeit Mourning for the Death of Caro- 
lus Joſephus Brother to the German Emperor. For 
they inwardly rejoice at this latter, and wiſn the 
whole Houſe of Auſtria were laid in their Graves: 
That Family being the only Obſtacle to the Grandure 
at which the French Monarchy aſpires. The only 
Rub which Cardinal Richelieu, and his Succeſſor Aa- 
Tarini found in their Way, when; they ſought to ex- 
alt the Bourbons to the Empire of the Weſt. Th 
The Riſe and Fall of Kingdoms, , the various 
Changes of Government, the alternate Fate of Nati- - 
ons, are Themes worthy of a Muſfiilman's Thoughts, . 
' conſidering that the victorious and happy Oſmans at 
this Day poſſeſs the Territories of ancient Renown, . 
the Provinces and Dominions which formerly made 
- the-greateſt Figure and Noiſe in the World. 
What is now become ofthe moſt famous Mo- 
: narchies of Babylon, Perſia, Aſſyria, Macedon, Greece, 
and Rome Look for the Myſterious: and Learned 
Kingdom of Egypt; the religious, State of the Fews ; 
the moſt ancient Kingdoms of the Syctomans and 
Argives; the Commonwealths of Lacedemen: and 
Athens, with many other Countries mentioned in the 
- Records of. Time; and we ſhall find them : all ſwal- 
lowed up in the univerſal Empire of the Ottomans. 
The Hiſtory of Belus, and how he: got the Sove - 
reiguty by Hunting; of Ninus his Son who feſt + 
taught the World the Methods of -Idalatry; of. Se- 
miramis, Nynias, Sardanapalus, Arbaces, Belachus and 
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The reſt of thoſe Aſpyrien Monarchs ; ſound now 
ike an antiquated Tale, or Dream, Neither is there 
any more Life at this time in the Babylonian and 


Perfian Regiſters, The mighty Acts of the Nebu- 


chadnezzars, Cyrus's, and the reft of thoſe renowned 
Conquerors, now ſerye but as Foils to ſet off the 


more tous Enterprizes and Succeſles of our im- 


mortal Sultans. of Re 
"Tis true, the Perſians at this Day retain ſome 
Fragments of that once vaſt and formidable Eaſtern 


Empire. And the Germans have a Shadow of the 
ancient imperial Majeſty of the Romans. But both 
the one and the other, are grown effeminate and 


weak; they have loſt the Virtue, the Power, and 

Fortune of their Predeceſſors. $95 
Thou haft travell'd over all the Dominions of the 

Sophi, and been an Eye-witneſs of the Perſian Luxu- 


. Ty Libertiniſm, and Nakedneſs. Thou haſt ſeen 


the Off-ſpring ofheroick Sages, transform'd to Swine, 
Dogs, Aſſes, and other contemptible Brutes, as if 
they'd drank of Circe's Cup. 80 fatal is it to decline 


from the Way of Virtue; nay, ſo impoſſible even 


to ſtand ſtill in that ſacred Path, without being vio- 
Jently pull'd backward. In a Word, thou art fo 
thoroughly acquainted with the preſent State of Per- 
Fa, and all its Cireumſtances, that I ſhould appear 
too officious in pretending to deſcribe either the 
Country, or the People that inhabit thereGQ. 
But as to Europe, thou profefieft thy ſelf a Stranger, 
and haſt commanded me to characterize this Quarter 
of the World: Wherein Germany makes the moſt 


majeſtick Figure by Land, England and Holland by 


Sea: Spain boaſts of her Gold; whilſt France trea- 
fures it up to pay her Armies, to keep foreign Kings 
in Penſion, to build mighty Fleets, and magnificent 
Palaces; to corrupt the German Princes, and make 
*em Pimps to her Ambition, Inſtruments of her de- 


fign'd Grandeur, which is no lels than the gf 
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As for the Duke of Savvy, he is a mere Tennis- 
Ball, or a Shuttle-Cock, bandied to and fro between 
the Kings of France and Spain. | 


The Suu. ſſes are poor and mercenary. They can- 


not ſtay at home unleſs they could banquet on the 
Turfs and Stones: For all the Fleſh, Fruit, and 
Corn in the Land, is not half enough to keep them 
alive, and they have little or no Money, but what 


they get abroad. This makes 'em all Travellers, and 
moſt of them take upthe Trade of War. They ferve 
the Pope, the French King, and many other Princes - 
for Pay: And where they once engage, they are 
very true to their Truft, But, I can tell thee, - they 
would be unwilling to fight for the Grand Signior, 
unleſs he would allow em Plenty of Wine, which 
thou know'ſt is contrary to the Diſcipline of the 
Muſſulman's Armies: And theſe Swiſſes are the pro- 
feſs d Adorers of Bacchui sm. 
The Hollanders are induſtrious and rich; they 
mind nothing but Merchandizing and Mechanicks. . 
They would fain engroſs the Trade of the Indies and 
the Levant, to themſelves. They traffick, that they 
may be in a Condition to fight; and they fight to 
eſtabliſh their Commerce; having no Senſe of Ho- 
nour but only of Profit. If they attempt any Con- 
queſt, or make an Invaſion, it muſt be in America, 


or ſome other remote Country; for they are only 
upon the defenſive among their Neighbours, not 


daring to be the firſt Aggreſſors in a War: In a. 
word, they're like a Net of Piſmires, that trudge 
up and down continually to get Proviſion, but ſting 
and. bite thoſe-under whoſe Protection they live, if 
they have an Opportunity... | 
"Tis thought, the Prince of Orange, who deſcends 
from an illuſtrious Stock, will e'er long reduce thoſe - 
Republicans to another Form of Government. The 
French ſtyle him the Head and Heart of the United 
States, and theſe thou know'ſt command the Hands 
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each Member and Lineament of this great Body to 


I have in Paris. 


n E 
. 
44 ; - 


_ Germany is counted the Bulwark of Chriſtendom | . 
againſt the mighty Power of the Ottomans and Tar- I 

zars, Butin my Opinion, one of our Embaſſadors 
at the Emperor's Court, gave a truer Deſcription of 
it, when he compar'd Germany to a great Monſter 
with many Heads and Tails. which having a Deſire 
to break through a certain quick-ſet Fence or Hedge, 
and each particular Head making Way where it 
could beſt, among the leſs entangled Branches, were 
all caught in ſs many different Noozes, by the In- 
terpoſition of ſtrong Trees, and ſo the Monſter was 
Forc'd to retire with Shame and Loſs: Whereas, he 
ſaid, the Oſman Empire, was like an Animal with 
one Head, and many Tails, and that one Head not 
encountring the like Difficulties, eaſily paſs'd, thro* 
being follow'd by the Tails with one Conſent, as the 
untwiſted Ends of a ten-ſtring'd Cord paſs through a 
Ring or Hole, when the united Part has led them the 
Way. e ln PO TTL TOW 90s HO 
5+ - Would have mention d Italy, Poland, Denmark, 
'Muſcovy, and other Regions of Europe, but it would 
be too tedious for one Letter, which I ſhou'd nei- 
ther have Time ts write, nor thou Patience to read 
at once. 8 2e eee e 
Therefore, I deſire thee to accept of this * 
a rough Draught, an imperfect Sketch of ſome 
Parts of the Weſt. But in my future Diſpatches, I 
will imitate the Painters, and endeayour to draw 
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the Life, as near as J can diſcern em by the Lights. 


Paris, 10th. of the 4th Moon, 
of the Tear 1664. 
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0 EET PER n 
PD Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


A | AY God multiply his Bleſſings on thee, and 
5 M cauſe thy Heart to ſparkle with freſh Lights, 
2 and new Joys, like the Sky-Rockets on a Dunalma. 
: (or Royal Holiday) Accept alſo a ſmall Preſent, not 
worth an Inventory, (conſiſting only of a few Pi. 
ctures, Looking-glaſſes, Watches, and other Manu- 
factures of France) from the Hands of Mahmut, thy 
Countryman, Son of thy Father's Neighbour, and 
a voluntary Slave of thoſe who ſerve thee, if 1 had 
the Honour of an Opportunity. 3 
Neither the Gift, nor he that offers it, is worthy 
of Eſteem. But, thou haſt Condeſcenſion- enough 
to look on both with the Eye of a noble Arab, who 
knows how to value the Sincerity of any Man's De- 
voir and Affection, which way ſoever he expreſſes it. 
I can never forget the former Diſcoveries of thy 
Friendſhip to my Brother Peſteli and me; and in ge- 
neral; to all thoſe of our Houſe : Which till encou- 
. rages me to expect greater Kindnefles ; nay, in a man- 
ner, aſſures me of them: Becauſe, I know the Na- 
ture of true Generoſity is ſuch, that where it once 
begins to faſtens on an Object, it never ceaſes to com- 
municate its Favours, till damn'd Perfidy gives a 
Check to the Current. And may he be damn'd that 
then has the Impudence to ask for any more. 

But Praiſe be to God, my Caſe is otherwiſe, Iam 
not in the Number of the ungrateful and treache- 
rous: And therefore with Boldneſs I preſume once 
more to addreſs to the Duſt of thy Feet, illuſtrious 
Baſſa, begging thy Patronage and Shelter from the 
- Perſecution of my Enemies; whoſe whole Endea- 
Vour is to ruin me. i 1 5 
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T58 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
Thou know'ſt I came to Paris in the Year 1637 
of the Chriſtian Hegira. The Sun had then reviſited 
the Sign he was in at my Nativity, juſt the eight and 
twentieth Time. 1 was a mere Youngſter in the 
World. However, my Superiors thought me fit for 
this Employment. How I have acquitted my ſelf in it 
ever ſince, I leave to themſelves to judge: Yet, for 
Faſhion's ſake, they will be always a finding Faults. 
One Sycophant or other is perpetually railing a- 


gainſt me, when they find any of the Vizirs, and 


other Grandees in an Humour to hearken to them. I 


fancy tis for Want of Diſcourſe, When they have 
nothing elfe to talk of, then they fall a cenſuring 


of poor Mahmut, who undergoes more Fatigues 


than a hundred thouſand fuch 


his Word Thlguch *Thiguch as they. I can't ima- 
was left ſo in the Ita- 7 what they aim at; un- 


* 


lian, and the Engliſh 


- '' Suffer me, my noble 8 tell thee, that a 
Man cannot want for Temptations to ſuch a Change 
of his Faith, without being-confin'd to a recluſe Life. 
He may be a Friar or a Libertine, a Prieft or a Lay- 


man, d Zealot or an Hypocxite, a Chimney-ſweeper or 
an Abbot, which he pleaſes, according as he is quali- 
fy'd. And I caraſſure thee, he that would be a good 


Man, which is beyond all the reſt, has Incentives 
enough among the Profeſſors of the Naxarene Wor- 


fhip, tho' the greateſt Part are wicked. _ | 
As for me, I never 2 that true Religion 
eonſiſted in empty Names and 


Ceremonies, in Parties and Factions, or in any 


thing, but in a Life conform to Reaſon, and to the 


Will of God. | | 


They take me here at Paris for a Moldavian Ram- 
bler, that has read ſomething more than the 2 | 
| . Clerks, 


1 leſs it be, that they would 
Tranflator knows not have me turn Chriſtian, and 
what to male Fit. enter myſelf into ſome Mona- 


Titles, in Forms and 
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Clerks. And becauſe they know I undetſtand Greek, 


Sela vonian, ang two or chree Languages more, they 


wou'd fain make me a Prieſt, Doctor, Orator, or any 


thing that I would accept of, to ſerve an Intereſt. 
And I am compell'd to uſe either a downright Hu- 
mility, or a forc'd Pride, that L may handſomely e- 


vade their Courtſhip: Convincing em ſometimes. 


that 1 am not fit for ſuch Dignities; at other Seaſons 
telling em, Lam above J1nferior Orders, and that no- 
thing leſs than an Archbiſhop's Pall, or a Cardinal's 


Hat will ſatisfy my Ambition. 


Thus I really diſſemble, and jeſt my ſelf in earneſt 


out of ample Eſtates, to ſerve God, his Prophet, and 
the Grand Signior : Yet am traduc'd at the Seraglio 


for a Hypocrite, an Infidel, and God knows what. 


Here's honeſt Eliachim the Jew undergoes the 
ſame Fate; whilſt thoſe of his own Party, eſpecially 
the Rabbi's, proclaim him every where for a Chri- 


ſtian, and the Nazarenes point at him as a Turk. On- 
ly my Landlord where 1 before lodg'd, who is an 


honeſt old drunken Fleming, takes Eliachim for a 
Saint, and ſwears he will haye him canoniz'd after 
his Death: And all this for no other Reaſon, but 


becauſe Eliachim treats him now and then with a 


Bottle of Wine: So partial are all Men to their own 
Humours and Intereſts. But the Truth on't is, Eli- 
achim's an excellent Counterfeit, and my Landlord 
is not the only Man, who has this Veneration for 
him. He paſſes for a very good Catholick, and a 
holy Man among a great many others. His Looks 


are ſo demure, his Mien ſo compos'd, and he has 
ſuch godly Diſcourſe with him, about the Sacra- 


ments, Indulgences, Miracles, and Graces of the 
Church, when he is in com with Chriſtians, 


that he wou'd deceive the Spa 
cheat the Devil himſelf. „ 
Such is the Violence we are forc'd to uſe to our 


Inqui ſition, and 


ſelves, who live in theſe hazardous Stations. And 


yet 
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yet no Body confiders' us, or regards our Zeal for 
the Grand Signior, Our Reputation, Liberty, and 


* 


Lives een Ve are not only in perpetual 


Danger of the Revenge of the Nazarenes' who are 
our real Enemies; but alſo expos'd to the Envy, Ma- 
lice, and Perſecution of thoſe who ought to be our 


Friends, 5 


I have often complain'd of the malicious Calum- - 


nies thrown” on me by Icingi Cap-Oglani, and his 
Aſſociates + And the Miniſters were pleas'd to re- 
ceive my Apologies. But now I ſuſpect greater 


Treachery. I ſent an Account to the Reis Effendi 
ſome Years ago, how T was dogg'd up and down 
the Streets of Paris, by a Fellow whom 1 knew not, 


and what Apprehenſions that put me upon. I will 
acquaint thee farther, that being afraid of an Aſſaſ- 


ſme in the dark, I arm'd my Breaſt with a Quire - 


of Paper, which is. known to be Dagger Proof. I 
was not at all miſtaken in my Gueſs. For the laſt 


Night, as 1 was returning Home to my Lodging, 


between the Hours of Nine and Ten, I receiv'd a 
Stab in my aforeſaid Breaſt-Plate, right againſt my 
Heart. It was not fo dark but I could perceive the 


Perſon who gave me this Blow; and Self-preferva- 


tion taught -me immediately to ſeize on him, and 


grapple as cloſe as I could, extending his Arms 
with mine at a good Diſtance from our Bodies. 1 


am but little and ſhort, yet I have a ſtrong Spring 


with my Body, when I am once rouz'd, as thou 
wilt imagine I was now. Beſides, I have general- 
ly a certain Preſence of Mind in Time of Danger, 


Which fails not to prompt me with the readieſt and 


moſt proper Courſe to eſcape. In a Word, I wreſt- 


ed the Ponyard out of the Ruffian's Hand, and 
ſtabb'd him dead with it, not thinking it ſafe to 
make a Noife, but chuſing rather to die if 
Strength fail'd me, than by crying out for Help, 
run the Riſque of worſe Conſequences: For J had 


long 
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long expected ſome ſuch Attempt as this upon my 
Life, from my Enemies at the Porte. And conclu- 
ding this Fellow to be one employ'd by them for 
that Purpoſe, I thought it no Prudence to have 
him ſeiz d by the Watch, and puniſh'd by the Law, 
leſt he ſhould in Revenge diſcover me and my Buſi- 
neſs to theſe Infidels. Therefore I play'd the Execu- 
tioner my ſelf, and ſent him out of hand to another 
World, to prevent his telling Tales in this. Thou 
wilt ſay there was no Injuſtice in this, ſince it was 
in my own Defence, and to ſave the Honour of my 
Sovereign. As he fell, he uttered theſe Words in a 
faint broken Tone, Mahmut, my Death will be re- 


 venged before long, and you cannot eſcape the Trap that 
is laid for you, Then he expir'd. N 


This made me preſently conclude, that he was 


employ'd by ſomebody at the Porte: For how elſe 


ſhould he know my true Name ? But upon ſecond 
Thoughts, I cannot be certain, but that he was ſet 
at Work by my old Sicilian Maſter, ſince he knew 
my Name alſo. However, I have great Reaſon to 


ſuſpect the Former; becauſe, it is not probable, that 


the Infidel. would take ſo chargeable and trouble- 


ſome a Method to Murder me, Neither had he 
Provocation enough. Beſides, for ought I know, 


he may be dead. God only is acquainted with the 
Truth, However, to prevent future Aſſaults of this 
Nature, and a great many other Inconveniencies, I 
have remov'd my ſelf to a new Lodging, in the moſt 
obſcure Corner of the City, and yery remote from 
the Place where I liv'd before, being reſolv'd alſo 


not to frequent the Court, nor any publick Places, 
as J have done formerly, but to take other Meaſures 


for Intelligence. 5 5 


What I deſire of thee is, to repreſent my Caſe fa- 
vourably to the Divan, that they may approve of 
my Conduct. Do alſo whatever elſe thou judgeſt 
the Part of a Country-man and a Friend.  - : 
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162 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
As for the Event, I patiently wait the Appoint- 
ments of Deſtiny, For tis in vain to be too ſollici- 
tour. 5 1 | 
Adieu, High-born Kerter, and forget not Mah- 


mut in his Diſtreſs. For, that is the Time wherein 


true Friendſhip is tried, | 


Paris, 17th of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


{LETTER Vat 
To Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew at Vienna. 


B* not difhcarten'd at the Troubles which thou 


encountereſt in this World of Lotteries, Bur, 
remember the Adage of thy Rabbi's, That EVIL 


Morning. The Ages are meaſur'd exactly, a 
Hours are checker'd with equal Mixtures of Happi- 


thich is Old at Night, is yet the Off-ſpring of every 
Our 


neſs and Misfortune. We are not born to our own 
Deſires. And as not a Man of us can remember how 


he was form'd in the Womb, ſo have we no Reaſon 
to repine at what happens to us fince we came ont 


of it. Whatever Power, Wiſdom and Goodneſs 


took care of us then, and afterwards inſpir'd our 
Mothers and Nurſes with Tenderneſs, and a thou- 


ſand Degrees of Patience, beyond what is recorded 


of Job, the ſame will provide for us to Eternity. 
The Defire of Knowledge kilPd Adam, and the 
fame Luſt, propagated with his Seed, deſtroys all 


his Poſterity. We can never be ſatisfy'd in our Con- 
finement to this World, and therefore we flounce 
and flutter on all Sides, like Fiſh or Birds in a Net, 


to find a Way out: Whilft we do but entangle our 


ſelyes the faſter, render our Reſtraint more uneaſy, 
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and delay the Poſſibility of our Releaſe. Whereas 
Patience would ſoon ſet us free, and rank us among 
the Immortals. One thinks to eſcape by high- drink- 
ing; another by Fevers of Love or Glory; and a 
Third conceits he ſhall by his Gold, be able to bvibe 
the Watch, who guard the laſt Paſſes of this Lite, 
and perſuade em to let him ſcamper ſafe to Paradiſe. 
Alas! alas! all this is but the Sophiſtry of our Paſ- 
ſions. Tis in vain to think of haſt'ning or retarding 
our Fate; our Time is ſet, tho* we know not the 
Period. Reſignation is our beſt Leſſon, and Pru- 
dence the next. * 1 % % 511. 30 e 

Perhaps thou wilt call this a Sermon, rather than 


a Letter. But I adviſe thee to read it with the Eyes of 


a Stoick; that is, whether it pleaſes thee or not, re- 
gard it no farther than it agrees with Reaſon, I 
would fain ask of the Man who expects to have his 
Will accompliſh'd in this Life, whether he can pre- 
vail upon the Sun to rife any Morning within the 
Arttick. Circle, or the Maon to deſcend ſome Night, 
and fyeep the Snow-off from the Top of Mount 
Athos. So inexorable is our Deſtiny, fo unaltera- 
ble the Decrees of Fare, aa ate | 
De not troubled therefore at any thing; but re- 
member, that thou art a Part of the Univerſe, and 
that nothing can betide thee, which is not for the 
Good of the whole. 1 
WMhat I have ſaid, is to arm thee againſt alt the 

Contingencies which may aſſault thee unawares, 
ruſhing upon thee on à ſudden from behind the Veil, 
which covers all the Defions of Providence and Na- 


x 


o 


ture, Deſtiny and Chance, | 
I myſelf have lately experienc'd, that it is good to 
be thns prepar'd for future Events, having narrowly 
eſcap'd Death by a little timely Forecaſt. 


It is not neceſſary for thee. at this Time to know 


all che Circumſtances of my Danger. Suffice it to 
fay, That I was affifſinated in the dark, kill'd him 
21. OY | th 
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164 © Letters writ by Vol. VI. | 
that deſign'd to be my Murderer, and am now for- 
ced to remove my Habitation.  — ' © | 
Eliachim thy Brother in Hrael will be at Vienna 

within fourteen Days, He will give thee a farther 
Account of all Things which it behoves thee to 
know; with freſh Inſtructions concerning my new 
Lodgings, and the Method we muſt obſerve for the 
future in conveying Letters. We cannot be too 
cautious in the Grand Signior's Buſineſs. 

As for our own Lives, let us imagine they were 
only ſent to ſerve him, on whoſe Life ſo many 
Millions of Lives depend. „ 


N i ; ; 


Paris, 18th of the 5th Alon. 
af the Year: 1 


** 


2 


To Zeidi Alamanzi, a Merchant at Venice, | 
1 N . ein 1 pb it:! t . AR 5 

T Am oblig'd to ſend Circular Letters at this Time 1 
I to all the Slaves of the Grand Spe, nan have 
Buſineſs with me at paris; to inform them, that ( 
upon a very important Emergency, I am forc'd. to : 
_— my Lodgings, I have already ſent away Di- f 
ſpatches to Conſtantinaple and Vienna on this Account, \ 
to prevent the Errors they might commit in addreſ- c 
ſing their Letters. For the ſame Reaſon, I now write f ] 
to thee, thou need'ſt not enquire. after the Occaſion To 
of this Conduct; nor wonder at any Thing that hap- A 4 
pens to us extraordinary in theſe hazardous Poſts. Þ t 
Wi. muſt expect to encounter with Rubs and Ob- 7 t 
ſtacles in ferving our Great Maſter, If theſe Difficul- 1 c 
ties have but their proper Effect, which is to whet 8 : 
our Inventions, encreaſe our Diligence, and con- 1 8 
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The Soul of Man never diſplays. her Faculties 
and Perfections with, greater Luſtre, than when ſhe 
is enviran'd with Perils. Theſe are the Tryals of 
Fortitude, Prudence, Juſtice, and all the Virtues. 
He that ſinks under Misfortunes, and croſs Events, 
has either no Soul, or 'tis aſleep. 4 

Courage then, Fellow-Slave, and let thy Heart 
beat a continual” Alarm, Be not diſmay'd at any 
Thing, nor let Self-Love bereave thee of thy Ho- 
nour: But go on m thy Duty, and truſt thy Soul 
to God. 

Thou liveſt in a City where Virtue and Vice are 


in Emulation, ſtill ſtriving to ſurpaſs each other: 


There are not more wicked People in the World 


than Venice affords, nor yet more Pious and Good. 
Follow thou the beſt Patterns, and be happy. But 
do nothing by bare Imitation; for that's the right 
Way to become a Hypocrite. Let all thy Actions 
proceed from vital Principles of Reaſon and Gene- 
1 in thy ſelf, and when thou ſeeſt rare Ex- 
amples, let em ſerve only to awaken and rouze thy 

Send me no Letters till thou haſt receiv'd freſh 
Orders from the Porte, They will furniſh thee with 
all neceffary. Inſtructions. After that, let me hear 
from thee as often as thou wilt. Thy Diſpatches 
will be always welcome. Let them contain Matter 
of Intelligence chiefly,” and that of the freſheſt Date. 
Penetrate into the Counſels of the Republick where 


thou reſideſt. Inſinuate thy ſelf with the Senators 


and Grandees, Dive into their Hearts, and unlock 
their Secrets. Communicate nothing but the Truth 
to the Minifers of the Porte, or to me. If thou 
eanſt diſcover their Inclinations to a Peare, or their 
abſolute Need of it, thou wilt do an acceptable 
Service to thq Grand Signior, and to the whole Em- 
pire of the Faithful; For then we bring em to our 
own Terms, LIE a F 
5 . Zeids 
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Zeidi, to God I recommend thee, deſiring him to 
preſerve thee from Mine, Women, and Cards, which 
are the three capital Temptations of Venice. | 
Paris, If of the 6th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


936 oy " * lth. WY - —_ 4 mad. * 2 
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LE TT ER X. 
To Murat, Baſla. 


„ 


1 cannot eaſily divine the Reaſons why I am ſo 


much neglected by the Miniſters of the Porte. 
Above four Years have paſſed away, wherein many 
notable Events have happened; yet no Body thought 
it worth his Labour to inform Mahmut of any 
Thing. 80 that all the Notices I could gain of re- 
mote Tranſactions, are owing either to the publick 
| News of Europe, or at beſt to ſome particular Letters 
of Merchants _— in this City, with whom I con- 
ſerve an Intimacy, for the Sake of Intelligence, and 
for other Cauſe.. ol ent 
Thus I ſhould: have been in Ignorance to this 
Day, what Iſſue the Baſſa of Aleppos Rebellion had, 
were it not for an aceidental Interview I lately had 
of ſome French Travellers, who came from Con- 
ſtantinople. Theſe inform'd me of the ſudden Fate 
of that Baſſa, when he was at the Height of all his 
Grandeur, within a few Days March of the Impe- 
rial City, at the Head of a potent Army, and juſt 
upon the Point of Accommodation with the Grand 
Signior. They. much extol his Bravery and Reſolu- 
tion: For the French are naturally Lovers of ſuch 


as dare boldly oppoſe their Sovereign. They equal- 


ly condemn the ſly Perfidiouſneſs of Mortaza Baſſa, 


to whoſe ſafe Conduct the Generous Rebel tr 77 
1 5 5 | | his 
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his Life, and by that Eaſineſs loſt it. Yet they ap- 
plaud Mortaza's Loyalty, Courage, and Wiſdom, 
with the eminent Services. he afterwards did the 
Empire, in leading the Army againſt Ragotski, Prince 
of Tranſilvania, which at length lifted him to the 
Government of Babylon. 

All theſe things had been hid from me, were not 
the Naxarenes my Intelligencers. Nor ſhould I have 
known how the Rebellion was carried on after his 
Death by his revengeful Nephew, by the Son. of 
Cheuſaien Baſſa, by a Bey of Egypt, and other Male- 
contents, Yet ſuch Paſſages are fit for a Man in my 

Poſt to be acquainted with, that he may have a clear 

Idea of his Maſter's Circumſtances, and ſo apply 
himſelf more effectually to ſerve him. 
It had not been amiſs, if J had receiv'd timely In- 
telligence of the Death of Prince Ragorski, in regard 
there was always a private Correſpondence between 
him and this Court. Which ceaſing by his Death, 
it had been worth my Pains to obſerve, whether it 
would be continu'd by his Succeſſor, or what other 
Meaſures they would take.  _ | 

”Tis true, I was acquainted with this, but not b 
the Miniſters of the Porte. I heard alſo. of all the 
following Commotions in Tranſylvania, occaſion'd 
by the different Factions of Michael Apafi and Ke- 
mint Janos, the two rival Princes. I was not ſor- 
ry for this News, knowing that the Diviſions of 
the Nazarexes ſtrengthen the Unity and Force of 
the Muſſulman Empire. I was likewiſe inform'd of 
the Fate of Mortaxa, Baſſa of Babylon, who fell a 
Victim to the Grand Vizier's Jealouſy ; with many 
other Paſſages, But neither from the Porte, nor from 
any other Hands could I learn the leaſt Intelligence 
of the Venetian War, and what Progreſs our Arms 
have made in Candia, Dalmatia, and the other Do- 
minions of the Republick. Which makes me con- 
clude, that either the Grand Signior's Reſidence at 

TE a Adria- 


while ſuperſeded all other Deſigns. 
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Adrianople, abated his Inclinations to martial Affairs, 
which is alſo the common Opinion of the Chriſtians 
here in the Weſt; or, that the War in Hungary for a 


However it be, *tis certain the Succeſſes of the 


Ottoman Arms in taking Newhawſel, Leventæ, Novi. 


grod, and other Places of Strength, with the terrible 
Incurſions of the Tartars through Moravia and Au- 


ſiria, put the whole German Empire into a great Con- 


ſternation. Embaſſadors are ſent trom the 1mperal 
ſiſtance in this general Danger of Eurote. 

Here is one arriv'd at this Court, whom they call 
Count Stroxzi, a Perſon of good Addreſs, and Ma- 
ſter of much Eloquence. He has prevail'd on the 
French King to maintain, at his own Charge, Six 
Thouſand Horſe and Foot, to ſerve againſt the vi- 
ctorious Oſmans. A great many Perſons of Quality, 
have liſted themſelves as Voluntiers; and the 
meaner Sort talk of nothing but marching to Con- 
ſtantinotle, and driving the Turks back to Scythia, 
from whence they firſt came. e ee 
-- Courteous- Baſſa, thou wilt laugh at the Vanity 
of theſe Inſidel;; who conſider not that by the 
Grace of God, and Miracles of his Prophet, our Em- 
peror is the King of all the Kings on the Earth, 
the Mightieſt of the Mighty Ones; the. Phanix of 
Honour, Power, and unparallel'd Majeſty ; Bro- 
ther and Companion of the Sun, Moon and Stars; 
a Prince of a myſterious: and ſublime Lineage, in 


Court to all the Chriſtian Princes imploring their Aſc 


whom are center'd all Glory and Excellency; the 


Shadow of God on Earth ! | . 

The Breath of Fame goes before the Van- Cou- 
riers of his Armies, purifying- all Places, and fil- 
ling them with Veneration and Terror, The Duſt 
that is raiſed: by his Heroick Cavalry, paſſing thro' 
the Air, cauſes Trembling and Aſtoniſhment in the 
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Hearts of the Chriſtians. The 1nfidels fall befor®© 
the fatal Scymetars of True e 
May the Angel of the Houſe of Iſmael continue to 
proſper the Holy Off-/pring, to extend their Conqueſts, 
and propagate the Faith unblemiſn'd; that the 
Names of Alla and Mahomet may be heard in all Cli- 
mates, and from the utmoſt Borders of the Earth. 


r i 


Paris, 5th of the 6th Moon, 
a | ; ie 'þ ” os a 05 2 
of the Near 1664. 


Jo Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant at 
| 4:3, 21; 2 Al... Mts: 


. 77 Have often wonder'd, why; among the reſt of the 
I Nations in Chriſtendom, thou wou'dſt not beftow 
the leaſt tranſient Viſit on San. But upon mote 
mature Conſideration, I find thou art a Man'of Judg- 
ment in Travelling. That Country lies under a very 
ill Character, for the Penury of all Things neceffary | 
to ſuſtain the Lives of the Natives; and by Conſe. 14 
2 tis not to be thought, they can ſpare much | 
or Strangers. A very inhoſpitable Region, abound- 
ing in Beggars, Thieves, and Drones: Full of Wine 
and Gold, yet barren of Corn and rich People. © 
Thou wilt not think this a Taradox, when thou 
alt conſider, That the Spaniards have all their Corn 
from France, Germany, or Sicily: And that for this, 
and other Reaſons, Spain is but like a Sieve, through 
which the immenſe Treaſures of Peru and Mexico 
are drein'd into other Countries, - by 
Jou may travel ſome Days together in Spain 
without ſeeing any Thing ſave the dry Face of a 
Deſert, And if you chance to meet with a Houſe, 
wherein you may ſhelter your ſelf, and your Horſe, 
e expect 


WW © 
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expect no better than a Ramexan Entertainment. 
For you muſt faſt all Day, and think your ſelf 
much reſpected, if you can get a few Onions, or 
other Roots and Herbs, with a Morſel of Bread and 
Fleſh at Night, to keep you from being ſenſible, 
that you are actually ſtarving. | 

Then the Inhabitants are the proudeſt People on 
Earth. You ſhall meet with none but Kings, Prin- 
ces, Viceroys, or at leaſt Men that conceit them- 
ſelves ſuch, They are alſo Mercileſs in their Re- 
venge; Cruel, Obdurate, Covetous, Moroſe and In- 
exorable. In a Word, Spain is the Jeſuits Paradiſe, 
the Jews Purgatory, and the Hell of Women. | 

1 therefore commend thy Fortune, or thy Pru- 
dence rather, which would not ſuffer thee to fall into 
the Hands of thofe Barbarians, nor think it worth 
thy Pains to breathe an Air infected with ſo many 
Vices. Thou haft paſs'd through many more in- 
viting Provinces, and art at laſt happily ſeated to thy 
Mind; Improve thy Opportunities in doing Good. 

1 ſent a Letter to our Couſin Solyman, adviſing 
him to give thee a Viſit. It he comes, receive him 
kindly, and perform the Part of a Kinſman; put 
all Expences to my Account, and remember that no 
Man is born for himfelf, 
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Paris, 6th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 


LETTER XI. 
To Afis, Baſſa. 
3 Europe is alarm'd with the mighty Prepa- 


rations which our Invincible Sovereign is ma- 
king to invade the German Empire. Great is their 
| | Con- 
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| Conſternation and Fear, and Couriers are every where 
running up and down from one Kingdom and Court 
to another, - to remonſtrate the Common Danger, 
and beg Aſſiſtance. Every Body appears Zealous in 
a Cauſe which concerns all Chriſtendom; and the 
French King has lent the Emperor 8009 Men. 
The Duke of Beaufort is alſo gone with a Squa- 
dron of Ships to encounter the Corſairs of Argiers, 
and other Dominions of Barbary, | 
The Pope has ſent to the Emperor's Aſſiſtance ſix 
thouſand Foot, and two thouſand Horſe. And the 
reſt of the Emperor's Allies are raifing Levies for 
him as faſt as they can: It being current News, 
that the Grand Signior in Perſon is at the Head of 
two hundred thouſand Men, entering into Hungary 
as a Conqueror: That he has taken above forty 
Towns, ruin'd all the Country where he paſs'd 
through, and that in a little Time he will be at 
the Walls of Vienna, | 
In the mean time, this Court appears inſenſible 
of the general Danger which threatens Chriſtendom. 
> They are altogether taken up in Ballads, Plays, and 
a Feaſting, minding their own Intereſt more than that 
of their Neighbours, and revelling as if the King q 
of France was ſole Monarch of the World. 1 
Hlere is arrived a Legate from Rome to compole | 
the Differences between the Pope and this Crowes, 
His Name is Cardinal Chiſi. He is receiv'd with un- 
eee Magnificence, as if he were an Angel 
from Heaven: For the French King loves to ſhew 
His Grandeur on ſuch Occaſions. Befides, all the 
Nations which are in the Communion of the Latin 
Church, have an unreſerv'd Veneration for the Ro- 
man Mufti, whom they eſteem the Succeſſor of Peter 
the Prince of the Apoſtles. | 
_ _ This young Monarch has a large Soul. The whole 
World ſeems too little to ſatisfy His Ambition, . He 
lays the Foundation of Deſigns, greater than —_ 
| | +2 | of 
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of Alexander the Conqueror of Aſia. He heaps up Mo- 
ney at a prodigious Rate, raiſes yaſt Armies, builds 
magnificent Palaces, keeps Kings in Penſion, ſup- 
ports many Princes of Germany; and in a Word, 
commands more of them, than does the Emperor 
himſelf, who is their Lawful Sovereign. 
et after all, I cannot perceiye that he loſes an 

Degree of that Reſpect which he owes, and which 


his Predeceſſors have always paid to the Grand. Signior, 


who is the undeniable Arbiter of the whole World. 
God grant our Sovereign long Life, | perpetual: Vi- 

ctories, and a good Stomach to his Meat, which the 

King of France wants, to the T e of His 


Happineſs: For at preſent he feeds like a Sparrow. 


Paris, 19h of the 8th Moon, . 
5 Ty of the Lear 1664. 2 «45 T7 8 5 N 445 R * is ny | 
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HORS e L ET T E R XIII. 5 


To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 


tary of the Ottomrn Empire. 
Hou wilt perceive the vaſt Reſpect I have for 
thee by my frequent Diſpatches.” Thy Com- 
mands are to me as the Laws and Sanctions of the 
Ottoman Empire, which I will never violate. I am 
no Flatterer ; witneſs my Letters to ſome of the 
Grandees; wherein I have not ſpar'd to reprove their 
Vices, Errors, and Male-Adminiſtration. If a Baſſa 
has been unjuſt, ſeditious, or engag'd in rebellious 
Practices: If he has prov'd an Extortioner, a Drun- 
kard, or a Tyrant; he has not eſcap'd without a 
due Reprimand. I have been bold in correcting, 
adviſing, and giving Counſel to the greateſt Mini- 
ſters in the Empire. And this was a Province ap- 
pointed me by tha Flower of ſublime Glory, the Phæ- 
En | nix 


thou ſo paſſionately coveteſt. 
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nix of Honour, ſole Favourite and Truſtee of the Grand 
Signior, the Vizir Azem, in whoſe Cuſtody were the 
Seals of Imperial Secrets, Majeſtick Decrees, and Royal 
Edits; who being the Primum Mobile of the reful- 
gent Muſſulman State, gave Life, Activity, and Or- 
der, to all the Inferior Orbs, Springs, and Inſtruments 
of Government. „„ 

I receiy'd this Command many Years ago; and 
he that gave it me, is gone to the World of Spirits. 
Yet the Injunction remains in Force, being ſtamp'd 
with the Myſterious Signet, the Character of Supreme 


and Immutable Authority. In Obedience to which, 


I have never warp'd or flinch'd from the Duty enjoyn'd 


me. And to demonſtrate, that I did not do this in 
a vain Oſtentation of the Power which was given me; 
I have not fail'd all along to pay to a Man of Merit, 


the Attach and Veneration that was his due, - 
'Tis with inexpreſſible Pleaſure, I throw my ſelf 
at the Feet of a wiſe. and virtuous Man; with ex- 
tream Complacency I kiſs the Duſt whereon he 
treads, and unfold all my Faculties, in expreſſing 
my Eſteem. I am full of Plaronick Love, and build 
Altars in my Breaſt, to a Soul deſerving the inno- 
cent Sacrifices of amorous Paſſions; the Incenſe of 
Gratitude, and a pure Affection, an Holocauſt of In- 
tegrity and Loyal Friendſhip. 8 
I proteſt, by the Hopes I have of ſitting on the 
Banks of the Rivers in Eden, and of being regal'd 
in the delectable Chioſes of Paradiſe, that 1 honour 


thy Learning and other ſage Perfections; that un- 


blemiſh'd Life, thoſe excellent Morals, and the un- 
parallell'd Sweetneſs of Modeſty, which crowns all 
thy Actions. But I will ſay no more to a Man who 
cannot hear his own Praiſes. The: beft Method of 


| expreſſing my Regard, will be to anſwer thy Expe- 


ctations, in preſenting tnee with the true Pourtrai- 
cture of theſe Weſtern Nations and People, which 
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1 muſt deſire thee to excuſe the Confuſton and 
Want of Order in my Letters; ſince I ſend thee 
a Medley of Remarks, as they come to my Know- 
ledge and Memory. r 
It is not long ago fince I wrote to Iſeuf Eb'n 
Achmed, a Kinſnas of mine, a Merchant at Aſtra- 
can; and among other Things, I took notice of his 
neglecting to ſee. Spain in his Travels; for he has 
been in moſt of the Kingdoms of Europe, and over 
all Aſia and Africk, In that Letter Ideſcrib'd Spain 
in its worſt Colours. Now I will ſhew it to thee in 
another Figure, without ſwerving from the Truth: 
For every Country has its Perfections and Excellen- 
cies, as well as its Defects and Blemiſhes. 

If Spain have a barren Soil for Corn, Nature has 
made Amends for that Fault, in the Purity of the 
Air, and the Plenty of Fruits: The Sands of Her 
Rivers are of the moſt perfect Gold. Her Villages, 
tho few, are greater, and more populous than ſome 
Cities, witneſs Madrid. Her Mountains are of Iron, 
Marble, and Jaſper. Her Vallies underlaid with 
| Lead, Brafs, and Silver; Spain of old was the Thar- 
fs of Solomon, the Ophir of the Phœnicians, and the 
Peru of Rome. 4 

In thoſe Days the Inhabitants of Spain were fa- 
mous for their Fortitude, and invincible Conſtan- 
ey. Tis recorded, that the Inhabitants of Sagunto 
in the Province of Valentia, when they were be- 
fieged by Hannibal, and ſo oppreſs'd by the Cartha- 
ginians, choſe to burn . e with their Wives, 
Children, and all their Wealth, rather than yield to 
the Enemies. | | WT, 

Their Fidelity alſo was ſo remarkable, that ſome 
of the Roman Emperors had always a Guard of Spa- 
niards near their Perſons; as the French King, the 
Pope, and. other Princes da naw confide in the 
truſty Sꝛviſſes. 2 WHY . 


But 
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But tho? there remain ſtill ſome ſcatter'd Rem- 


nants of the ancient Virtue among them, eſpecially 


in Biſcay and Caſtile, yet the greateſt Part of the Spa- 
niards are degenerated. They make no Figure now 


in the World, but only for their Gold, and the 


Vaſtneſs of their Dominions; for they poſſeſs the 
beſt half of America, are Lords of two mighty Em- 
pires, and not without large Territories in the other 


Three Quarters of the World. Yet the too great 


Extent.of their Power has weaken'd its Vigour; the 
Affluence of their Wealth, has really impoveriſh'd 


them; and by ſtraining their Honour too high, they 


have crack'd it, being now of little or no Eſteem 
in Europe. Their Glory fades at the riſing Grandeur 
of France, which makes radiant and ſwift Advances 
towards its Zenith. This young Monarch is already 
become the Arbiter of all Chriſtendom, 
Accompliſh'd Miniſter, there is nothing in Na- 
ture ſtedfaſt: The World is but an eternal Circula- 
tion of Events, Viciſſitudes, and Changes, without 
Beginning or End, Only God remains immutable, 
in his own Eſſence, which is the Center of every 


T0 May thou and I meet there, and then we 
e 


ſhall be eternally happy. Adieu. 


Paris, 12th of the gth Maon, 
ef the Tear 1664. 


* 


LETTER XIV. 


To Muſu Abu'l Yahyan, Alfaqui, Profeſſor 
of Philoſophy at Fez, 


E Faith and Obedience I owe to Moham ned, 
our Holy Lawgiver; by the Alcoran, and all 
that is eſteem'd Sacred among the Muſſulmans, 1 

3 | {wear, 
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ſwear, thy long Silence made me conclude my firſt 
Letter was unwelcome to thee, But now I'mi con- 
vinced to the contrary, Thy generous Anſwer, has 
removed my Apprehenſions, and fill'd me with 
Complacency. Henceforth I ſhall reſt aſſur'd and 
confident of thy Friendſhip, promiſing my ſelf vaſt 
Improvements from ſo learned a Converſation, tho” 
only by Letters at many hundred Leagues Diſtance, 
As to what thou requireſt of me, concerning the 
various Languages i, Europe, 1. will inform thee 
.-the beft I can, according to the Obſervations L 
haye made, and. the Intelligence I haye receiy'd 
from Men of Letters, and from Books, which are 
the Pictures of learned Souls, Mirrours wherein 
they may behold their own Perfections, whilſt they 
are on Earth, and after their Departure to the Invi- 
ſebles, other Men may ſee the interiour Beauties of 
their Mind repreſented to, the Life. For Words are 
the perfect Sculpture of the Intellect, or at leaſt its 
Mezzotinto.. They are the expreſs Pourtraicture of 
Divine and Humane Reaſon. Thus the Alcoran is 
call'd by ſome of our holy Doctors, The True Image 
of Original Increaſed Wiſdom, © | 
Now of all the Words and Languages on Earth, 
thou know'ſt the Pre-eminence has been for ever 
given to thoſe of the Eaſt, and among them to the 
Arabian, both in regard of its Purity and of its Anti- 
qulty, from whence it is ſtyl'd the Virgin Mother of 
Languages, the Dialect of the Bleſſed above. 

Thou know'ft, that for this Reaſon it is, the True 
Faithful covet no Species of Learning more ardently 
than to be perfectly skill'd in fo Divine a. Speech, 
wherein the Volume of Celeſtial Majeſty was penn'd 
in Heaven before the Throne of God, and ſent 
down on Earth by the Hand of Gabriel, Prince of 
the Meſſengers who fly on the Errands of the Omni- 
potent, It was ſent, I ſay, to the Prophet, who 
could neither write nor read, that the World 

7 might 
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might be convinc'd of its Divine Original. „r the' 


incredulous will not believe: | Tho? it is manifeſt 
to = Man of impartial Senſe; That a Perſon al- 
toget 

CR a Book, the moſt Elegant that ever was 
penn'd in the World, and wherein not the leaſt 
Blemiſh or Contradiction can be found from the 


Chapter of the Preface, to the laſt Verſicle, which 5 


winds up the whole Volume. Oh! obdurate Hearts 
of Infidels; Oh! wiltully blind, that ſhur their 


Eyes againſt the Splendors of Eternal Light : Oh! | 
dly Deaf, that ſtop their Ears againſt the 


reſolye 


Voice of God and his Prophet, neither will they li- 
ſten to the ſoft Whiſpers which are wafted from 
_ Paradiſe, g . | 

Such are the Nazarenes, who for the Sake of the 
Greek and Roman Tongues, of which they are paſ- 
ſionately enamour'd, educate their Children in a 
fair Way to believe all the monſtrous Fictions of 
the ancient Poets, or at leaſt all the lying Tales 
and Tegends of their own Prieſts, which are ten 
times more fabulous than the former, and more 


inconſiſtent with Reaſon. And this they do rather 


than to be at the Pains of learning Arabick, which 
would inſtruct them in Truths as clear and ſerene 


as the Onrent un. | 

1 ſhall ſay little of theſe Two ancient Languages 
of Greece and Rome, in regard they being now 
grown obſolete, and only to be learn'd in Schools, 
thou, no doubt, are vers'd in them ad Unguem, as 
the. Latins phraſe it. 

That which ſeems propereſt for me to inform 
"thee of is, That the Roman or Latin Tongue ap- 
pears like an old antiquated Mother thruſt out of 
Doors by her four ungrateful Daughters, Tralian, 
French, "Spaniſh, and Portuguexe. Theſe are her natu- 
ral Off. ſpring, begot during the Roman Conqueſts in 
the Weſt, and degenerating after that Empire was 


er ignorant of Letters, could not poſſibly 


_ 


* 
n 


„ — = 
Eads. r 
"WV 0 & 


rang 
cn AA. 


LE hw — =” 
— wo omg ů IBRD oo. 


a 


278. Letters writ by. Vol. Vi. 
in its Decline. So that now they are taken for no 
better than Mongrels or Baſtards. In Spazyſþ there 
is a great Mixture of Gothiſh and Moreſca Words; 
the French retain many of their old Gauliſh Idioms. 
The Italian is corrupted with a Hotch-potch of 
Words, left by the Vandals, Huns and Longobards. 
Yet that Fault. is. recompenc'd by Abundance of 
Greek Etymologies, As for the Portuguexe, tis but 
a Dialect of Spaniſu, and lies under the ſame Imper- 
fections. © £74.12 SIG oe Cats 
The only pure Maternal Languages now current 
among the common People in any Part of Eurepe, 
are the Teutonic, Sclavanick, and Britiſh : The firit 
is ſpoken in Germany to Perfection, but corruptly 
in Suedeland, Denmark,. and the United Provinces. 
The Second is common to the Hungariaus, Molda- 
vians, Poles, Raſcians, and many other Nations, 
The laſt is confin'd to the Welfp, a People. inhabit- 
ing a Corner of Great-Britain, driven thither by the 
victorious Saxozs their Conquerours, above a, Thou- 
land Years ago. As for the. reft, they are only 
mix'd Dialects, and fo not worth taking Notice 
of; excepting one mountainous Part of Spain, 
wkere the Inhabitants are ſaid to ſpeak pure Ara- 
bick at this Pay. They are ſuppoſed to be a Rem- 
nant of the Moors. | | 4 
The Criticks here in the Weſt, uſe to give theſe 
following Rules in Reference to Languages. If you 
would addreſs. to Gd, ſpeak in Greek or Latin, be- 
cauſe of their Antiquity, Purity, and majeſtick 
Loftineſs, If to Kings, ſpeak in Spaniſh, in regard 
of its ſlow Pronunciation and Gravity: If to Men, 
uſe Italian; to Women, French; to Dogs, Welſh : But 
if you would affright an Enemy, or the Devil him - 
ſelf, ſpeak High- Dutch. 5th 3 
They relate a Story of a German Embaſlador at 
the French Court, who delivei'd his Maſſage in Teu- 
zonick;, which when a certain Grandes heard, 25 
too 


to which the giddy Rabble do not reſemble it. 


ns CERT 
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took Notice of its harſh and ſtrong Emphaſis, he 
ſwore 'twas his Opinion, That this was the Lan- 
guage wherein God curs'd Adam, Eve, and the 
Ferpent. The German turning to him, anſwered 
briskly, Iis poſſible, Monſieur, it may be ſo; but then 
T hope you'll grant, that French was the Occaſimm of this 
Curfe, when the Devil choſe to tempt Eve in that Lan- 
guage for its Effeminacy, wheedling her, a la made de 


Paris, to eat the forbidden Fruit. 


Renowned Muſu, do me the Honour of frequent 
Letters: Inſtruct me in Things whereof I'm 1gno-. 
rant: Make me familiar with the Remarkables of 
the Country where thou reſideſt: Tranſport Fez, 
with the other Parts of Africł Fer known to 
thee; tranſport them, 1 ſay, ſucceſſively to Paris 
every Moon, on a Piece of Paper, and I will ſend 
thee all Chriſtendom by Way of Exchange: For thus 
it becomes the Lovers of Wiſdom, to barter for 
Knowledge. vie mh oor iy 


Paris, 10th of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1664. 
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I. 2 1 TER MF. 
To Oſman Adrooneth, Aſtrologer 20 the 
Sultan at Adrianople. 
1 of thy Profeſſion here in the Weſt, are 


wholly taken up in contemplating a certain 
Comet which appears in the Firmament. *Tis of that 


Sort which they call bearded, And ſome will 
have it to reſemble a Lion, others ſay, tis like a 
Dragon, a Crocodile, a Bear, and I know not what, 
There is hardly a Species of four-footed Beaſts, 
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180 Letters writ by Vol. VI. 
And ſome aſſert it to be the perfect Figure of a 

Sword. n 33 
The Mathematicians are ſtraining all their Skill, 
to take the true Dimenfions of this Celeſtial Appa- 
rition. The Painters are drawing it to the Life; 
the Poets are making Songs and Ballads of it. 
And the more learned Sages are framing Aſtrono- 
micat Schemes, like ſo many Gins or Traps to 
catch this Meteor in. They watch all its Motions, 
and dog it from one Heavenly Houſe to another; 
ey track it through the moſt intricate. Paths of 
e SE: : , DT » EE N ; 72 
1 A ſtands ſtill, or makes a tranſient Addreſs 
to any Planet, eminent Star, or Conſtellation, we are 
4 3 alarm'd with the News of it, and bid to 
be upon our Guard, as if there were ſome Miſchief 
a plotting againſt us Above. The World is ha- 
rangu'd with fatal Predictions of Wars, Famine, 
Earthquakes, and other Calamities, the ſure Conſe- 

quences of this ſuppos'd Prodigy. k 

Tell me, thou who art converſant in the Sci- 
ence of the Stars, and the myſterious Philoſophy of 
Nature, what theſe Comets are? Whether. they be 
only Exhalations drawn up into the higher Region 
of the Air, by the Force of the Sun; Or, whether 
they be more ſolid and durable Subſtances ? Whe- 
ther they be of a poſthumous Origin like the 
Clouds, Hail, Rain, Snow, and other Mereors, the 
daily products of Nature, the upſtart Off-ſpring of 
- the Elements? Or, whether they are-in the Rank of 
thoſe Beings, whoſe Antiquity is untraceable, which 
are as old as the World; ſuch as the Sun, Moon, Stars, 
and this Earth whereon we tread ©. 
For my Part, I believe *tis no Hereſy in Science, 
whatever tis in Religion, to ſtart new Maxims. For 
we ought to know, both in the one and the other; 
what we call Innovation, is but a reviving thoſe 
Principles, which thro' Deſuetude, or the Corrup- 
: tion 
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'S tion of Times are grown obſolete, out of Date and 
forgotten, HEL the moſt primitive and ancient 
Truths in the World. | 
Thus I cannot forbear thinking there are ſome 
other Globes ſcatter'd up and down the infinite Ex- 
panſe, beſide thoſe whoſe continual Brightneſs ex- 
poſes them to our Eyes, | | . 
The Moon, 'tis known, with Venus and other Pla- 
nets, receive their Light gradually from the San, b; WM 
Hemiſpheres: So that 'tis certain each of theſe or- 
bicular Bodies is always dark by half. And where 
is the Solœciſm, if we 5 e there are other opaque 
Bodies in the Firmament which receive no Light at 
all, and by their Nature and Qualities, are incapa- 
ble of receiving any but from within themſelves? 
So we may ſuppoſe theſe Comets to be ſuch ſolid 
Globes, made reſplendent by an Eruption of their 
eitel Fe. e eee 
God only knows the Truth in fuch Caſes. And 
thou art better able to decide theſe Queſtions 
than 1. Therefore referring it to thy ſage Judg- 
ment, I pray him who made the Stars, and orders 
| their Dominion on Earth, to bleſs thee with fa- 
| vourable Influences, That thy Soul may be always 
like a Land flouriſhing under the ſweet Aſpects of 
| Orion and the Pleiades. e aft 
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-.. LETTER IV 


To Hamer, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
185 of the Ottoman Empire. 


H E French have had ſo many Occaſions of Joy 
* of late, that it is hard to determine, whi 
affects them moſt nearly. | 13 
The Satisfaction which the Pope gave this Mo- 
#arch, for the Injuries. formerly done to his Em- 
baſſador at Rome, began the Triumph of the Freuch 
Court. I have already ſent . e of that 
Quarrel, and how high the Reſentments of the 
King flew, on the ſame Day that he receiv'd the 
firſt News of ſo barbarons an Aﬀront. Now I. ſhall 
acquaint thee, That there enſu'd a Treaiy between 
them at Piſa, a City of Fraly in the Dukedom of 
Tuſcany, after the French Troops had terrified them 
into a State- Penitence, by the r Approaches 
they made toward the Ecclefoaſtical Territories, 
through the Principalities of Modena and Parma, 
| Theſe Two are Friends to France, and their Inte- 
reſt makes them fo, in regard that Crown. protects 
'em from the Pope's Oppreſlion, who is always 
eſteem'd an ill Neighbour, by the 1talian Princes, 
whoſe Dominions lie next to his. For this Roman 
Prelate is very Potent and Rich; he would in a 
fhort Time be Lord of all Europe in Temporals as 
well as Spirituals, were he not curb'd by the King 
of France and his Allies. | 5 
This makes all the little Sovereigns round about 
Rome, ſtand in Awe of the Monarch, Who was born 
to command Crowned Heads. Wonder not at the 
Expreſſion: For I tell thee, ſome of the greateſt 
Princes in Europe are his Penſioners. This very 
Quarrel with the Pope, has gain'd the French Fing 
ST : ; | | Three 
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Three Cardinals more than were his Friends for- 
merly. | 1 7 . 
3 The Cancluſian of the Treaty was, That the Pope, 
' ſhould ſend a Legate de Latere into France, to paci- 
fy the King's Wrath; and that the Militia or . 
man Guards whom they call Shirri and Corſes, ſhould 
be for ever abaliſh'd, and a Pyramid be erected over 
againſt. their Guard-Houſe, with an Inſcription in 
Tatin and French, declaring their Crime and Pu- 
niſhment. LETS ; "TIX BY / „ 

Tbis put the Court of France into a very jolly 
Humour. They fell preſently to Feaſting and Re- 
velling; and the King's next Project was the Con- 
queſt 5 Barbary. To this End he ſent the Duke of 
Beaufort with a Fleet of great Ships, to clear the 
Seas of aner, that ſo an Army might be 
ſafely tranſported from Toulon, and landed on the 
oppoſite Shore. His Deſign. in this was to reduce 
the Iuhabitants of thoſe happy Countries to the old 
1dolatry of their Fore: fathers, to plant there the Na- 
Zarene Superſtition, and make himſelf the ſole Lord 
and Proprieter of Africk. e e 
L cannot divine what Succeſs he will have in this 
great Enter prize; but it appears as if Gad were angry 
with the Muſſulmans; ſuch continual Loſſes they 
ſuſtain by Land and Ses. . 
It is with no ſmall Grief I faw not long ago, the 
French whe ſerv'd in Hungary this Campaign, re- 
turn to Paris laden with the Spoils of True Believers. 
I. cannot behold, the very Cymetars and Enfigns 
which theſe 1zfidels took fram the vanquiſh'd Oſmans, 
hang up in their Temples as Trophies of their Victory, 
without inexpreſſible Paſfion- and Regret. *Tis ſaid 
bere, the Grand Signior has loſt in Hungary above 
Thirty thouſand Men this Campaign; whereof Ten 
thouſand were kill'd in one Battle, and a Hundred 
and Fifty Colaurs taken, with ſixtsen Cannons. 


. 


— 
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Beſides, theſe Giafers grate my Ears with another 
Bravado, boaſting that one French Ship of War 
fought ſeven Hours with three and thirty of the 
Grand Signicr's Gallies, ſunk five, ſcatter'd the reſt, 
and came off with a compleat Victor x. 
'Tis a vaſt Advantage the French have in the Situ- 
ation of their Country, in that it is waſh'd on the 
South by the Mediterranean, on the North by the Main 
Sea: So that *tis eaſy for them to curb il oreateſt 
Part of Europe on one Side, and ſufficiently moleſt 
the Levantines on the other. As for the Weſtern 
Parts, this Kingdom is their very Center: Where 
all the Lines of War, Peace, Commerce, and Traffi ck 
meet and terminate. She is to Chriſtendom, what 
Egypt and Sicily were in former Ages to the Empire 
of Old Rome, an inexhauſtible Granary. Whatſoever 
deſirable Things Nature has frugally dropp'd here 
and there in other Regions, are found in this King- 
dom as in their Original Seminary. Corn is plentifil 
as Graſs, Wine is almoſt as cheap here, as Water is 
with you in ſome Parts of Turkey. The Fens and Lakes 
are cover'd with wild Fowl. The Meadows with 
Sheep, Deers, Goats and Oxen. There's nothing ſcarce 
but Hens, Eggs, and True Believers, I had almoſt for- 


t their remarkable Plenty of Salt, the bare Cu- 


om of which, augments the King's Coffers with 
four Millions of Zequins every ear. 
France alſo abounds in Hemp, a moſt ' neceſſary 
Vegetable, whereof ſhe not only makes all Her own 
Cordage' and Sails, but alſo furniſhes her Neigh- 
bours, which brings in a conſiderable Revenue. 
There is an infinite Plenty of Fruits, and Trees for 
Timber, of Iron, Marble, Free- ſtone, and all Things 
neceſſary for building Ships or Houſes, for Defence or 
Offence by Land or Sea. Neither are there wanting 
Mines of Gold, Silver, Tin, Lead, Copper, and other Me. 
tals whereof Men make the Inſtruments of War, and 
the Entertainment of Peace, Ina Word, this Coun- 


ty 
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try is ſo enrich'd with every Thing, that ſome Hi- 
ſtorians and Philoſophers have call'd it the Parent of 
Plenty, others the Fountain of earthly Bliſs, the 
moſt incomparable Region of this Globe, the Epi- 
tome of the World, or rather a little World itſelf, 

Serene Scribe, thou wilt not wonder at the uͤni- 
verſal Succeſſes of the French Arms, when thou con- 


ſidereſt theſe Things, and here the Provinces are 


peopled like Kingdoms, the Cities appear like whole 
Provinces, for Multitude of Inhabitants, To ſay all 
in a Word, The Common Character of France, is 
the ſame which Philoſophers give to Nature. That 
there can be no Vacuum found in it. ö 


Paris, 25th of the 12th Moon, 
ef the Year 1664," 


8 


VVV 
To Abdel Melec Muli Omar, Preſident of 
the College of Sciences at Fez. 


Ermit me to ruſh into thy Preſence, venerable 
P Patron of Philoſophy, without the uſual For- 
malities of Addreſs, or Punctilio's of Introduction. 
Let me be admitted like a Man with Coals of Fire 
on his Head, as the Cuſtom is at the Imperial Port, 


in urgent Caſes: For I am newly enflam'd afreſn 


with Pythagoriſm, Platoniſm, and Indianiſm. 
Floods, Fires, and other Devaſtations by War, 
Famine, Peſtilence, Earthquakes, and ſuch like Con- 
tingencies, have either quite aboliſh'd the True and 
Primitive Science of the firſt-Ages, in moſt Parts of 
the Earth; or at leaſt very much diminiſh'd and 
obſcur'd their Orignal Splendor, | | 
The beſt Manuſcripts are loſt, unleſs the Indians 
have preſery'd 'em. Our Fathers grew torpid, ſtu- 
| 7 pified, 
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pified, and; deſperate, under the publick Calamities 
which overwhelm'd whole Cities, Provinces, King- 
doms, and Empires: There was no Encouragement 
for a Scribe or a Man of Letters, to put himſelf to 
a needleſs Toil in labouring to preſerve the Records 
Which came from Heaven: Hiſtories of the World 
inviſible, celeſtial, perfect, and eternal; Traditions 
of undiſcoverable Antiquity; Pandects repleniſh'd 
with bright oriental Wiſdom, and ſeal'd wit. the 
Tetragrammaton, which thou know'ſt is the Signet 
of the Firſt and the Laſt? even of the Divinity which 
 eomprehends all Things; and is itſelf compre- 
hended of none. | | 
Had they gone about ſuch a Task, they knew that 
ſome ill Fate or other would ſwallow their Wri- 
tings, and bury them in eternal: Oblivion, Hence 
It is, that at this Day we can hardly boaſt of the 
Footſteps of ancient Knowledge, a few Fragments 
and Relicks of Primitive Learning featter'd up and 
down in divers Authors, and nu adulterated with 
the vain Opinions and Errors of After-Times, For 
every Writer was either inclin'd. or forc'd,. to flatter 
the Age wherein he liv'd, and not oppoſe their 
Tenets. So that now there is ſcarce any true Philo- 
ſophy extant on this fide the Ganges. 

How thoſe Brachmans only had the Happineſs to 


conſerve. ſo ſacred. a Treaſure, can be no other Way 


made out, than by their own conſtant Tradition, 
that the Deluge of Neah never reach'd thoſe utmoſt 


Borders of the Land toward the Faff, And perhaps 


the ſame Reaſon may be. given for the untraceable 
Chronelogies of the 5 5 | 
tho* they differ in. the Sentiments and Rites of their 
Religion, in their Laws, Cuſtoms, and Manner of 
Government; yet they both agree in affirming the 
World to be indeterminately Old, putting a cer- 
tain Number of Millions. of Years, for an uncer- 
tain, far beyond it; which is but a modeſt 9% 
: trench- 


ſe, their Neighbours. For 
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trenchment of their own Thoughts, as if they were 
unwilling, it ſhould be falſely cenſur'd that they 
aim'd at an Hyperbale. 5 7 | 
They ſay, That the Firſt Matter is Co-eternal with 
God, as Light is Co-eval with the Sun, produc'd' al- 
ſo, and depending after the fame Manner. For as 
the Light diffus'd through the Air, is not properly 
the Sun, but an inſeparable Effect of it; ſo the Uni- 
verſe is not God, but his Production, ever ſubſiſting 
on him, and never to be divided from his Eternal 
Eſſence. And, for ought I ſee, the moſt ſignificant 
Language in the World, has no other Way to ex- 
preſs Things of this abſtruſe Nature. They are 
too ſublime for humane Thought; much more do 
they tranſcend the Power of Speech. All the Dia- 
lefts on Earth are too barren of Words, and Words 
too defective in Senſe, to deſcribe the ineffable 
Secrets of Eternity. 5 a 
As ,s for the various Ranks of Beings, the infinite 
Diverſity of Forms, reſulting from the Firſt Matter, 
they think it reaſonable to believe, that they were 
ſucceſſively produc'd. in. Time; every one in its 
Order, and according to its Perfection. 
tell thee, it appears much more rational for me 
to believe this, than that the Firſt Matter itſelf was 
produc'd out of nothing above five or fix thouſand 
Years 4 the Jews and Chriſtians ſeem to teach. 
Rather than ſtarve my Reaſon with ſo ſhort an Idea 
of the World's Age; I would embrace the Senti- 
ments of Democritus and Epicurus, ſuppoſe an Tfini- 
ty of Spaces and Worlds, an Eternity of Generations 
and Corruptions, a continual Change not only of In- 
dividuals, but of the very Species of Things, through 


the fatal Concourſe and Blending of Atomes: Yet not 


denying the Unity of the Divine Eſſence, nor under- 


valuing his Providence all the while. For theſe 
Things are, in my Opinion, very compatible one 


with another. 
5 8 I do 
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I do not pietend to be ſi ingular, or ſet up for a 
Dogmatiſt Neither am I ambitious of being eſtem'd 
a Wit, by yenting Notions above the Reach of yul- 
gar Capacities. Tis only. the pure Love of Truth, 
Which encourages me to take this Libert with 
thee, who in Matters of ee art tlie only 
Maſter of the Age. 

To thee therefore 1 ſubmit all my 1 as 
to an Oracle; deſiring thy impartial Anſwer, and 
couching the Faculties of my Soul, in the moſt 
humble Attach to ay; 5 e Wiſdow, I become 


mute as a Mummy. . 


i Park, 30th of the Ours Moon, AST Sali 
of the Tear. 16664. . 
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2 0. maden, Santone of the 2 
E D wy: of Sidon. ee HE: 
Hat is bly World, that on al sides indes 


V our Senſes? This Earth under our Feet; 
thoſe Clouds whirling over our Heads; theſe 


Winds ſhaking the Trees; that azure Sky, with all 


its glittering Ornaments? What's all this but an 
«ternal Dream; a mere Shadow of God Almighty's 
Thoughts ? 'Tis pleaſant living in it; tis alſo pain- 
ful. In his Senſe this Univerſe is perfectly goed 3 
in ours tis mixed with Evil. He made it for his 
own Diverſion, and our Scrutiny. ' Tis to, us a 
Field of Riddles and Contradictions. In Summer 


we curſe the Heat, and in Winter blaſpheme the 


Cold, Yet we bleſs both the one and other, when 
we feel *em in due Meaſure and-Seaſon. One Hour, 


this Colour pleaſes the "BYE, another that; and 


Per- 


„„ Eadie a dT”: 
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perhaps in the next, tis diſguſted at them both. We 
never find Reſt or Content in any Thing. Tue ſoft- 
eſt Muſick at ſome times grates our Ears, like the 
croaking/ of Toads. The moſt agreeable Odours, 
are as the Smell of a Sepulchre, loatliſome and abo- 
minable. The moſt delectable Wines and ſavou 
Meats, at ſuch Seaſons, are unpalatable as the Be- 
verage and Diet of Hell. Neither can the more 
inſinuating Charms of Women, put us in a better 
Humour. All the whole Syſtem of Natufe joined 
together, is not ſufficient to afford us Eaſe, Nothing 
but a Ray from the Omnipotent can alleviate our 
Melancholly, or give us a Taſte of our ſelves. For 
we are the very Deity in ſcatter'd Fragments; or 
we are ſeparated Drops of the Divine Eſſence; Vo- 
atile Spirits of Eternity; by Fate or Chance, fix'd in 
roper Vehicles of Time and Matter. O Santone 
his whole, Corporeal. Univerſe is but a Web ſpun 
from the Bowels of an Infinite God; and wrought 
with inimitable Artifice, to catch Immaterial Forms, 
Idea's and Souls in, which are the genuine Off- ſpring 
of the Eternal Mind. We Mortals of Humane Race, 
are but ſo many Parcels of the Divinity in Diſguiſe, 
trepan'd into Bodies, by certain hidden Baits, Mag- 
nets and Charms, lurking in Embryd's, with which 
we have ſome Sympathy. We are all Gods in Maſ- 
querade. So are the, Beaſts of the Fields, the Birds 
of the Air, and the Fiſh of the Sea. „ 
Let us not therefore condemn the antick Cere- 
monies of Gentile Religion, which taught Men to 
adore the Sun, Moon and Stars, the Elements and 
all that is within their Circumference, eſpecially the 
Souls of departed. Hero's, Demq- Gods, Nymphs, and 
the reſt of thoſe Beings, which are the eldeſt Proge- 
2y of: Eternal Nature, For in fo doing, they did but 


2 - . * 8 * 
build Altars to the original Fountain of the Uni- 
verſe. Since God is in the Winds, in the Rain, in 


the Thunder, Lightning, Hail, and other Meteors; 
| in 
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in the Heavens, and Air, Sun, Moon and Stars; in 
the Fire, Earth and Water; in Plants and Animals; 
finally, ſince he is in the Elements, and every 
Thing compounded of them; he is not only in 
them, but is theſe very Things by an ineffable Pro- 
duction of himſelf. And when the final Conſummas- 
tion ſhall come, it will be but a withdrawing all 
the extended Lines of his Infinity, into their Cen- 
ter, where thou and I, and every divided Atome in 
Nature ſhall meet, be united and ſwallow'd up in 
eternal Beatitude. Amen] Amen] Oh thou Lord 
and Father of all Things, inexhauſtible Abyſs of 
Miracles which know'no End, 5 


Paris, 6th of the Iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1665. 


4 
A 
oþ 


To the ſame. 


OUppoſing it were otherwiſe than I have ſaid: 
| Sg Grant che Doctrine of Epicurus true. Believe 
that we and all Taings were-produc'd by the For- 
tuitous Concourſe of Atomes. Yet ſtill we have the 
ſame, or greater Reaſon to value our ſelves as di- 
| minutive Code; be in this Senſe we muſt of ne- 
ceſſity be . Atome being ſo, of which 
if . we are compounded. In the Opinion of - theſe 
Philoſophers, there's no ſuch Thing as an Origin or 
Beginning of the Univerſe: Each Particle of Matter 
with-them, is as old as the Divinity, We have all 
rang'd Frernally from one Form and World to an- 
1 other; danc'd to the Meaſures of Fate, been Parts 
j of the Orbs above, and of the Caverns below; 
1 ſtray'd through the Heavens and all the Elements, 
taken an univerſal Career, through Infinite and *T 
$ 


- Vol. VI. 2 Sy at PARIS. Tot 


leſs Spaces; and are now (as fix'd as we ſeem in 


theſe folid Hulks of Fleſh) in the ſame Hurly-burly 


as ever, e 
Theſe Bodies which we carry about us are not 
compounded of the ſame Atomes as they were ſe- 
| ven Years ago. There is a Perpetual Flux and Re- 
flux of Particles, We die as faſt as we live. Eve- 
ry Moment ſubſtracts from our Duration on Earth, 
. -as much as it adds to it, We Move, Breathe, and 
F do all Things by Paradox. Our very Eſſence is a 
Riddle. Y | 
| V. ith an open Heart therefore, I applaud thy Re- 
ligious Negligence of Humane Affairs, in that thou 
art divinely careleſs of thy ſelf, and every Thing 
Pp elſe, ſave only to conſerve thy Innocence. 
1 What de e it, whether we believe the Writ- 


ten Law or the Alcoran; whether we are Diſciples 


of Moſes, Jeſus, or Mahomet; followers of Ariftetle, 
Plato, Pythagoras, Epicurus, or Ilch Rend Hu the 
Indian Bramin? Of whit Import is it, whether we 
pray or not? Whether we kneel before Images, or 
in a naked Moſque? Iwill be-all one in the wind- 


Z ing up. We are but the Machines of Chance. As 
* we live, ſo ſhall we die; and God knows what will 
1 become of us afterwards; neither is it worth our 
L while to be ſollicitous, ſince we can be certain ot 
* nothing. Perhaps, every Atome of which we are 
1 made; may be ſcatter'd from the reſt; may we be 
h tranſported Piece- meal into Ten Hundred Thon- 
e ſand Millions of Worlds; and Seven-fold as many 
E Years may expire, betore Two the minuteſt Par- 
i ticles of our Frame, meet together again. We need. 


not to be troubled at all this: nothing can hinder 
1 us from being nmortal and Eternal, tho' it be but 


1 in Fragments. 

4 Go on then, Sacred Vagabond, Pious Rambler, 
y Holy Fugitive; go on to aſſert, in the Courſe of 
f thy Life, this great Truth, That all Things depend 
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on everlaſting Chance or Deſtiny, Thy Actions ſhall 
reprove the Hypocrites of the Age, who abound 
in ſpecious Words. And thy divine Indifference 


ſhall condemn the helliſh Zeal, of furious Bigots, 

who think to pleaſe God, and attone for their Sins, 
by facrificing humane Blood, and maſlacring all 
that are not of their Faith,  - + | 


God, or Chance, or Fate, ſhall tranſport thee af. 


ter Death, to happy. Regions, immarceſſible Joys, 


and an Endleſs, Succeſſion of Bliſs, Every Atom 
ſhall find its Paradiſe. Thou ſhalt mount by De- 
grees to full, infinite, and eternal Felicity. Adieu 
for a Time. 5 r 


Paris, 20th of the I ſt Moon, 9 
ef the Year 1665. 1 
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To Iſouf, his Couſin, a Merchant at 
e * (7 1: 00 


- \\ Ve 1 reflect on thy Happineſs, in ha- 


ving been all thy Life at Liberty to change 
thy Reſidence, and ramble whitherſoever thy 
Fancy invited thee, and that even now eat Aſtra- 
can, thou art no longer confin'd than by thy 
own Pleaſure or Intereſt, I cannot forbear envy- 
ing thee. A 852 5 . 
There is an inexpreſſible Delight in ranging the 
various Tracts of the Earth, Whereas to be per- 
etually ſhut up and impriſoned, as I am, in a 


City ſo cloſe and high-built, that the very Winds 


can ſcarce find a Way into her Interior Parts, is a 
perfect Hell upon Earth, „ 


„% Ben SH a 2 ads. mol ann ies oe ie 
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To ſpeak the Truth, Paris may be call'd a Heap 
or Aggregate of Cities, built one upon another, 
like Peliow upon Oſſa, ſince: the Houſes here are as 
high as the Minarets at Conſtantinople, and divided 
like the Air into the lower, - middle, and upper Regions 
or Apartments; or rather like the Heavens, whoſe 
Number Aſtronomers aſſert to be Nine. For with ſo 
many Stories do ſome Houſes, nay, whole Streets 
in Baris, litt up their Heads; and every Story or 
Apartment's psopled like a Bee-hive.' So that in this 
infinſte Throng:of Inhabitants, and ſuch as come 
hither about Buſinkſs, we aue ready to be ſtifled with 
one anbtherts Breath: MWhereas thou knoweſt, in 
the Cities all over the Eaſt, the Houſes are inter- 
mix' d with Gardens: They are low- built, with 
2 on the Top to take the cool Air on by 
Night, with Parterręes, Kaltaneys, Divans, Conſer- 
dvatories, and all the other Conveniences for re- 
freſhing the Senſes, by Water, Wind, and odoriferous 
Soak. Sn mon Loring 2 n A bing wade tt, 
This makes me long to be at Conſtantinople, : Da- 
maſths, i Moſul; or even at Aſtracan, where thou re- 
ſ{ideſt,vtholithatu City want many Delights which 
athers enjoy. However, I ſhould there encounter 
with Narn's and Turbants, the very Sight of which 
would half cure my Diſcontent. May my Portion 
bemithFagot, if Jam not tir d with ſeeing nothing 
but theſe Mats, and ſhort Coats, theſe ridiculous 
Franks, theſe» Apes without Tails. And then ta; 
hear, them? rant againſt the Grand Signior, and all 7 
True Believers — 2 them blaſpheme the Meſſen- 
ger vf God, curſe. the Alcoran, revile the Mufti, and vi 
all che Mollahs, with a Thouſand other Imperti- =! 
nences;.. which none but | ſuch Reprobates, Giaurs, 4 
and Inſidels would be guilty of; makes me either 
wiſh my ſelf deaf, or that my Tongue were at Li- 
berty to anſwer them. But, much rather wou'd I 
deſire to be in a Place, where 2 might enjoy my Ears, 
oe | | 19 
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to receive the Salem from my Friends that are 


Muſſulmans, and to hear the Name of God devoutly 


bleſs'd on any Occaſion that awakens the Senſe to 
Piety. n a e 


* 


Oh that I were among my Countrymen, the 
Arabians, who dwell in Tents, and frolick about 
from Hills to Valleys, taſting by Turns the various 
Sweets of the Foreſt and the Plain. The Groves 
and Meadows, Paſtures and Arable Grounds, Cities 
and Villages, all. contribute to their Delight. 8 8 
want no innocent Joy that the Earth can afford. 
Their Wealth conſiſts in the Multitude of their 
Sheep, Camels, Goats and Oxen. And for them is 
all their Care, that they may not want Graſs and 
Water in due Seaſon. As for themſelves, they are 
reſign'd to Prouid enge. 
So are the Tartars, who ſleep in Hords or Wag- 
gons, the only Cavaliers of Aſia: Whole. Life is a 
perpetual Campaign, from the Cradle to the Grave: 
Their Labour and Eaſe are derived from the ſame 
Fountain; exerciſing themſelves on Honſeback at 
ſeven Years old; and feeding on the Milk of Mares 
as ſoon as they are wean'd from their Mother's 
Breaſts, Toil and Recreation with them are one 
and the ſame Thing, ſince they know no other 
Pleafure but what conſiſts in Riding, Figbii 
and Conquering; or elſe in Death, which th 
believe tranſlate them to new Joys, and thaſe 
more poignant than they knew before. Therefore 
they bravely court it at the Point of a Sword, or 
the Mouth of a Cannon: Nothing being more 
ſcandalous or hateful than a Coward among them. 
I proteſt, the very Idea of Palus Mzaotis, and Tau- 
rica Cherſoneſus, with the reſt of thoſe horrible 
Pens and Marſhes, on the North of the Black Sea, 


which encompaſs the Dominions of the Tartars, af. 


fects me with a Paſſion, or rather ſuch a Medly of 
| Paſſions, as I-know not how to name. * 
; ple 
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ple Deſarts, thoſe untrack'd Solitudes, appear to 
my Imagination, like the Limits of this old habi- 
table World; and the Frontiers of ſome new, 
ſtrange and unknown Region; ſome Terra Incog- 
nita, where an univerſal Diſſolation and Silence 
keep their Seat for ever: Where no Voices are 
heard but thoſe of uncouth Satyrs, Fauns, and other 
exotick Tenants of the Woods and Moors, Noe other 
Sound but the whiſtling and roaring of the Winds, 


No Proſpe& but that of Trees which have ap- 


pear'd from the Infancy of Time; and where 
thoſe are wanting, the Eye is wearied in a long 
endleſs Waſte, which nothing ſeems to bound, but 
the declining Arch of diſtant Skies, or low, black, 
melancholy Clouds, skirted with Miſts and Fogs, 
eternal Mantles of the Northern Climes. 

This is the Figure of thoſe ſolitary Tracts where 
I would chuſe to live, rather than in a City which 
ftifles me, with too much Plenty of every Thing, 
but freſh Air, and honeſt People. 

Iſouf, the Contrarieties which we find in earth! 
Things, give a Guſt to each other. And, the wok 
magnificent Palace wou'd ſeem a Priſon, were a 
Man always confin'd to live in it. | 
Couſin, I wiſh thee perpetual Liberty, and Hap» 


pineſs. 


Paris, 7th of the 24 Moon, 
F che Tear 1665. 
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To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secre- 
| tary of the Ottoman Empire. 


on OT TD 
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Midſt the Variety of Obligations which I have 
A to diſcharge; 1 forget not to obey thy Com- 
mands, I have already in my former Diſhatehes 
acquainted thee with the Characters, and ſome re- 
markable Paſſages of Henry IV. Lewis XIII. Lew- 
is XIV. Cardinal Richelieu, Cardinal Mazarini, and | 
the Prince of Conde. Now I will ſay ſomething 
of the famous Mareſchal de 'Turenne, whoſe Fame 
reaches whereſoever the French Wars have been 
talk'd of for theſe Forty Years. The Name of this 
great General, is Henry de la Tour d' Auvergne, Son 
wie Dake of Bolden, © WT HIRED, 
When his Father was near his Death, he call'd 
for both his Sons, whereof this was the Youngeſt. 
And among other Exhortations, he recommended 
in a ſpecial Manner three Things to their Practieè: 
Never to renounce or change their Religion: Never 
to take up Arms againſt their Sovereign: Nor to 
provoke the Firſt Miniſter. ee 

As to the Firſt, the N Che de Turenne has hi- 
therto kept it inviolably; but he has faulter'd in 
both the other, having revolted from his Maſter's 
Service during his Minority, and oppos'd the Inte- 
reſt of Cardinal Maxarini, when the Parliament per- 
ſecuted that Miniſte. 

However, this hinders not but that he is a great 
Soldier, and beſides he is ſince reconcil'd to the 
King. He ſeems to be born for Martial Affairs. 
And they relate of him, That when he was but 
Ten Years Old, and his Governour miſſing him, 
pad ſought up and down every where for him, he 

| | ” "It 
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at length found him faſt afleep on a Cannon, which 
he ſeem'd to embrace with his little Arms as far as 
they would reach. And when he ask'd why he choſe 
ſuch a Couch to lie on, he made Anſwer, Mat he de- 
ſign'd to have ſlept there all Night, to convince his Father 
that he was hardy enough to undergo the Fatigues of War, 
tho* the Old Duke had often perſuaded him to the con- 
trary. And to ſpeak the Truth, no Man was more 
careleſs of his Body than this Prince. | 

At fourteen Years of Age he was ſent into Hol. 
land to ſerve in the Army under the Prince of Orange, 
who was his Uncle, There he apply'd himſelf ta 
all the Diſcipline of War, doing the Duty of a pri- 
vate Soldier: Which is the common Way that Ca- 
dets or younger Brothers take to riſe to the moſt 
eminent Offices, He was equally forward in Labours 
and Perils, never ſhunning any Fatigue or Hazard, 
which might bring hinr Glory, yet he was not raſh, 
the common Vice of Louth, but temper'd all his 
Actions with an extraordinary Prudence and Soli- 
dity of Judgment, beyond what; was expected from 
him at theſe Years, Let, on the other Side, his 
Counſels were not ſlow and flegmatick, being of a 
very ready Forecaſt; and he ſeldom fail'd in his 
Contrivances. He was ſoon promoted to a Place of 
Command, And the Exactneſs of his Conduct rais'd 
him a vaſt Reputation, ſo that by Degrees he at laſt 
arriv'd to that Height of Power and Honour he now. 
poſſeſſes, He N indefatigable in his Body, and 
of an invincible Reſolution. He hates Flatterers, 
that think to gain his Friendſhip by praiſing him. 
And is equally averſe from making ule of ſuch fawn- 
ing Inſinuations to others, tho! the greateſt Princes 
of the Blood, or the Firſt Miniſter himſelf, + 


$ . 


He has alſo a certain Stedfaſtneſs of Spirit, which 
cannot be warp'd by any artificial Addreſſes, tho” 
made to his own apparent Advantage, if they pro- 
pole to him any Thing that has the leaſt Semblance 
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of what is baſe and diſhonourable.. Thus he would 


never conſent that the Honour of taking Dwnkirk 
ſome Years ago, ſhould be aſcrib'd io Cardinal Ma- 
zarini, tho* that Miniſter privately courted him to 
it, offering him the greateſt Commands in the King- 
dom, if he would do him that Service; and the 
Mareſchal knew it might prove his Ruin, if he did 


not. Yet ſuch was his Integrity and Love to the 


Truth, that by no means would he be brought to 


_ eondeſcend to this Meanneſs of Spirit: Yet, per- 


haps it might only proceed from the Averſion 
which in thoſe Days he had for the Cardinal. Ma- 
ny times it is evident, That a zatural Paſſion is made 


10 paſs for a moral Vertue. Beſides, perhaps he was 


unwilling to be depriv'd of the Glory due to him for 
that important Service. | 
Ke is a Man of few Words, and ſo ſecret in al} 


| his Counſels, that no Body knows any Thing of 


his Deſigns, till he = them in Execution; Every 
Man efteems him the moſt liberal Prince of this 


Age, having no other regard for Money, than as 


it ferves the Neceſſities of his Family, and enables 
him to oblige his Frĩi endes. ns 0 

In a Word, whatever Vices he may have, he is yet 
endu'd with ſo many good Qualities and Vertues, 
that he is beloy'd by all the Nation, and in particu- 
lar Favour with his Sovereign, who treats him not as 
a Subject, but as one of his moſt intimate Friends. 
May God, who has rais'd tiþ this great Genius, to 
aggrandize the French Monarchy, continually ſupply 
the Grand Signior with valiant and expert Generals, 
that the Empire of the Faithful Oſmans, may encreaſe 
like the Moon, but never be in its Ware, till that 
Planet ſhall no more appear in the Heavens, and the 
Faſtning of the Elements ſhall be diffoly'd. 


A 12th of the 24 Moon, 
e the Year 1665. | 2 
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ETER XXII. 
To Orchan Cabet, Student of the Sciences, 


and Penffoner to the Grand Signior. 


HE French King has lately This Letter was 
T receiv'd a groſs Affront written Originally 
from the Poets. They have often in Sclayonick. 
been Satyrical upon his Loves, 

and now they begin to burleſque upon his Money. 
A Day or Two 90. as he was newiy riſen out of 
his Bed, he found on a Table in his Chamber, a 
Paper containing theſe Verſes. 

Ju 6s Iſſue de Race Auguſte, 

Ton Ayeul eft Henry le Grand; 

Et ton Ptre Lowis le Fuſe, © 
Pour Toy, tu nes qu an Lowis d' Argent. 


* 


Thu know'ſt where the Force of the Poer's Wit 
lies, having travelled in France and learned their 
"Language. The King ſmil'd at the Reading of it, and 
ſeem'd to be pleas'd with the Frankneſs of the Au. 
thor, ſaying, He ꝛuas worth a Thouſand Flatterers, He 
promiſed likewiſe to give him five hundred Zoxis's 


for his Wit, if he would diſcover himſelf, as alſo 


to pardon him on bis Royal Werd. Bur the Sa. 


tyriſt would not venture himſelf, knowing that 


Kings have more Ways than One to revenge them- 


ſelves of private Perſons, their Subfecks. However, 


ſince the King appear'd ſo well pleaſed with this, 
he was reſolved to give him another Touch of his 
Skill. And the very next Morning in the ſame Place, 
the King found theſe Words. "TP 


Tx ne le Scaura pas Louis, x 
| -Cgr J etois ſeul quand je le fis. 
9 K's There 
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There have been many Conjectures made about the 
Author of theſe Lampooys. ohe Hy ind Thing, and 
ſome another. And there are not wanting Aach as 
faſten it on a Virgin of Collen noWreſiding (at this 
Court: Her Name is Anne Maris de Skurman. She 
is very learned, and ſpeaks Arabick, Latin, Turkiſh, 
Greek, Italian, Frenrh and Spaxiſh, as fluently as 
her native Dialect. She is of a fine Wit, and 
piercing Judgment in the Controverſies of Phyloſo- 
phy an Religion, eZ TOLL $1 gr £154: 4 e. ; 130 
There are ſeyeral Epiſtles of hers in Print, fo f 
penn'd in Latin, others in French, eee 
Queen- Mother, Cardinal Richelieu, Cardinal Mazqrin, 
and others; beſides a Book of Poems, moſt of them 
Satires. And 'tis this laſt gives the World ſuch a 
Jealouſy of her writing the Lines which were found 
on the King's Table. For the Criticks have com- 
par'd 'em with her Style; and find a very near re- 
ſemblance between t lem. 
But let who will be the Author, I think the French 
King is wrong' d in the Character they give him. For 
tho he has heap'd up great Quantitięs of Gold and 
Silver to pity. 0 his vaſt Deſigns, yet he is no Miſer, 
eral to Perſons of Merit. 


at 
« 7 
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LETTER XXIII. 
To the Captain Baſſa. 


* 
ny 


\ / M AY thy Heart be chearful, and thy Voyage 


| i noble old. Tarpaulin, and Favourite of the God of the 
5 Sea. The Empire of the Ottomans has not had ſo 
brave a Commander of the Navy theſe Thirty Yeats, 
; God grant thee good Fortune againſt the Inſidels, 
ö whether on the Whize, or Black Seas. Thou art al- 
3 ready famous for thy Exploits on the Latter, in 
. above twenty Engagements with the Coſſacks, Cir- 
4 caſſians, and the reſt. of thoſe Thieviſh Countries. 
l But nothing has raiſed thy Character ſo high as the 
* laſt Combat thou hadſt with Pachicour, the renown- 
5 ed Pyrate of thoſe Parts, who threatned not only his 
Chriſtian Neighbours, but alſo, the Ottoman Empire 
4 %%% ͤ % i ho bn 
4 But thou haſt ſtem'd the Tide of his Glory, hum- 
d bled the Maritime People his Confederates, and by 
7 that means made thy ſelf a Way into the Archipelago 
. and Mediterranean, where thou rideft as another 
0 Neptune, King of the Waters. 
* Take not this for Flattery; for I tell thee, T have 
LE * not ſaid ſo much to a Baſs of the Sea theſe Seven 
and Twenty Years, , Neither indeed had I any Rea- 
1 = fon. He that merited the molt Applauſe in all that 
* | Time, was the Brave Zorneſan Muſtapha. And I ad- 
8 dreſs'd no more to him than his due. Fortune did 
5 not fayour him, or elſe he had done great Things. 


ds for che reſt, they were generally Men neyer 
5 3 bred. to Sea-Affairs, N but Minors of the Court, or 
, = <Bullies of the City, who Were better at making a 
. , : ö 1 l ieee 1 {2837 A 
Noiſe, than at any Action of Hazard or Importance. 
And there were ſome bold Renegadoes, but they play'd 
ek „ — 


crown'd with Succeſs, wherever thou ſaileſt, 
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faſt and looſe, and no Body knew where to have 
. 1 2 N 7 w 4 1 — Winn # —_ + 
cm. ” | | 


Me oe F „ 
Treachery infects the whole World; but in theſe 


129425 


They have had a terrible Fight this Summer, 
wherein the Dutch loſt Seventeen Ships of War, be- 
fides Veſſels of ſmaller Note. The Coſtmander of the 
Engliſh Fleet is call'd the Duke of Nork, a Great Ge- 
'neral, and Brother to the Engliſh King. His Name 
was famous in France and Flanders during the Spaniſh 
War. And tho? the Land affotded him no farther 
Occaſions of Glory, yet He has found ſome in the 
Sea. Opdam, the Greateſt Admiral that ever the 
Dutch could boaſt of, fell a Sacrifice to His Genius. 

I am the more Particular in this Relation, becauſe 


it is fit thou ſhould'ſt know the Characters of all the. 


brave Heroes living. | 

Since this Fight, the King of France has ſent an 
Embaſſador to the Engliſh Court to mediate a Peace. 
What Iſſue his Negotiation will have, is of no great 
Import to us, who ſerve the Grand Signior, ſole Lord 
of the Four Seas: But I will tell thee fomething 
which it concerns thee to know. . h 


The 


4 
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The King of France is a going to cut à Canal 
through Part of his Kingdom, by which the Medi- 
terranean may be join d to the Main Sea. This is a 
vaſt Deſign, and much diſcours'd of in Europe, be- 
ing a Parallel to what has been formerly attempted _ 
by ſome Kings of Egypt, and Emperors of Rome to 
join the Mediterranean and Red Sea together, for the 
Sake of an eaſier Traffick to the Eaſt Indies. 
Thou oughteſt alſo to be informed of the Due 
of Beaufurt's Exploits on the Coaſts of Barbary. He 
is Commander of the French Navy in thoſe Seas, 
and has done great Injuries to the People of Algier, 
Sarcelle, Bougie, and other Ports. 

Tho? theſe Rebels are deſervedly puniſh'd for de- 


ſerting the Protection of the High Porte, yet let us #1 
remember, that the Algerines are Muſſulmans, and | j 
therefore ought not to be abandon'd to the Malice | 

of Inſidels. 1 7 N | ' 
Mighty Baſſa, fail thou in the Strength of God a 
againſt the Enemies of the Ottoman Empire. And f 
LT / * n þ 


when thou haſt Aniſh'd' thy Voyage here below, ma 
a Wind. of Mercy waft thee o'er the Waters which = 
are above the Firmament, and land thee ſafe in one | | 


3 „ 1 ' 1 

of the Ports of. paraiſti. J 
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To Achmet Beig . 
| „ di Ma ns 
ls Court has put on the exterior Sem- 
PANE blance of Mourning, whilſt they inward- 
by rejoyce at the Death of Philip IV. 
LKking of Spain. He deceas'd on the 
17th of the gh Moon. Tis poſſible 
DUKES their Grief is more real for the Death 
of the Duke of Vendoſme, a Prince of Royal Extraction, 


N/A R 


” 


and, whilſt living, not far from a Poſſibility of inheri- 


ting the Crown of France. But now he is gone to 


the Grave, the general -ReCeptacls, gf All Mortals, 
and which makes no Diſtinction between the Noble 
and the Vulgar. aq There 


* 
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There have been Abundance of Ceremonies per- 
form'd on the Part of the Ning, the Dauphine, the 
Duke of Orleans, the Duke of Valois, and other 
Princes of the Blood, for the Health of the depart- Ul, 
ed Soul: For the Nazarenes, to give them their due, #0 
fall not ſhort. of the True Faithful in believing the | i. 
Reſurrection and Immortality to come. They conlign j! 
the Bodies of the Dead to their Sepulchres, with ſo- 
lemn Rites of Religion, perfuming them with In- 
cenſe, and ſprinkling them with Holy Water: Re- 
hearſing alſo certain Sacred Hymns and Prayers ap- 
. —— for that Purpoſe, Neither do they negle& 
to Faſt, and give Alms, to perform any Pjous Office 
which is practis'd by the Muſſulmans, for their 
Friends who are gone to the Inviſible State. They 44 
17 with us in Abundance of good Things, and 4 
I en mix ſome Superſtitions and Errors, let us | 
' 
þ 


Pity their Weakneſs, and praiſe God $29, guides 
us into the right Way, and ſuffers us not to be ſe- 
duced into the Way of Infidels. He is the Merciful 
of the Merciful, the Foy of the Elect, and the Hope 
of all Nations. Should he puniſh Men according to 1 
their Hourly Demerits, the Earth would ſoon be de- | 
populated, and void of any other, Inhabitants ſave | 
the Beaſts, But he knows our Mold, and remembers 
that we are no more than a mere . or Spume of 1 
the Elements, and that in a very little Time, by the Cl 


Courſe of Nature, we ſhall yaniſh like Bubbles 1 
which yield to every Blaſt of Wind, , Therefore he {| 


ſpares us, and connives at our Infirmities, becauſe 
= he is the Lover of Sul,, v; 
| I ſpeak. this as an Incentive to Charity, among 
our ſelves, and to our Fellow-Mortals. It ſeems to 
me Were that we ſhould purſue with, in- 
exorable Hatred all the Followers of Jeſus. He was a 
Holy. Prophet, humble, mild, chaſte, and harmleſs. 
He did many good Works, himſelf; , and com- 
Mnded his Diſciples to imitate his Example. He 
„ TTT rebuk'd 


j 


— 
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rebuk'd' thoſe among them, that would have call'd 


down Fire from Heaven to conſume his Enemies: 
Enjoyning them to return Bleſſings for Gurſes, 
Prayers for Blaſphemies, and Good for Evil, There 
are thoſe among them who obey His Precepts: As 
for the Wicked, I am not their Advocate. If the 
oreateſt Part of the Chriſtians live contrary to the 
Law of the Meſſias, let us conſider alſo how many 
 Hypocrites, Libertines, Hereticks, and Atheiſts 
there are among thoſe who profeſs the Mnſſulmar 
Faith. Doubtleſs, there are Good and Bad of all Re- 
lizions. And tis impoſſible to find an Aſſembly of 
Juſt Men, without a Mixture of Sinners. 

As for our Differences with the People of Jeſus, 
in Matter of Worſhjp, it ought not to make us for- 
get that we are Men, compounded of the ſame 
Fleſh and Blood as they. And for ought we know, 
God, who made all the Nations of the Earth, may 
accept of their various Rites and Ceremonies in pay- 
ing him divine Adoration.” n. 
Voe that are the Poſterity of Ina, and worſhip 
the Eternal after the Manner of our Fathers, who 
followed the Pattern of 1brahim the Beloved of God, 
cannot deny but that the Law of Moſes was of Di- 


vine Original: And yet it contains Precepts and 


Injunctions, to Which we are wholly Strangers in 
our Practice; tho' the Jews, who are the Deſcen- 
dants of Jacob, obey them to this Day. 

© So we believe what the Alcoran ſays of the Meſ- 


ſias, That He is the Breath and Word of God; That 


He heal'd Diſeaſes, rais'd the Dead, wrought many 
other Miracles, and preach'd the true Heayenly Do- 
ctrine. Yet there's Abundance of Difference be- 
tween the Ceremonies which the very Apoſttes us'd 
in the Service of God, and the Worſhip eſtabliſh'd 
by Mahomet our Holy Law.-giver. But He tells us, 
That they who live up to the Law of Jeſus, ſhalhpo 
to Paradife as well as the Maſulmanz. 


The. 
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The greateſt Scandal which the Chriſtians give us, 
is their ſetting up Ziftates and Images in their Tem- 
ples, and the Reverence they pay to thoſe inſenſible 
Pieces of Humane Art. And yet for ought we 


know they may be excuſable before God; ſince 


they profeſs openly in the Publick Decrees of their 
Councils, That the Veneration and Honour they pay 
to the Figures of Saints and Angels, is only relative; 
their Devotion at the ſame Time reſting not on this 
Side the Prototypes, et ban SRO RG e 
If this be true, I ſee no more Hurt in their Wor- 
ſhip of Images, than in bowing and proſtrating be- 
fore the Alcoran, which is but another Sort of Ina 
gery, repreſenting the Divine Will, Ws 
In a Word, if the Hieroelyphicks of the ancient 
Egyptians are allow'd to be lawful Letters, and In- 
ſtruments to expreſs the inward Conceptions ef the 
Mind; in my Opinion, the Painting and Seulp- 
ture Which we ſee in the Churches of the Chriſtians, 
ought not to be condemn'd as ay idolatrous Pra- 


Aice, When tis only us'd as an eaſier Way to con- 
vey the Hiſtory of Jeſus, and the reſt of the Pro- 


phets and Saints, to the Vulgar, who are generally 
ignorant of Letters. Unleſs we ſhall ſay, That the 
Son of Mary was an Idol, and the Prophets and Saints 
wire Devils; which God ayert from the Mouth of 
a Trae Believer. OE JO LET | vet, 


Paris, 13th of the 11th Moon, 
of the mies. 
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4 LETTER AL 
To William Voſpel, a Recluſe of Auſtria. 


H Diſpatch came to my Hands in a good 

Hour. I perus'd with Reverence the Pater- 
nal Inſtructions it contained; the grave and judi- 
cious Apothegms; the ſacred Rules and Inſtitutions 
of a regular and ſpiritual Life; the Morals more 
refin'd than thoſe of Pindar, Epictetus, Seneca, or 
Cato. But pardon me, if I reliſh not ſo well thy 
Panegyrick on ſome of the newly Canoniz'd Saints; 
from which you take Occaſion to extol the Pope's 
-Infallibility, and to exclude from Salvation, all that 
are not within the Pale of the Roman Church. 

I am a Chriſtian and a Catholick as well as you. I 
Honour the Apoſtles and Martyrs, with all the Pri- 
mitive Saints, Confeſſors and Holy Doctors of the 
Church. But I can never be perſwaded, that a Man 
for being a Murderer, Traytor, an Inyentor of cruel 
Devices, or a learned Sycophant, can merit Heaven, 
tho' he may be rank'd in the Red Lines of the Ca- 
lendar. Much leſs can I believe, that all Men ſhall 
be damn'd; who are not in Communion. with the 
Biſhop.of Rome. Oertainly the Catholick or Univer/qt 
Church, is not ſhut up within the narrow Confines 
of the ſhatter'd Roman Empire. Conſider Greece, 
Armenia, Egypt, Maſcovy, Athiopia, and all the ſpa- 
cious Territories of Europe, and the Eaſt. How 
many Millions daily ſay the Pater-Noſter, and pray 

in Jeſus's Name, yet never paid Obedience to an 

but their own Parriarchs and Biſhops? Were not all 
the Apoſtles equally in Commiſſion? Were not the 
Churches they fourtdedan ;eftaþliſh'd, equally Holy 
and Orthodox? Where then commenc'd the migh- 
ty Schhiſin, but in the moroſe Pride of Victor, who 
(for the fake of Paſchal Nicetiis) affronted all the 
TR T1. ys Charches 
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Churches in the World, and was for that Reaſon ſe- 


verely reproved by a French Biſhop of his. own Obe- 
dience ; beſides the Reprimands of Polycarp, and other 
Prelates of the Eaſt? Was not St. Jahn the Beloved, 
that reſted his Head, with Divine Honqur, on the 
Breaſt of Chriſt, as privy to the Laws of his Maſter, 
as Peter, Paul, or any other Abortive Apoſtle? Re- 
member the firſt General Council at Jeruſalem, where 
James the Brother of our Lord ſate Preſident, de- 
creeing Abſtinences exactly oppoſite to the preſent 


Roman Faith and Practice. And believe at the ſame 


time, that twas Imperial Vanity and Pride, which 
firſt begot the fatal Separation. : Hereſy was but the 


Baſtard of the Apoſtolick Canons, cheriſh'd, and too 
much countenanc'd by Conſtantine and His Succeſ- 
ſors, till the fatal Time of Phocas, whoſe untimely 


Death made all. Things ripe for the intended Uſur- 
pation, . Oh Guiccardine! How Fly haſt thou 
writ. the State of modern Rome! Worthy as Horace 
of, Eternal, Honour. Thy Faithful Proſe equals his 
Courtly, Verſe, and merits New Auguſtuss to Patro- 
mize It 4 L Bidet hits, 7 54 LO LY: 
Believe me, Father William, I have no Spite or 
Enmity againſt the Raman High Prieſt. I reverence 
him equally with his Brethren, the Patriarchs of 
Conſtantinople, Jeruſalem, Alexandria, .and Antioch. 
I would go beyond this, for. the ſake of Conformity 
to ancient Cuſtom, and in Obedience to the cele- 
brated Council of Nice: 1 would willingly acknow- 
ledge him the Primate. of the World. Let him 
have the firſt Place, in God's Name, among the Pa- 
triarchs of the Univerſal Church. But let him not 
ride on the Necks of his Equals. Let him not pre- 
tend a Power to cancel the Apoſtolick Canons; tra- 
verſe the Traditions of the Fathers; repeal the Decrees 
of General Councils; diſpenſe with the Laws of Na- 
ture, Grace, Reaſon, Morality, and the very Inſtitu- 
tions of his Predeceſſors, Men, without Queſtion, 
| | as 
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life up thy Head, and lay aſide Monaflick Simplici- 
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as Infallible as He. This is not the Way to make 
Proſelytes to the Roman Faith, unleſs it be of Fools 
and Knaves. The World has receiv'd new Lights, 
Father William; and Men begin to Hifs religious 


' Bantering off the Stage, Nay, even they who are 


moſt guilty of it, I mean the Roman Courtiers, Car- 
dinals and Prieſts cannot forbear laughing at the 
Folly, and credulous Eaſineſs of thoſe, on whom 
they impoſe their Pious Frauds, The bigotted Laity 
are by them efteemed no better than filly Aſſes, 
tamely couching under the Burthens of their Ferle- 
Eel Zr and Diitehs, es HS 2607, , 09207 
Therefore 'tis time for thee to open thy Eyes, 


ty: I do not counſel thee to turn Libertine, or imi- 
tate the Italian Gallantry, which has taught the 
Prieſts, inſtead of Sacred Continence, to ſquim a 
Benediction on ſome charming Lady from the Altar, 
in the Name of Dominus Fobifeurs, ot Surſum Corda , 
even whilſt they are preparing for Pivine Revels, 
to banquet on the 'Flefh and B69 5d of God... Oh 


Monſtrous Perfidity, and Execrable Profaneneſs 


Nor if thou art affronted and revengeffil, word 1 
adviſe thee to time the Execution of thy Wrath like 
the Sicilian Veſpers, and make the Bells become the 


Signals of thy Cruelty; which ought, and were 


deſign'd, and conſecrated on purpoſe to drill on 
Harmlefs Souls to Church, with their duft, fleepy, 


jangling Chimes; and with their more triuimphant, 


lofty Maſick, on the Fſtivals of the Sainte, to inake 
deyouter Chriſtinus dream they're going to Heaven, 
inſtead of a Maſſacre. I would not have thee hope to 
merit Paradiſe, by fending thither in Obedience to 
the Pope, or General of thy Order, the majeſtick 
Souls of Rings, or Emperort, in Vehicles of Sacred 
Poyfon, or Enyenom'd EuαhA¹ꝗ. Believe that thoſe 
Prelates, Prieſts, or Monks, whd are thus Divine! 
Frotane, and Mercifully* Ertel, ſtall become pry 
tred, 


- 


GG » 00 


2 '» Þ «£ 


E 
s 


- 


= wrt — x RS, 4 
— , 1 * e Fs * — 
5 wo —— "32" 4 MTA 2 8 N NES. 5 


Vol. VI. a Spy at PARIS. 211 
tred, Veſted, Cowled Monſters, in the fierceſt and 
moſt violent glowing Dens of Hell; there with the 


moſt exalted Arſenicks, Mercuries, and whatſoever 


gives the higheſt Pains, to languiſh, pine, and rack 


away Ten Thouſand, Thoufand, Thouſand Ages, 
in Penances of flow Effect; which expiate but very 


late, the crying Sins of guilty Murtherers, and bloody 


Hypocrites, | | 
Yet ſuch as theſe, ſince Modern Times, are the 
only Men thought worthy to be Canonix d for 
Saints; which made a certain Honeſt Cardinal cry 


- 


out in Preſence of the Pope, Theſe New Saints, force 


ine to doubt the Old Ones, | 

- Father William, the ſame Thought begins and 
ends my Letter. Yours was upon the Stretch, ex- 
tolling far too High the. Largeneſs of the Roman 
Church, the Infallible Power of Popes, the Miracles 
of theſe New Saints. And I, for my Part, am a 


Man abhorring Bigotry. I cannot believe Things 


contrary to my Reaſon, I-wiſh the Differences of 
Mankind in Point of Religion, were rationally com- 


pos'd; and that the Good of all Sects, Factions, 


Parties, Churches and Communions, were united in 


this Life, as they ſurely will be in the next. 


In the mean time, to the Father without Begin- 
ning; to the Sun without a Younger Brother; to the 
Holy Ghoſt, the Firſt and the Laſt; to the Virgin Mary, 
the Mother of the Entire Deity, I recommend thee 
and all good Chriſtians, hoping to ſee you in Heaven, 
tho? we cannot it ſeems think alike on Earth 


Paris, 1 ef the 12th Moon, 
the Year 1665. 
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into the right Way. Thou wilt Tind in theſe Vo- 


may ſo ſpeak) the very Pulſe of intellectual Wiſdom, 


bles and Divine Romances. 
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LETTER H 


75 Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew ar 
| Vienna. Iy 
1 to thy Deſire, I have procur'd and 
| ſent thee the Alcoran, with other Writings of 
our Holy Doctors; Books which will conduct thee 


lumes, a Spirit of Life and Power.. There breathes 
in them a certain Vital Principle of Reaſon. ſo that 
whoſoever reads them attentively, may feel (if I 


beating in every Sentence. | 
There is a vaſt Difference between theſe Writings, 
full of Arguments clear and intelligible; and the 
Whimſies of thy Rabbies, who abound in Sacred Fa- 
Who can peruſe your celebrated Miſna without 
Diſdain? Or look into your more applauded Tal- 
mud, and not feel bimſell touch'd with Horrour, at 
the Monſtrous Blaſphemies and Ridiculous Forge- 
ries therein contain d? Doſt thou not laugh at the 
Story of God's pickling up the Leviathan till the | 
Days of the Meſſiah; and that other of the Bull Y 
which daily devours the Fodder of a Thouſand FE 
Mountains? Or wilt thou ſhew me the Neſt of E 3 
that Bird from whence the Talmud ſays, an Egg fal- 
ling on the Earth, threw down Three Hundred tall 
Cedars with its Weight ; and at length breaking, 
over-flow'd Sixty Villages with the Liquid Subſtance 
included in the Shell? 
Such as theſe, muſt needs be fit Themes for the 
Contemplations of the 1 * And yet your 
Rabbi's teach, that God ſtudies nine Hours of the 
Day in the Talmud, Can any Man of common ny 
ear 


. 
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hear weer e and not tremble? What Af. 


fronts are theſe to Humane Senſe? What Impoſi.. 
tions on the Reaſon of the Credulous Jews? Does 
the moſt perfe& of-all Beings acquire Knowledge by 
Degrees, or is the Eternal Intellect improv'd by 
reading of Books? Or if it were ſo, would He not 


make a better Choice than of a Volume, which in 


the incredible Stories it relates, exceeds all the 

D . 3105 3 Is 
Tell me, Nathan, can't thou ſwallow that loud 

Lye of the Talmud, which tells thee, That there 


was a{Zyor,' who when he roar'd at the Diſtance of 


Four Hundred Miles from Rome, all the Women that 
were with Child in that City, being affrighted at the 
Noiſe, miſcarry'd, and the Walls of Rome fell down? 
And when he drew: nearer by a Hundred Miles, he 
ſet up his Throat again, which made ſo terrible a 
Sound, that all the Romans Teeth fell out of their 
Heads, and the Emperor himſelf felt ſuch Convul- 
ſions, as had well-nigh coſt him his Life. 
' Surely, the Crow which the Talmud ſpeaks of in 
another Place, was but a Puny to this monſtrous 
Lyon; and yet it ſeems, that Crow ſwallow'd a Ser- 


pent chat had eaten a Frog as big as a Village of 


Threeſcore Houſes, and when he had done, flew 
into the. next Tree. I ſuppoſe, that was the Tree 
which grew in Paradiſe, and was Five Hundred 
Miles high, according to the Talmud. Have I not 
Reaſon for this Raillery, when one of your Rabbi's 
ſolemnly ſwears, he was an Eye-witneſs of theſe 
Things? Who can forbear to ridicule the Bigotry 
of thoſe, who give up their Faith to ſuch Pelu- 

ſions? ir 5 
Thou wilt meet with more Rational Entertain- 
ment in the Books of the Muſſulman Dectors; more 
eſpecially in that Tranſcript thou haſt of the Vo- 
lame firſt dictated in Heaven, i: That confirms the 
true Law of Moſes, but damns the Impoſtures * 
: t e 0 
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rors to the Devil. 


Jew ; and he confirm'd that Title, by the Profeſ- 


 Generality of Mankind believe of him. Suffice it 


Hand and to the Left, and that after the ſame Man- 
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the Talmud, attributing the Invention of ſuch Er- 
But thou wilt ask me, perhaps, what I mean by 
the true Law of Moſes? Shall I tell thee the Opt- 
nion of one of thy own Nation, a Hebrew of the 
Hebrews, as he pretends; and for ought I know, of 
the ſame Tribe with thy ſelf: For 1 am a Stranger 
to the Genealogies of you bon. 
Some Years ago here was in this City, a Man who 
if We may believe him, has been in all the Cities 
of the-World. The French call him the Wandring 


fion. he made of his Birth, Deſcent, and univerſal 
Travels. No doubt but thou haſt heard of this Man, 
or at leaſt of ſuch a Character, and therefore I need 
Not repeat what he ſaid of himſelf, and what the 


to tell thee, that I was once in his Company halt a 
Day together; when, among other Diſcourſes, he 
told me, That the true Law of Moſes has been loſt 
for above thefe Two Thouſand Years, except in 
the North Parts of Aſia, where there are an infinite 
Number of Hebrews, but far different in their Reli- 
gion from all the Jews in the reſt of the World. He 
ſays, the Country where they inhabit,” is environ'd 
round with high and inacceſſible Mountains. I ask'd 
tim the exact Geographical Situation of this Coun- 
try? But receiv'd no other Anſwer, than that it lay 3 
beyond the River Sabbation. Then I remember'd Þ|* 
What 1 had read in Eſdras, a Scribe of thy Nation, Y 
concerning the Tranſmigration of the Ten Tribes, 
who were carried away Captives by the Aſſyrians: 
How they paſs'd through a certain River on dry 
Ground, the Waters being divided to the Right 


was 


ww 


ner they ſhould return _ in the latter Days; 
but that in the mean time the Region where they live, 
was hidden from all other Mortals. Fd | 
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_ Comparing this Paſſage with what I had. heard 
from the Wandring Jeu, I became almoſt perſuaded 
that the People and. Country of which he ſpake, 
were the very ſame mention'd by Eſdras. God on- 
ly can diſcern the Truth from Error in Hiſtories of ſo 
remote and ancient a Subject. | | | 
As to their Religion, I was juſt going to give 
thee an Account of what he ſaid concerning it; but 
am interrupted by Company. Wherefore 1 am 


forc'd to break off abruptly. Expect a full Rela- 


8 | . 
tion in my next, I am in haſte. : 


Paris, 4th of the 1ſt Moon, 
e the Year 1666. 


To the ſame.” 


ASHTON: 07 GENG e q FESTECE 
12 Interruption which made me ſo ſuddenly 
conclude my other Letter, laſted not long; 
fo that 1 have Time enough to perform my Pro- 
miſe by the ſame Poſe. | | 8 
I was about to relate what the Wandring Jew told 
me of the Religion of choſe remote Hebrews in Aþa, 
He ſays, they are a Nation of Philoſophers, bound 
by their Laus to Study the Liberal Arts and Sci- 
ences. . They have none but Iron - money current 
among them; the Uſe of Gold and Silver Coins 
being expreſly forbidden by their Laws, to prevent 
the Temptations of Avarice and Theft: For who 
would ſteal or covet a Metal, which, for its Bulk, 
was not eaſy to be hid, nor for its Beauty very 
deſirable, being every where common in the Veins 
of the Earth, and ſerv'd only as a Method of Bar- 
ter and Commerce among themſelves, where: the In- 
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ving their Bodies. 12 5 
They have Temples alſo wliere they aſſemble eve- 
Seventh Day; and having offer d upathe Firſt- 
ruits of the Earth, they ſit down in tlie Courts, 
and Banquet together with Joy, whilſt che Prieſts 
* £ enter- 


— 
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and Would not admit of a ready BRchange. 
This took from them the Occaſion of many un- 
neceſſary Arts at Home; and they had no Tenipta« 


equality) of | Merchandiſes "entangled their Traffick, 


tion to travel Abroad; the chief Deſign of their 


Lawgiver being to oblige them to ſpend moſt of 
their Time in Religious and Philoſophical Exerciſes, 
and the reſt in preparing Neceſlaries' for Humane 
Suſtenance. They had no Need to buy any Thin: 


0 


* 


who were bound to liye content With the natural 
Product of their own fertile Country: For Luxury 
has not as yet ſet Footing in that happy Region, if 


we oy believe this Traveller. He ſays, they feed 
er on the Fruits of the Earth; not admit- 


ting any Art or 1 which tends to Super- 
fluity; but only ſuch*ps ſerye the Been Uſes of 
Life, wherein they ſhew an admirable Dexterity and 


Skill. St. 381 0% 
When they travel from one Town to another, 


which is very frequent, they never carry e e 


to defray their Charges by the Way, or when th 


arrive at their Journeys End: All-Entertainment! of 
this Nature being free and reciprocal. Such is the 


Cuſtom of the Country 


They have no Lazbyers among them, but if any 
Contention ariſe, tis preſently determin'd by the 
Arbitration of the next Neighbour, to whoſe Sen- 
tence all ſubmit: Every Man being willing to lofe 
ſomething of his Right, rather than diſturb the 
Publiek Amity and PeaeeeqGM0. 

As to the Manner of their Worſhip, they are ſtrict 
Obſervers of Purity in waſhing, anointing, and ſha- 
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entertain them with excellent Muſick and Songs, 
in Praiſe of God and his Works. To this End the 
Courts of their Temples are made very large, that 
they may contain ſo many diſtin& Families; and 
ſtately Pavilions are' ſet up, adorn'd with the Boughs 
of green Trees, with all Manner of Flowers care- 
leſly intermixed. But amidſt all their Feaſting they 
are not permitted to taſte of Fleſh: They eat only 
the Fruits of the Earth, with Milk, Honey, and Oyl. 
And their common Drink is Water and Wine. 


At the Age of ſixteen Years, every Man is bound 


to take the following Oath : 


1 Swear that 1 will adore but One God, who brought 
our Fathers out of Egypt, and has conducted us by 
a myſterious Path to this Land of Promiſe. I will Re- 
ligiouſly ſerve him all my Life, for that he has vouch- 
ſafed to plant me in the Family of his Elect, and not 
either of the two Tribes who were left behind in the 
Land of Deluſions, I will do juſtly to all Men, nei- 
ther will I voluntarily hurt or kill any living Creature, 
unleſs it be in my own Defence. I will not taſte of the 
Fleſh of any Animal, but in all Things obſerve the Ab- 
ſtinence commanded by Allah zo Moſes on the Mount. 
1 will Religiouſly obey my Prince, to my laſt Breath, and 
rather be torn in Pieces by wild Beaſts than betray him, 
or conſent to betray him to another: For he is the Vice- 
Roy of God, I will never conceal my Knowledge of 
any Conſpiracy againſt him, or my Country, neither will 
I diſcover his Secrets to any, M it ſhould ever be my Ho- 
nour to know them, I will obſerve the Traditions of my 
Fathers, and teach the {ame and no other to my Poſte- 
rity. In fine, Iwill in all Things obey the Laws of this 
Sacred Kingdom, this Region of Peace, this Garden of 
Bliſs. All this I ſolemnly ſwear by the firſt Father of 
Light, and by Nothing, the profound Womb of Dark- 
ne ſs, and by Silence, the Companion of that Death which 
no Created Being can fathom, which is the ſame as if I 
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ſhould wiſh my ſelf annihilated, if 1 violate this Oath 
in the leaſt Point. 


Theſe are all the Terms of the Oath, that I can 
diſtinctly remember, which I here inſert, to ſhew 
thee what Opinion theſe People have of the Law 
which was given to Moſes on the Mount, and how 
they reje& the Two Tribes that were left in Paleſtine, 
and eſteem'd of that Country bur as the Land of De- 
luſions; e eee their own Country the Region of 
Promiſe, and themſelves the Elect of God. | 

One would think, that theſe were the Poſterity of 
the Ter Tribes that were carried away Captives by 
Salmanaſar King of Aſſyria. And this was alſo the 

Opinion of that Wanderer, who told me, that both 
their Pentateuch was different from yours, and the 
Language wherein it is written. For he ſaid, it 
was rather a Dialect of Arabick, in which Language 
thou knoweſt God wrote the Tex Commandments on 
the Two Tables: Among which, one is, Thou ſhalt 
not Kill, This Prohibition, they ſay, extends to all 
Living Creatures, tho' your Doctors interpret it as 
only reaching to Men, and ſo do the Chriſtians. But 
the Muſſulmans interpret it thus, Thou ſhalt neither 
kill Man or Beaſt without Reaſon. By which Clauſe, 
the Beaſts are priviledg'd from the wanton Cruel- 
ty of Men, who otherwiſe would murther them 
only to make Sport; yet wicked Men are not ex- 
empted from a violent Death, as a Puniſhment of 
their Crimes, IIS | 

This Traveller ſays alſo,” that the People of that 

Country are ſo healthy, that they generally live 
till they are a Hundred and Twenty Years old, 
which is almoſt twice the Age of other Mortals. 
This he aſcribes to their exquiſite Temperance 
and Moderation in all Things, as alſo to the Dry- 
neſs of the Soil, and to the Force of certain 
Winds, which continually ſweep the Air of this 
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delectable Region, and purge it of all hurtful Qua- 


lities. 


If ever it be thy Fortune to ſee this Perſon, he - 


will A e thee with a great many more delight- 


ful Paſſages, which it would be too tedious for me 


to inſert in a Letter: beſides, my Memory is trea- 
cherous, and I often forget thoſe Things at one time, 
which I remember at another: But if thou art 
ſollicitous to hear more, I will oblige thee with 
all that I can call to Mind of this Traveller, in an- 
other Letter. | : | 

In the mean time, make a right Uſe of theſe 
Hints, and weigh one Thing with another; examine 
all Things without Prejudice or Partiality. Truſt no 
Man's Reaſon but thy own in Matters of a diſputable 
Nature, ſince thou haſt as much Right to decide the 


Controverſie, as any Man. And thus thou wilt ne- 


ver become a Bankrupt in Religion. 


: Paris, 47) of the 1 ft Moon, 
the Tear 1666. | 


—— 


LETTER V. 


To Mohammed, Hadgi, Dervich, Eremite 
of Mount Uriel in Arabia the Happy. 


SI think, this is the laſt of my Hours in this 
A World, and the Firſt of a new Life, which 1 
ſhall commence in Immortality : I perceiye, That the 
fatal Period, the Moment of Tran{migration, ſet by De- 
tiny, is approaching. The Craſis of my Blood is diſ- 


ſolving apace; my Spirit haſtens to get looſe from 


theſe mortal Chains: I feel my Soul trying and ſtretch- 


ing her Wings, preparing to take her eternal Flight 


10 the Region aſſign'd her by God and Nature. 
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I have not Preſumption enough to hope for Pa- 
radiſe, nor am I ſo abandon'd to Deſpair, as to con- 
clude I ſhall go to Hell. I rather believe, Aaraf, 
or the Place of Priſons, will be my Portion; in re- 
gard I fear the Evils which J have been guilty of, 


are not oyer-balanc'd by my good Actions. Tis 


well if Vertue has counterpois'd Vice in the Courſe 
of this mortal Life. However, 1 am reſign'd, and 
commit my ſelf to the Indulgent Creator of all 
Things, who will not fail to diſpoſe of me accord- 
ding to the Order which he has eſtabliſh'd in the 
„„ 5 | 
Methinks, were I even in Hell, I cou'd not for- 
bear praiſing that Fountain of all Things. I wou'd 
teach the Devils and Damn'd a new Leſſon of Pa- 
tience and Contentedneſs, of Humility and Deyo- 
tion, of Generoſity and Love, amidſt their tremen- 
dous Torments, I wou'd ſurvey with an Indif- 
ference becoming a True Believer, the Horrid Abyſs, 
with all its dreadful Vaults and Apartments. I wou'd 
conſider the wonderful Architecture of thoſe In- 
fernal Priſons, the inexpugnable Strength of the 
Walls; their prodigious Thickneſs and unmoyeable 
Faſtneſs; I would contemplate every Thing with 
the Reaſon of a Philoſopher, and the Piety of a Muſ- 
ſulman, not giving my ſelf up to the Paſſions of a 
Fool, and an Infidel, | | 1 
All this I imagine were eaſy to perform in thoſe 
fatal Caverns, and much more, but God knows how 


the Experience of ſuch an intolerable Anguiſh and 


Reſtraint, might alter a Man's Mind. 
However, 1 find it Medicinal to think of the 
laſt and worſt Things, to be always prepar'd for 
Death, and whatſoever ſhall follow it? For, Sur- 
prizes are apt to unman us, and plunder us of our 
Reaſon, I was in the Heighth of a violent Fever, 
when I began this Letter; yet now tis abated, and 
I palpably feel the gentle Returns of Health =_ 
| | | Life. 
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Experiment. 
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Life. This is owing, in my Judgment, to the real 
Belief I bad, that my laſt Hour was come, which I 
have ſo long expected. And I cou'd almoſt perſuade 
my ſelf, That I ſhall diſperſe a Thouſand Maladie, 
recover out of the moſt dangerous Paroxyſms, and 
prolong my Days to old Age, by the mere Force of 
theſe Contemplations. 

My Faith in this Point is grounded on Experi- 
ence: For I have often found, That to be arm'd 
againſt Calamities with an even Mind, is either a 
ſure Way to avoid them, or at leaſt to protract 
the Seaſon of their Arrival, And if there were no- 
thing elſe in't, but the rendring 'em more eaſy when 
they come, twere worth any Man's Pains to try the 


1 


Doubtleſs, there is no Terror in Death, but what 
the vain Opinion of Men creates. Tis as pleaſant 
for a thinking Man to die as to live, if it be only 
for this Reaſon, that in his Paſſage from the Life 
He had led before, he ſhall not have bare naked 
Idea's for his Contemplation; but Matter of Fact, 
and the moſt Important, that eyer employ'd the 
. 8 | x 
O admirable Sylvay, conſider with thy ſelf, whe- 
ther it will not be highly-grateful to thy languiſhing 
Soul, when thou ſhalt perceive demonſtratively, by 
the infallible Euthymewa's of thy trembling Pulſe, 
that thou art juſt ready to be releas'd from the de- 
ceitful Sophiſtry of Humane Life! That thou art 
near eſcaping from a narrow Cage to be upon the 
Wing at large, to fly into the ample Fields of Beau- 
7 Light, and endleſs Happineſs: Reflect alſo at 
the ſame Time, O Holy Eremite, that 1 ſhou'd think 
it no Pain to be freed from my Confinement to a 
ſtinking Neſt of nfidels, | . 
But why ſhould I give them that reproachful Epi- 
thet, when for ought 1 know, I am a greater Infidel 
my ſelt? *Tis true, indeed, I am of the Lineage 
I 3 os 
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of Ibrahim, Iſhmael, and the Holy Race; I bear in 
my Body the Seals of a Divine League or Covenant 
between God and Man; I was circumcis d in due 
Time, and gave Supreme Glory to pF God, and 
Honour to Mahomet his Meſſenger. I pronounc'd 
the Seven Myſtrious Words, whole Sound excites the 
Harmony of the Spheres, ſets the Angels a dancing, 
puts all Nature into Motion, and makes the Devil 


as deaf as a Beetle. Nay, as our Holy Doctors teach, 


the very Breath with which that Sacred Confeſſion 
is utter'd, blows the Aſhes of Hell into the Eyes 


of the Damn'd, and ftrikes them blind. In a Word, 
I have faſted, prayed, given Alms, and perform'd 
all the external Duties of a True Believer; yet I have 
Reaſon to fear, that the beſt of my pious Actions 
are not ſufficient to cancel my Sins, My Practice 
runs counter to my Faith; there ſeems to be a 
double Spirit in me, one inclining me to Good, 
and the other forcing me to Evil. For, , whilſt L 
2 in my Heart believe the Alcoran and obey 
Mabomet, our Holy Law-giver, I am compell'd to de- 
ny both, to profeſs the Life and Manners of a Na- 


Zarene, to counterfeit an Infidel, and do a Thouſand 


other ill Things, to pleaſe the Grand Signior and 
his- Slaves, Thus I play faſt and looſe with God 
Almighty, and turn Religion into Croſs Purpoſes. Yet 
Heaven knows, that I obteſt all the Elements to 
witneſs, that I would fain be Innocent, and live in 
unblemiſh'd Vertue : But the fatal Neceſſities I lie 
under, conſtrain me to a perpetual Courſe?of Vice. 
Which makes me ſometimes cry out in the Agonies 
of my Soul, O God! I pray thee, either to alter my 
Circumſtances, and reform my Nature, or make new 
Laws more eaſy to be kept. | | 
Venerable and Patient Solitary, bear with my im- 

portunate Complaints; and remember, that tho' 
thou art as an Angel for thy Perfections, yet Mah- 
mut is but a Man, ſubject to a Thouſand Frailties. 

N Pity 
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Pity him, and continue to afford him thy Sage Coun- 
ſel; reſt alſo aſſur'd, that among all his Infirmities, 
he ſtill retains inviolable Affections, and dutiful Re- 
gard for the Tenant of God's Prophet. 


Ce 
1 
15 
N 

7 
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Paris, 22d of the 24 Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. . 


LETTER vl. 


To the Kaimacham. 


Hou may'ſt report it to the Divan for a Cer. 
T tainty, That Mirammud the Son of the Xeriph 
at Salle, is taken Priſoner by the French. That bold 
Youth has long rov'd the Seas uncontroul'd ; has 
done many Injuries to the Chriſtians, fill'd Salle 
with Slaves: Now he himſelf is become a Captive. 
Such is the Fortune of War by Sea and =P ; to 
Day Triumphant and Victorious, - to Morrow Van- 
quiſh'd and in Chains. 
et he loſt not his Honour with his Liberty, ha- 
ving bravely defended his Veſſel, and ſtrew'd the 
Decks with ſlaughter'd French; till over- powered 
with Numbers, he was compell'd to yield. His 
Enemies extol his Courage; and the Greatneſs of his 
Mind, which would not ſink under the Preſſure of 
this Misfortune. He ſeem'd to have the Command 
of himſelf, (which is the moſt Glorious Victory) 
and ſuffer'd not his Free-born Soul to be led Cap- 
tive by his Paſſions; but behay'd himſelf with ſuch 
an even Temper, as plac'd him aboye the Pity of 
his Enemies, and rather made him the Subject of 
their Emulation, He is brought to the Court, 
where he is entertain'd as a Gueſt, rather than as a 
L. 4 - Priſo- 
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Priſoner + Being invited to their Banquets, Masks, 
Plays, and other Divertiſements. Neither is he 
debar'd the Privilege of Hunting, which might 
Ap him the faireſt Opportunity to eſcape, But 
e is ignorant of the Language of this Country; 

and few of the French.underſtand Moreſco : So that 
it is almoſt impoſſible for him to make any Party, 
or conſult his Flight, unleſs the King's Interpreter 
ſhould aſſiſt him, Beſides, the French have a higher 
Opinion of his Generoſity, than to apprehend ſuch 
an ingrateful Return of the Royal Uſage he finds in 
this Court, - | 

As for Mahmut, he has not as yet made himſelf 
known to this brave Captive. But if the Miniſters 
of the Divan ſhall think it the Intereſt or Honour 
of the Sublime Porte to engage in this Affair, I 
want but a Commiſſion to ſet Mirammud ſafe aſhore 
in Africk, we + 5 

Iwill not hazard any thing in an Affair of this 
Importance, without an Order from my Superior,. 
When their Pleaſure is once known, the Execution 
ſhall be ſwift. I wait for thy Commands, as for a 
Decree of Deſtiny, which cannot be repealed. 


The God of our Fathers, who multiplied the Seed 


of Iſhmael as the Graſs of the Field, and gave them 
the Sovereignty over many Nations, grant that the 
Sublime Porte, which is the Nurſery of the Faithful, 
may always take ſuch Meaſures as ſhall advance the 
Intereſt of the Muſſulman Empire. 


Paris, 14th of the 34 Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 
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7 nocollee Be KT: Bee Wk 
Jo Hamel Muladdin, Xeriph of Salle. 


Ti Son is ng onger a Captive, but a Conque- 


ror : His firff Appearance before the Ladies of 
this Court was an Equiyalent to his Ranſom, He is 
like to do thee greater Service by his Chains, than 
when he rang'd the Seas, His Beauty may do more 
Miſchief in France, than all thy Ships of War; 
ſince it has already created ſuch Rivalſhips and Fa- 
ctions among the Fair Sex, as engages the French 
Gallants on many unhappy Re-encounters; and in a 
little Time it will be difficult for the intereſted 
Sparks, to meet and part with unſheath'd Swords. 
Libels and Panegyricks divide the Studies of* the 
Wit; while one flatters, another lampoons the 
Amorous Females; and Mirammud, the Illuſtrious 
Slave, is all the Talk. In a Word, he finds Royal 
Uſage, having the Liberty of the Court; and all are 
pleas'd with his graceful Deportment, and undiſ- 
guis'd Conyerſation. Every one affects his Com- 
pany, and he has the Fate of Princes, Never to be 
alone, His Skill in Riding, and throwing the Eance, 
has enflam'd the noble Youth with martial Emulati- 


ons. They eſteem Mirammud the moſt accompliſh'd 


Perfon of this Age. 

Can't thou now repine at thy Son's glorious 
Thraldom ? A Captivity that loads him with ſo 
many Honours? That lays his Conquerors at his 
Feet? And ſubdues all Hearts to his matchleſs Per- 
fections? His. Followers find Friendſhip among 
the Iufidels for his Sake: Twere to be wiſh'd, that 
equal Humanity were ſhew'd to the Chriſtian Slaves 
in Barbary, 1 tell thee, thy Son is ſo admir'd and 
loy'd, that all thy Treaſure cannot redeem him. The 

e French 


2 
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French are generous, and ſcorn fo ſell the Brave for 
Gold. They will ſooner give thee thy Son again, 
expecting from his Gratitude a Recompence ſur- 
paſſing the Value of Money; that is, an inviolable 
obſerving the Conditions of Peace, which they ſay, 
thou haſt ſo often broke. Thy Embaſſadors are ex- 
pected here, to conſummate a laſting Friendſhip. 
When that is done, thou wilt quickly ſee thy Son 
return, attended by a numerous Train of French, 
who have vow'd to follow his Fortune through the 
World ſo long as he draws not his Cymetar againſt 
their King. . e 
I have diſpatch'd an Account of this Adventure 
to the Kaimacham, that ſo the ſublime Porte, which 
gives the Law to all the Kings on Earth, may inte- 
reſt it ſelf on thy Behalf. The French ſeem to have 
a profound Attach to the Ottoman Empire: Whether 
it proceeds not more from Fear, and the Princi- 
ples of Policy, than from any real Love to the 
Auſſulmans, I will not determine. They ſpeak re- 
verently of the Grand Signior, covet his Friendſhip, 
and applaud the victorious Enterprizes of the True 
Believers, Indeed they are naturally a martial Peo- 
ple, and honour all Men of brave Spirits and darin 
Reſolutions. They have this particular Reaſon alſo 
to bear Friendſhip to the Invincible Oſmans, becauſg 
we are almoſt continually in Wars with the Houſe 
of Auſtria, the old Enemy of France. The Germans 
are wont to ſay, That Ks Dragon's Head and Tail 
are in Conjunction, when the Turks and the French 
invade the Empire at the ſame Time. Theſe are 
numbred amongſt the Conſtellations by Aſtrologers, to 
which the Germans allude in this Proverb; being 
ever jealous of ſome private Treaty between the 
Sultan and the French Court. ME] 
God, who is the Wiſeſt of the Wiſeſt, inſtruct 
thee to adjuſt thy Differences happily with this * 
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ble Nation, that ſo thou may'ſt ſee thy Son again 
in Peace at Salle, | | | 


Paris, 14th of the 3d Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


— r 


— 


LETTER VIII. 


To Peſteli Hali, bis Brother, Maſter of the 


Cuſtoms at Conſtantinople. 


Pon my Word, thy Letter came in a critical 
VU Hour, to prevent, for ought 1 know, more 
Miſchief than could have been repair'd again all the 
Days of my Life. I have but juſt taken my Eyes off 
from it, and ſet Pen to Paper, to expreſs my Thanks 
to thee for the Care thou tak'ſt of thy exil'd Brother 
for the Poſt goes this Night, and I have appointed to 
meet Eliachim the Jew with ſome Armenians within 
theſe few Minutes. It had been an unfortunate 
Meeting for me, had not thy Diſpatch come ſo op- 
portunely to give me Warning of our Couſin Soly- 
man's Perfidy: For theſe Furr d Caps are his Spies 
and Confidents. The back Blows of Tagot, Negidbher, 
and the Great Devil be upon him and them. What 
have I done to that ungrateful Villain, to merit ſuch 
ill Offices from him ? But upon thee be the Mercies 
of God, the Favours of his Prophet, and the Benedi- 
ctions of all good Men and Angels: For thou art to 

1 the Watchers above, more than a Bro- 
ther: Thou art the Tutelar Genius of my Life, my 
good Demon in Time of Danger. 5 

We had deſign'd this Evening for a private Bin- 
quet of Wine, which, thou know'ſt, dilates the 
Hearts of Mortals, unlocks Secrets, and makes the 


L 6 | molt - 
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moſt reſerv'd Man in the World too talkative and 
Open. | Ip : 

I keep as great Guard upon my Tongue, per- 
hapsas another; but God knows how far I might 
have been tempted by ſuch good Company, to let 
it looſe for the Sake of Diſcourſe : For theſe Fel- 
Jows are ſoft as the Air in their Addreſs and Con- 
verſation; they appear as innocent as Santones; 
ſincere as Hadgi's; Loyal and Courtly as the Pages 
of the SeraiP, They would wheedle Ninety Nine of 

Argus's Eyes out of his Head ſucceſſively, before 
he miſs'd One. | 
They came firſt to Paris, as Merchants; and no 
doubt, but Solyman had given em Inſtructions how 
to inſi nuate into Eliachim's Acquaintance, and ſo b 
Degrees into mine. For that honeſt Few trades 
with People of all Nations and Characters. 
However it be, I remember the very Words which 
thou inſertedſt in thy Letter, were ſpoken by me 
in Company with theſe Infidels. But I ſhall find a 
Way to be even with them, and Solyman too, before 
they'll dream of it. | | | 
In the mean time, I pray heartily, that if ever it 
mall be thy Misfortune to be in the like Peril, de- 

ſtiny or Chance, Providence or Fate, may raiſe ſome 
Friend to give thee a Caution, and that thou may'ſt 
not, with the unhappy Cæſar, neglect to read it in 
time. n 

I'm now going to encounter theſe Giafers ; per- 
haps I ſhall catch em in their own Snares. If not, 
Vitfooure they ſhall not catch me. 

Dear Peſteli, may thy Soul repoſe under the Pro- 
tection of God. | | 


Paris, 1 ſt of the 5th Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


LET- 
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LETTER IX. 
To Dgnet Oglou. 


o whom ſhould 1 complain in my Adyverſity, 
9 but to my Friend? 1 have been more em- 
baraſs'd within theſe two Moons, than through all 
the former Courſe of my Lite. Troubles of divers 
Kinds throng in upon me. I ſeem like a Butt or 
Mark whereat every Species of Mzisfortune, like a 
skilful Archer, dire&s the fatal Arrows of its Ma- 
lice. I am near overwhelm'd with Calamities. Hea- 
ven and Earth are ſet againſt me, and all the Ele- 
ments conſpire my Ruin. Yet no Perſecution ap- 
S — pears ſo terrible as that of Men, nor any Affliction 
lo poignant as that which proceeds from the Ingrati- 
tude and Perfidy of my own Country-men, Perſons 
related to me by Blood, | 

Age and much Sickneſs have confin'd me to my 
Bed for a conſiderable Time, which is no ſmall Al- 
loy to Humane Happineſs. But to render me per- 
it fectly Miſerable, the Miniſters of the Porte are 
. angry with me for being Old and Infirm, and for 
e not continuing to ſerve the Grand Signior with the 
ſt 15 ſame Vigour and Strength as formerly: Elſe what 
in . mean the frequent Reproaches they ſend me, whilſt 
I am not in a Condition to anſwer them, or make 


r- E an Apology for my ſelf? Would they have me Im- 
t, mortal, and Proof againft the Strokes of Deſtiny 
= and Death, which thou know'ſt Ar unayoidable ? 


o- T When J was in my Prime, healthy and ſtrong as an 
| K Eagle, they encourag'd me with the faireſt Pro- 
miſes in the World, telling me Kſhould never want 

for Money, or the Protection of the Grand Signior. 
Yet even then I receiv'd not my Penſion without 

Murmurs and obſcure Menaces. So hard a Thin 
—_ is it for Courtiers to be touch'd with any Man's 
- = I Iv Neceſſi. 
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Neceſſities. But now they threaten plainly to ſtop. 
all farther Supplies, unleſs 1 will "ou Young. 
again, and do Buſineſs as briskly as when I'd num- 
bered but Thirty Summers, Thus they ſerve poor 
Mahmut, as we uſe Oranges and Lemons, - whoſe 
vital Spirit when we have ſuck'd out, we throw the 
reſt away as unprofitable. Yet not one of them will 
contribute in the leaſt to my Recovery. Only the 
generous Cara Hali, our beloved Friend, hearing 
of my Malady, ſent me a. ſtrange Chymical Liquor, 
with the A. Confection El Raxi, ſome Bezoar, 
and the moſt precious Balm of Gilead: All prepar'd 
to my Hand, with Directions, and ſeal'd with an 
authentick Signet. : | 
Theſe indeed had a mavellous Operation on me. 
1 tried them but Yeſterday, and find my ſelf ſud- 
denly reſtor'd to ſome Degrees of Health, as by a 
Miracle. Whether it be the vaſt Eſteem I have for 
that Excellent Phyſician, with the Confidence I re- 
poſe in his Skill. and Judgment, has had ſome In- 
fluence on me, or what elſe I know not; (yet we 
ule to obſerve, that the Patient's good Opinion of 
his Phyſicians is half a Cure:) However, theſe ſo- 
vereign Medicines have inſpir'd me with a new 
Energy: And had I not other Afflictions to break 
my Heart, I cou'd almoſt promiſe my ſelf to reach 
the Age of Neſtor.” But my Unfortunate Stars will 
have it otherwiſe, and I am reſign'd to Deſtiny. 
Thou know'ſt my Couſin Solyman, the Turbant- 
Maker, and art no Stranger to his Humours and 
Fortune: What an unſettl'd. Man he has been in 
the whole Courſe of his Life: That no Employ- 
ment cou'd ever pleaſe him, nor he be long fix'd 
in any Place. How he has rambled from Conſtan- 
tinople to Scutari, from thence to Chalcedon, &c, 
always murmuring againft Heaven, and complain- 
ing of his hard Fate, in that, he was not bred a 
Courtier, a Student, a Soldier, or any Thing 44 
| What 
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what he really is. Thou art acquainted alſo mh 


| ſome of his Religious Caprices, how he is addict. 


ed to doing the Book, making the Tripple Knor, 
and to a Thouſand other fooliſh Superſtitions; by 
which, whilſt he aſpires at the Character of a Sage, 
or a Cunning Man, he-renders himſelf more con- 
temptible than an Idiot; forfeiting the Eſteem of 
all wiſe and good Men, . for the Sake of a little 
Fame and noiſy Character among the empty, giddy 
Multitude. - BE | | 

But after all, I believe thou art wholly a Stranger 
to his ſecret Malice, and the Rancour with which 
he perſecuted me, his poor exil'd Uncle. I m 
ſelf was deceiv'd by the ſubtle Apology he made 


ſome Years ago, for the Slanders his Tongue had 
utter'd; when he transferr'd all the Guilt of that In- 


jury on Shaſhim, Iſtham, the Black Eunuch, and 


Ichingi Cap Oglani, Maſter. of the Pages. But now 


I'm convinc'd he is a Traytor, a Villain, and a Fel- 
low void of Faith or Honeſty. 


I receiv'd a Letter from him within theſe ſeven 
Days, full of tender and inſinuating Expreſſions, 


thanking me for all the good Offices I had done 


him, and for my ſeaſonable Counſel in ſeyeral Caſes: 
Profeſling alſo at the ſame Time an inviolable 
Friendſhip, and that he would make it his Study 
to do me {ome effectual Service. Yet the next 
Poſt brought me a Diſpatch from my Brother Pe- 
ſteli Hali, wherein he bids me beware of Solymar ; 
aſſuring me, that he had good Reaſon to fuſped 
thar Couſin of mine had ſome ill Deſign upon 
me. This is certain, ſays my Brother, Solyman 
boaſts to his Familiars, not without ſome Inſult, 


that there is not a Word or Action eſcapes his 
Uncle Mahmut at Paris, but he is ſoon inform'd of 
it at Conſtantinople. And that which confirms me 


in the ſame Jealouſy that Peſteli is, That he inſerts 
in his Letter to me, ſome Paſſages and 8 
| ee ade 
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Verbatim, Which I muſt needs own to haye been be- 
tween me and Eliachim the Jeu, with two or three 
Armenian Merchants, in our moſt private Meetings 

at Eliachim's Houſe or my Chamber. Theſe he 
learnt from ſome of Solyman's moſt intimate Com- 
panions. | 

What can I make of all this, but that theſe 4-- 
menians are of Solyman's Council, his Privads's, his 
Chronee's, &c, whom, having Buſineſs of their own 
at Paris, that perfidious Wretch has engaged to pry 
into my Secrets, to give him a conſtant Account of 
what Diſcoveries they make, and if poſlible to tre. 
pan me into ſome irrecoverable Error in my Con- 

duct, that ſo he may finally ruin me. 

O Mahomet! What is become of the Reverence 
due to thy Sacred Name, to thy Law, and to the 
Book penn'd in Heaven? Where is the Muſſulman 
Faith and Integrity > The Religious Faſtneſs of 
Friendſhip, with which our Fathers prop'd up one 
another in the Service of God and the Empire of True 
Believers? But there is no need of exclaiming againſt 
Faith and Piety on this Account : Humane Nature it 
ſelf is reſponſible for the Baſeneſs and Ingratitude of 
my Kinſman. He no longer deſerves the Character 
of a Man, I adviſe thee to ſhun his Company as a 
Peſt, a walking Contagion among Mortalss. 

In a Word, dear Dgnet, let not thou and I ſuffer 
our ſelves to be carried away by a vain Pity or Ten- 
derneſs for any Man, tho' he be the Son of a Mo- 
ther's Siſter; ſince there is no Truſt in Fleſh and 
Blood: But let us learn the Maxims of French Wiſ- 
dom, which teach Men to lay the Foundation of their 
on Happineſs, in ſmiling at the Misfortunes of 
others, | Us 4 


INS 


Paris, 14th of the 6th Moon, 
the Year 1666, | 
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LET TBN 
To Hamet, Reis Effendi, Principal Secretary 
of the Ottoman Empire. 


TIEſlides the general Characters of Countries and 
the People inhabiting there, it is neceſſary for 


thee to be informed of particular Emergencies, and 


ſuch Events, as deſerve a Place in the Eternal Re- 
cords of the Ottoman Monarchy, the Fifth and Laſt in 
the World. That ſo the Miniſters of the Auguſt 
Divan, the deſtin'd Arbitrators of the Univerſe; 
Judges of all Humane Affairs, and Counſellors of the 
Great Sultan, may in the facred Code, as in a Mir- 
ror, behold whatever happens in the diſtant Climate: 
worthy of Remark. _ „ 
After the Salutations, therefore, proceeding from 
profound Humility, entire Reſpect, and perfect 
Friendſhip, know that a devouring Peſtilence has 
lately made a fatal Decimation in the Engliſh Terri- 
tories, eſpecially in London, the Capital City of that 
Iſland ; where above a Hundred thouſand Souls, 
{truck with Invincible Darts from God, went off 


the Stage of Hamane Life, in leſs than Six Moons 


Revolution, 


The dire Contagion by Degrees ſpread farther 
through the adjacent Provinces, and reach'd the 


moſt remote and ſolitary Corners of the Land: 


Death ſet his Standard up, proclaiming open War 
againft the Inhabitants; with flying Troops of 
Mortal Plagues, he ravag'd over the Iſle, filling all 
Parts with doleful Cries and Lamentations : . The 
Cemeteries were not large enough to hold the Car- 
caſſes of ſuch as fell before the dreadful Conqueror e 
But open Fields were turn'd to Sepulchres, and 

cramm'd 
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cramm'd with Spoils of Humane Race: An univer. 
fal Deſolation reign'd : Death celebrated cruel Tri- 
umphs every where. | : 

Such as pretend to Aſtrology and hidden Sciences, 
will have this to be an Effect of the late Comet 
-which appear'd at the End of the Year 1664. whilſt 
others attribute it to nearer Natural Cauſes; and 
ſome conclude it is a Judgment ſent from Heaven 
on that Rebellious People, who a few Years before 
had inyolv'd the Nation in a Civil War, and barba- 


rouſly maſſacred the King. God only knows the 


Truth that is conceal'd from Man. | 
Thou may'ſt rgennt alſo, That the Qzeen-Mother 
of France is newly. dead, and the Crook-back'd 
Prince of Conti. On which Account, this Court is 
now in Mourning, and the Churches hung with 
Black, whilſt melancholy Bells perpetually invite 
the Living to pray for the deceaſed Royal Souls; 
and any Organ-Pipes breathe out inceſſant 
doleful Aſpirations, ſounding like inarticulate 
Prayers, and funeral Sighs for the Departed. In. 
this the Nazarenes approach near to the Faith of 
True Believers. They give Alms alſo, as we do, 
and ſettle Stipends on certain Prieſts and Derviches, 
to mumble over daily Maſſes for the Dead ; which, 
is an evident Sign, that they have Hopes of Im- 
mortality, and look for the Reſurrection. Doubt- 
leſs, there's ſomething Good at the Buttom of all 
Religions, tho' it be oyer-laid with Errors and Cor- 
ruptions. 55 15 
- God direct us through the Meanders, which Hu- 
mane Frailty involves us in; and grant every Muſ- 
ſulman a particular Chart and Compaſs, whereby to 
ſteer his Courſe through the uncertain Tracts of 
mortal Life; that he may at laſt arrive in Paradiſe. 
= we ſhall never find the Way thither by General 
les. PPE 
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Illuſtrious Hamer, I pray that thou and I may at 
a deſtin'd Hour encounter one another in the 
Walks of Eden, there to conyerſe under immortal 
Shades near to ſome warbling Stream of matchleſs 


Wine or Water; to revolve our paſt Fatigues on 


L 


Earth, and to careſs our ſelves in the Security of 
endleſs Bliſs. 33 


Paris, 15th of the 7th Moon, 
of the Tear 1666. 


LETTER 


* Nathan Ben Saddi, a Jew a 
„ 


Hou and thy feigned Meſſias be damn'd toge< 
T ther for Company ?. Muſt I be baulk'd. of my 


Money for the Sake of your new Superſtition? How 


many Meſſias's have ye had, Twenty Five at leaſt, 
beſides the Son of Mary, who.is acknowledg'd and 


bleſs'd for ever? Muſt all the World be bubbled to 
Eternity by the Fables of your Nation? Curſe upon 


your Rabbies and Cochams, thoſe Pimps to the more 
religious Debaucheries of Mortals. Nathan, I took 
thee for another Manner of Man. However, if thou 


art a ſworn Servant to Sabbati Sevi the new Sham- 


King of the Jews, I have nothing to ſay to it: Do 
as thou wilt. But, I dare be a Prophet ſo far as to 
tell thee, thou wilt be curſedly left in the Lurch, 
with the reſt of the Fools,” thy bigotted Brethren, 
Let what will be, it behoves thee as an honeſt Man 
to tranſmit. the Bills that are entruſted to thee. 
Whether Sabbati Sevi, Ben Joſeph, or Ben David be 
the Name of your expected Meſſias, I would not 


have 
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have Ben Saddi degenerate. Continue thou Faith- 
ful, and the Few others that are entruſted with the 
Sublime Affairs: and let all the reſt of the Common 
Fews go to Gehenna, or to the Vale of Tophet, which 
you pleaſe. But I wou'd fain have thee in the Num- 
er of the Righteous, who ſhall poſſeſs Paradiſe. 
Some of thy Letters have encourag'd me to hope 
for this, but thy laſt makes me almoſt deſpair of 
ſeeing thee happy either in This World or the Next : 
For, thou writeſt like one in a Frenzy, raving on 
Chimera's of ſtrange Honour, Glory, and Power, 
Kory enjoy In the Kingdom of 
thy fantaſtick Meſſias; thou art already a Prince 
in thy own Conceit. ; 

For God's ſake, Nathan, wean thy ſelf from theſe 
religious Fondneſſes: Awaken thy Reaſon, which 
is the diſtinguiſhing Character of a Man. Examine 
the Grounds of this new Deluſion; ſearch into the 
Birth and Origin of Sabbati Sevi, and thou wilt find 
him to deſcend of an obſcure and baſe Parentage; 
his Father being but: a Kind of mungrel Jew, and 
by Profeſſion an Uſurer, which is forbid by the 


Written Law of Moſes, and in the Great Altoraz it 


is accounted Execrable: His Mother a Woman. of 
the Curds, ſuſpeted for a Witch, in regard moſt 
of that Infidel Nation practiſe Magick Arts, and 
Diabolical Charms. And 'tis not altogether impro- 


bable, that your, counterfeit Meſias was educated 


pony by her in the ſame Studies, whence he 
earn'd the Methods of Enchantments and Illuſions, 
to deceive the Senſes, and impoſe on the Reaſon of 
Mankind. | | 

I can tell thee of a Truth, that there are more 
Eyes on him and his Actions, than he is aware of; 


and I my ſelf at this Diſtance have receiv'd a par- 


ticular Relation of his Life, from ſuch as knew him 
a Youth at Smyrna, the Place of his Nativity. He 
is accus'd of many Vices and Extrayagances Og 

| is 
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his early Years. His Converſation was wild and diſ- 
ſolute, being a noted Inamorato or Stallion over all 


that City, For which, and ſome other Crimes, he 


was expell'd the Synagogue, and baniſh'd from Smyr- 


na, by the mutual Conſent of the MHuſſulman Cadi, 


and your own Rulers. He was alſo excommunicated 
by the Rabbi's as a Heretick, for broaching certain 
Doctrines repugnant to your Law, and the general 
Faith of the Jews. All which cannot but be prevail- 
ing Recommendations of him to the Office of Meſ- 
ſias or King of Iſrael, _ 1 

From thence he rambled up and down the Morea 
and other Provinces of Greece, leaving a Memorial 
of Infamy, wherever he ſet his Foot; continually 
marrying and divorcing of Wives, debauching of 
Virgins, and frequenting the Company of Harlots, 
till thofe Countries grew weary of him, and threat- 
ned to chaſtiſe his Wickedneſs. Then he paſs'd 
over into Syria and Paleſtine, beginning to ſet up 
for a Reformer of your Law, and at Jeruſalem open- 
ly profeſſing himſelf to be a Meſſias; whereby he 
drew a Rabble of Lunaticks and frantick People after 
him. But as for the Seniors and Governors, they 


have rejected him as an Impoſtor. 


Conſider, Nathan, the Fate that befel Ben Cochab, 
as he call'd himſelf, that is, the Son of a Star, who 
pretended to be the Meſſias in the Days of Adrian, 


Emperor of the Romans; reflect on the Calamities 
which over-whelm'd him and his Followers, to the 


Number of Four Hundred Thouſand Jeus; who 
all fell with their Falſe Prophet, Sacrifices to the juſt 
Revenge and Fury of that incens'd Monarch: For 
they had impudently boaſted, that by ſuch a prefix'd. 
Time, he Thould be taken Captive and depos'd 
from his Throne by the Meſſias, who ſhould aſſume 
the Imperial . and all the World ſhould 
obey him. But when thoſe who ſurviv'd the 


Slaughter of their Brethren, reflected on the Au- 
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thor, of ſo tragical a Cataſtrophe, i his 
Name in Contempt and Hatred, calling him no 
longer Ben Cochab, the Son of a Star, but Bar Cuxiba, 
the Son of a Lye, a Falſe Prophet, and Seducer of 
the Brethren, | | ng 
Thou haſt all the Reaſon in the World, to have no 
better Opinion of Sabbati Sevi, ſince he is rejected 
by the wiſer Sort of Jews, and has not perform'd 
one Miracle in Confirmation of his pretended Me/- 
ſiasſhip. Neither has any uncommon or preternatu- 
ral Appearance happen'd before or ſince he aſſum'd 
this Dignity, Whereas all your Rabbies teach, that 
no leſs than Ten Eminent and Remarkable Prodi- 
gies ſhall precede the Coming of your Meſſias. And 
remember thou thy ſelf apout Ten Years ago 
ſenteſt me a Letter much to the ſame Effect, telling 
me, that certain monſtrous Sorts of Men ſhould 
come from the Ends of the Earth, whoſe Eyes ſhall 
be as venomous as Baſilisks, with a great many other 
Stories of like Nature. 4 5 
Haſt thou forgot this, Nathan, or art thou ſo far 
infatuated with the bold Impoſtures of this impu- 
dent Deceiver, as for his Sake, to deny thy former 
Faith, reverſe thy own Sentiments, and diſannul 
the Traditions of thy Doctors? For Shame rouze 
up thy intellectual Faculties, and ſuffer not thy 
Reaſon to be lull'd aſleep by the preſtigious Um- 
brages and Charms of a lewd Vagrant, a Wizard, a 
Cheat. | 
Have but Patience, at leaſt, till thou ſee thoſe 
Signs accompliſh'd which are to uſher in your Me/- 
ſias, before thou give up thy ſelf to ſo dangerous a 
Credulity. Let the Sun firſt emit thoſe peſtilential 
Vapours, which ſhall kill a Million of the Koprim, 
or Iuſidels, every Day, as your Traditions threaten, 
Let that Luminary be alſo totally eclips'd fer the 
Space of Thirty Days. In a Word, let all the 


other Prodigies come to paſs, which thou * 
1 
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didft once ſo paſſionately believe: And then 1 pro- 
miſe thee, on the Word of a Muſſulman, that I will 
be thy Proſelyte, and embrace thy Law, and adore 
thy Meſfias ; on Condition, that otherwiſe thou 
wilt be my Convert, believe the Alcoran, and obey 
the Meſſenger of God, the Laſt and Seal of the 
Prophets. | 


Paris, '11th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1666. 


LETTER XIL 
To the Kaimacham. 


I Am afraid the Divan will be oblig'd to fend an- 
1 other Agent to Vienna, to ſupply the Place of 
Nathan Ben Saddi, who is running mad after the new 
Meſſias of the Jews, There is no doubt but thou and 
the other Happy Miniſters, reſiding at the auguſt Porte, 
have heard of a certain Impoſtor at Smyrna, Name 
Sabbati Sevi, of Hebrew Race, who calls himſelf the 
Only begotten Son of God, Meſſias and Redeemer of 
1/rael ; and what Multitudes of doting credulous Jews 
he draws after him. So that there 1s a Schiſm broke 
out between them, and they are divided into Two 
contrary Factions, both in Smyrna, and all over the 
Levant, It is impoſſible that theſe Things ſhould be 
concealed from the Reſplendent Seat of Fame, ſince 
they have reach'd even our Ears who dwell at this 
© Diftance: Nay, there is hardly a Province or City in 
all the Weff, which has not receiv'd Intelligence of 
Y ſo remarkable a Novelty, | 
I have receiv'd a Diſpatch from Zeidi Alamanxi at 
Venice, wherein he informs me, that all the Jews of 
Traly are preparing to viſit the Holy Land, and to = 
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the Face of their long expected Meſſias, who they 
now believe is really come on Earth, and is that 


Sabbati Sevi, at Smyrna. They are ſettling their 


Affairs as faſt as they can, acquitting themſelves 
from all worldly Engagements ; and thoſe who are 


. devout, give themſelves up to Prayer and Mortifi- 


cations; Whilſt others ſpend their Time in Feaſting, 
Dancing, and all Manner of Mirth, He fays, ſome 


of them will ſit or ſtand up to the Noſe in Water, 


for Four and Twenty Hours together. And this 
they do in Imitation of Adam's Penance, according 
to their Tradition: For they are taught, that the 
Firſt Father of Mortals after he was baniſh'd from 
Paradiſe, as a Puniſhment for his Sin, ftood a-Hun- 
dred and Thirty Years together in Water thus reach- 


ing to his Noſtrils. 


* 


Others ot theſe ſuperſtitious People, will ſit naked 
many Hours together on a Heap of Piſmires, till 
they're almoſt ſtung to Death. A third Sort dig 
their own Graves, and going down into them, cauſe 
themſelyes to be covered all over with Earth, except 


only their Faces; and in this Condition they will lie 


till they are almoſt famiſh'd. 

In the mean while, they ſend circular Letters 
from all Parts, congratulating each others approach- 
ing Happineſs and Deliverance from the Oppreſſion 
of the Gentiles: For ſo they term all that are not of 


they own Nation. And in theſe mutual Addreſſes, 


= fail not to Prophefy, That their Meſſias ſhall in 
ſuch a Moon, go to the Great Tyrant, King of the 1/- 
maelites, and Lord of all the Children of Moab and 
Edom; (fo they blaſpheme our glorious Sultan.) 
That he ſhall depoſe him from his Throne, and lead 
him away Captive; after which he ſhall have the Do- 


minions of the whole Earth laid at his Feet: 


With ſuch Kind of wild Stuff, do theſe deluded 
People flatter one another and themſelves, as if in 
a little time they were to be Lords of all Things. So 
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that no Trading or Commerce goes forward among 
them; an univerſal Stop is put to all Buſineſs; it 
being eſteem'd an inexpiable Sin, to follow their 
Trades in the Days of the Meſſias, who is to enrich 
them with the Wealth of all Nations. 
strange Rumours are ſpread abroad, of the re- 
turn of the Tex Tribes over the River Sabbation, who 
were carried away Captives by Salmanaſſar King of 
Aſſyria, and never were heard of fince, till they now 
diſcourſe of their being encamp'd in the Deſart of 
Mount Sinai, in their March to the Holy Land, Tis 
reported alſo, that a mighty Fleet of Ships were ſeen 
at Sea, whoſe Sails were of Sattin, and their Stream- 
ers bore the Figure of a Lion, with this Inſcription, 
The Lion of the Tribe of Judah. _ | 
The Chriſtians ſeem aſtoniſh'd at theſe Things, yet 
ſome look on 'em only as Dreams. As for honeſt 
Eliachim here, he is no more moy'd at theſe Things 
than I; only he laughs at the Folly of the credulous 
World, and curſes the Fews, for bringing ſuch Con- 
tempt on themſelves and their Poſterity. But Nathan 


is like one Hag-ridden, or defil'd by the Lamiæ of the 


Night. He has loſt all Reaſon, and 'twill be no leſs 
than a Miracle that muſt reſtore it again. 

Sage Miniſter, whilſt theſe execrable People thus 
loſe themſelves for the Sake of their Counterfeit Meſ- 


ſias, let us continue to honour the True One, even 


Jeſus the Son of Mary, who is now in Paradiſe, and 


our Holy Prophet with him, 


Paris, 1/# of the 9th Moan, 
of the Year 1666. 


. 


. 
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LETTER XII. 
To Murat, Baſſa. 


His has been a conſiderable Year of Actions 
'F: and Events, At the Beginning of it, I ſent 
to the Porte an Account of the Death of the Queen- 
Mether of France, and of the Prince of Conti ; now I 
will farther inform thee of a War that is broke out 
between this Crowz and that of England. The Oc- 
caſion of it was this: The Engliſh and the Hollanders 
trafficking in America, had had ſome Miſundeiſtand- 
ings and Feuds about the Limits of their ſeveral 
Conqueſts in thoſe remote Parts of the World, 
The Hollanders being the ſtrongeſt, did many Inju- 
ries to their Neighbours the Fzgliſh, and domineer'd 
over them as their Lords. The Engliſh reſenting this 
very heinouſly, and grown weary of their Oppreſ- 
fions, ſent Complaints to their King. He to re- 
dreſs his Subjects, order'd his Reſident at the Hague, 


to demand Satisfaction of the States. They refus'd 


to him that Juſtice ; upon which, he was reſolved 
to have Recourſe to his Arms, and accordingly pro- 
claim'd War againſt Holland; making all neceſſary 
Preparations to carry it on. The ſame did his Ad- 
verſaries. The French King in the mean time was 


oblig'd by a Treaty with the Hollanders concluded 


in the Year 1662, to eſpouſe their Quarrels; yet 
that he might not break with England raſhly, he 
firſt ſent an Embaſſador to that Court to mediate a 
Peace. But that proving ineffectual, he proclaim'd 


War againſt that Nation, and commanded the En- 


gliſh Embaſſador to depart His Kingdom, The Duke 
of Beaufort, who is Admiral at Sea, was order'd to 
equipa Gallant Fleet, and join the Dutch Navy; 
which he perform'd with all imaginable Diligence 

| | and 
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and Expedition, There have been two Combats 
between theſe Enemies at Sea, and in both the Dutch 


had the worſt of it: Neither did the French eſcape 
without ſome Loſs, having two of their greateſt 


Engliſh. en” 7 

The Plague ftill rages in England, and has almoſt 
depopulated whole Provinces, Whilſt a milder Death 
has robb'd France of One of her Greateſt Heroes : 
The Count 4* Harcourt, of whom I have often made 
mention, 1s gone to celebrate the Triumphs due to 
his Valour and Fortune in another World, 

The Emperor of Germany has at laſt married the 
Inſanta of Spain, after abundance of Demurs and 
Heſitations about that Buſineſs. Theſe Nazarenes 
can do nothing with Expedition, The Spiritual 
Courts, as they call them, have more Tricks and 
cramp Words to amuſe People with, than an Indian 
Mountebank or Jugler. Neither are Sovereign Prin- 
ces more exempt from their Juriſdiction, than the 
Meaneſt of their Subjects: Eſpecially the Court of 
Rome, can make or annul Marriages at Pleaſure. 


fuſe to ſubmit to their Orders, This Holy Court can 
alſo bind or releaſe Sins, open or ſhut the Gates of 
Paradiſe, make a Devil a Saint, or a Saint a Devil. 
In a Word, they can do every Thing if there be 
Gold in the Caſe. But if that be wanting, they can 
do nothing but ſhrug their Shoulders. 

Thou may'{t alſo inform the Divan, that the 
French King has given Permiſſion to ſome of his 
Subjects, to undertake a Conqueſt in America, and 
eſtabliſh a Commerce in that Part of the World. 
Many Veſſels are equipped in order to this Expe- 
dition, and they that are concern'd in the Voyage, 
are as merry as Jaſon and his Argonauts, when they 
were preparing to fetch the Golden Fleece from 
Colchos. That Weſtern Continent affords immenſe 


M 2 Riches, 


Ships ſeyerely ſhatter'd, and a third taken by the 


And they are ſure to be excommunicated, who re- 
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Riches, and tempts all the Nations in Europe, to make 
an Experiment of their Fortune, in gaining one 
Part of it or other. Twere to be wiſh'd it lay near- 
er to the Ottoman Empire. No Record can diſcoyer 
the Origin of the Inhabitants, Yet moſt Authors 


conjecture, that they paſs'd over from the North- 


Eaſt Parts of Aſia, where the Streights of Anian are 
very narrow, and would invite Sea-faring Men to 
ſeek new Adventures. Beſides, by their being. Ca- 
nibals, it appears very probable, That either they 
deſcended from the Tartars, or the Tartars from them. 


God alone knows how to adjuſt the Differences, and 


reveal the Secrets of Hiſtory. 

Brave Baſſa, Tis no Matter from what Stock we 
are deſcended, ſo long as we have Vertue : for that 
alone is the only true Nobility, God regale thee 
with his Favours. 


Paris, 30th of the gth Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 


* - "x -- 


- 


£45 . - 
F . 2 5 2 > 
N = Sp 3 Ä ( AG; op rl Rs TIS K 
— * 8 Ws r 2 Y 5 e 5 A 


e > 3 22 N 82 — PO 
. oe 3 CID 
. 0 * 


r 5 
Pi nes 2 N S T * 
r e Wee? y 
. N 1 


Vol. VI. 2 Spy at PARIS. 245 


LETTER XIV. 


To Peſteli Hali, his Brother, Maſter of the 
Cuſtoms, and Superintendant of the 
Arſenal at Conſtantinople. 


HEN I hear of thy Proſperity, my Heart 
W is dilated like his who has found hidden 
Wealth. Yet I am ſorry for the Diſgrace of the 
good Old Man, thy Predeceſſor : But we mult not 
cenſure the Conduct of our Superiors. The Juſtice 
of their Actions is not to be call'd in Queſtion. 
The Sultan cannot err. This is an eſtabliſh'd Max- 
im in all Monarchies, eſpecially in that of the re- 
nowned Oſmans.. „ 

As for what relates to thee, in this New Ad- 
vance thou haſt made; thy own Experience ac- 
s by many Years Travel and Obſervation in 
oreign Countries, added to the Knowledge thou 
haſt in the Laws, Diſcipline, and Cuſtoms, of thy 
own, will be a ſufficient Guide, to conduct thee 
in the Management of thy Buſineſs. Yet de- 
ſpiſe not the Counſel of others: A Man is never 
nearer to Ruin, than when he truſts too much 
to his on. Wiſdom. Therefore the greateſt Em- 
perors undertake nothing of Moment raſhly or 


without Advice. Temerity. often blaſts the faireſt 
Deſigns. 


It will be of particular Import to thee,. to hear 
of a Tragical Event that has lately happen'd to 
Rezan, a great City in Reſſſia, by x # Blowing-up 
of the Magazine. This Gunpowder does more 


Y Miſchief than Good in the World. The An- 


cients fought as ſucceſsfully with Bows and Ar- 
rows, Swords, and Spears, other Inſtrumenrs of 
M * War, 
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War, without running the Hazard of blowing up 
whole Cities into the Air, in Time of Peace, And 
they could undermine the ſtrongeſt Caſtles, even 
thoſe ſituated on Rocks, without the help of this 
infernal Duſt. Nature taught 'em to be Induſtrious 
in defeating their Enemies, and they ſpared no La- 
bour to gain the Victory. Our Fore-fathers were 
hardy and ſtrong, patient of Toils and Fatigues: 
They cut their Way into Mountains of Stone, if any 
Place of Strength were built on it, which they had 
Occaſion to beſiege. And as they hew'd away that 
Part of the Rock which ſupported the Walls, they 
underpropp'd the Foundation with wooden Pillars: 


And when they had finiſh'd their Mines, they ſet 


Fire to certain combuſtible Matter, which conſuming 
theſe Supports, the Walls and Gates that reſted on 
them, ſunk down and left the Fortreſs naked and 
open to the Beſiegers. 

It had been well for the Inhabitants of Rezay, 
if their City had been only thus gently diſmantled, 
by ſome Enemy _—_ whom they might have a{- 
terwards employ'd their Courage to defend them- 
ſelves, or make Compoſition, But poor unfortu- 
nate People, they have felt a ruder Shock, an un- 
merciful Blow of Fate, their City being in a Mi- 
nute's Time, without the leaſt Warning, ſtormed, 
plundered, and laid in Heaps, by an Enemy which 
gives no Quarter, Gs 

This Accident happen'd on the 157th of the laſt 
Moon, about the Hour of Nanamiſi. There were 
Five Hundred Barrels of Powder in the Magazine ; 
and the Force of the Blow was ſo violent, that 
beſides the Deſtruction of that City, or at leaſt 
the beſt Part of it, all the neighbouring Villages 
round about it, felt its fatal Effects, ſome of their 
Houſes ſhaking as in an Earthquake, other falling to 
Pieces. | 


Aſſuredly, 


989380 r 


Vol. VI. a Spy at PARIS. 247 


Aſſuredly, Heaven is angry with theſe Infidels, 
and turns the very Inſtruments of their Defence 
and Safety, into Scourges for their Chaſtiſement. 
1 formerly ſent Saleh the Superintendent, an Ac- 
6 2 count of the like Misfortune that befel the City of 
. | *# Gravelines in Flanders, and of other terrible Effects 
% of the Wrath of Heaven in the Low Countries. One 
* Diſaſter follows cloſe on the Back of another; 
1 yet the Inſidels are inſenſible and ſtupid, as they 

were in the Days of Noah, when the Flood 
came and ſurpriz'd all the Inhabitants of the 
Country, That Prophet gave 'em warning of the 
approaching Danger, He was Three whole Years 
in cutting down Indian Plant-Trees, and preparing 
Planks, Beams, Pins, and other Neceſſaries, and Se- 
ven Years more in Building that wonderful Ship, 
The Inſidels went by daily, and ſaw him at Work; 
= but they derided the patient Apoſtle, and taught 
their Children to mock hun, ſaying, Where is the 
, Maler this Ship is to ſail in; After the Ark was fi- 
. niſh'd, it lay on the Ground ſeven Moons, till they 
bad thrice ſacrific'd ſome of Noah's Followers to 

their Idols, = | 


ee 0h. e e Re 


lated by his evil Deſtiny, mounted his Horſe with 
ſome of his Retinue; and having ſacrific'd to 
M 4 their 


dot 

i It was perfected in the Moon of Raſeb, and in the 

"A Moon of Saphar was the Decree of the Chaſtiſement 

g, ſign'd, which was to be executed on all of Mortal 

1 Race, ſave Noah and the Fourſcore that were with 

him, with the Two Pairs of every Species, which | 

& the Four Winds, by God's Appointment, collected | 

re together, and drove into the Art, and the Body of | 

"X Adam, which was enſhrin'd and brought to Noah = 

ot by Angels, out of the Region of Mecca, There was : 

ut alſo Philemon the Good Prieſt of Egypt, with his | 

os whole Family. | | g 

eir Juſt as the determined Day and Hour of the 1 

to Flood was come, the Prince of the Country, ſtimu- | 
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their Idols, rode toward the Place where Noah and 
his Company were ſhut up in the Ark, with a De- 
fign to burn it to Aſhes. He call'd out aloud to the 
Prophet, with Scoffs, ſaying, © Noah, where is the 
Mater in which this Ship is to ſail? It will be with 
you incontinenily, reply'd the Holy Man, before you 
can remove your Station. Come down, thou Dotard, 
{aid the proud Infidel, otherwiſe I will burn thee and 
thy Companions with Fire, O miſerable Man, ſaid 
Noah, turn to God, for his Judgments are ready to 
burſt forth on you. | | 
The Prince incens'd at this, commanded his 
Slaves to put Fire to the Ar. But while he was yet 
ſpeaking, he manifeſtly ſaw the Water guſhing out 
on all Hands round about him, and under his Feet, 
Then his Heart was troubled, and full of Anguiſh 
and Fear, He hafted to ſecure himſelf with his Fa- 
mily and Goods, in the: Caſtles which he had built, 
on the higheſt Mountains. But alas, the Earth 
open'd, and broke like a Spider's Web; ſo violent 
was the Force of the Waters which boiled up eve- 
ry where, The Clouds pour'd down vaſt Cataracts 
of Rain, mix'd with dreadful and inſupportable 
Thunder and Lightning. The miſerable Infidel; 
throng'd upon one another, curſing and blaſphem- 
ing their Gods who had deluded em. Great was the 
Confuſion and Cry every where; for ſuch a Calami- 
ty had never been known ſince the Moon gave her 
Light. If any were fo nimble as to reach the Foot 
of a Mountain, yet he could not aſcend by Reaſon 
of Stones which fell on his Head, and Torrents of 
boiling Water that ran down upon him, as if it had 
come out of a Cauldron, And ſuppoſe he had 
reach'd the Top, it had been but a ſhort Delay of 
his Fate; for, in a Word, the Waters ſwell'd forty 
Cubits above the higheſt Mountains, and all the li- 
ving Generations periſh'd. | | 
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Son of my Mother, when thou readeſt this Me- 
moir (for it is a Fragment of an ancient Arabick 
Writing) think on the Day of Judgment, which 
ſhall ſurprize the World, even as the Deluge did. 
At that Hour, the greateſt Part of Men will not 
dream of any ſuch Thiag, till they ſee Flames and 
Riyers of Fire burſting forth from the Springs and 
Fountains which before yielded Water, and Show- 
ers of Fire deſcending from Heaven, inſtead of 
Rain. For the Elements will change their Courſes, 
to accompliſh the Decrees of him who made them, 
and to conſummate the Revenge of the Omnipotent, 
againſt Unbelievers, 


Paris, 24 of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 


LETTER XV. 
To Uſeph, Baſſa. 


Urely, the Gods of the Engliſh are angry with 
8 that People, and the Guardian Spirits of the 
Iſle, have forſook their Charge. I ſent a Diſpatch 
at the Beginning of this Year to Murat, Baſſa 
wherein I inform'd him of a deſtructive Plague, ra- 
ging at London, and in other Parts of the Nation. 
That Peſtilence continues ſtill, but under different 
Forms, to aſſault the Living, and augment the 
Number of the Dead. 

God only knows the Origine of theſe Epidemi- 
cal Contagions; whether they derive their Pedi- 
gree from Heaven or Hell; from the Earth, or 
any other Element. Perhaps ſome latent Poiſons 
in the Air, mix with the Breath of Mortals, and, 
by their ſubtile Energy, ſoon diſſipate the vital 

%% ĩ = | Flame 
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Flame of Humane Bodies, like the infectious Blaſts 
of the Wind El-Samiel in Arabia, which in a Mo- 
ment's Time commits a Rape upon the Lives of 
Travellers, ſcorching their Spirits up, and leaving 


on the Sands a black {tiff Carcaſs of jelly'd Fleſh, 


as tho' they had been Thunder-ſtruck. Or, per- 


haps ſome venomous Exhalations from the Mine- 
rals below, tranſpire through Chinks and Cran- 
nies in the Earth, to plunder Mortals of their 
Breath, like to the fatal Vapours in the Cave of 
Death, not far from Virgil's Grot in Taly. Or, 
who can tell, but that ſome hidden Meteors above, 
or ſome malignant Stars may ſend down whole 
Battalions of empoyſon'd Atomes, to invade this 
Region of Mortality; and in Death's Name, King 
of the World Invincible, to claim and carry away a 
certain Number of Ghoſts, prick'd a0 wa by Deſſti- 
ny, a Tribute ſet by Fate? However it be, that 
whole Iſand may well be call'd, at this Time, the 
Grand Infirmary of Europe, were bageful Sickneſs 
makes its publick Reſidence, The timorous Gia- 


fers run from Place to Place, thinking to eſcape 


ire 8 
from Heaven's all- ſearching Purſuivants. They 


flee from popular Towns to Villages; and from 
theſe again to unfrequented Deſarts, Woods, and 
Heaths, carrying their Wives and Children with 
em, and all the Subſtance of their Houfes. The 
Roads are cover'd with the Caravans of doubtful 
Paſſengers, who dread to think of going back to 
the contagious Seats they left behind, yet know 
not where to be receiy'd anew. So general is the 
Conſternation, fo ſtrong the Fear of thoſe who yet 


ſurvivez leſt they ſhould alſo catch the Infection 


and die, | 
Beſides this, they have felt the Strokes of an- 
other ſurprizing Calamiry : London, the Capital City 
of England, being newly confum'd by Fire, It 
is not certain, whether Deſign ar Chance firſt . 
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dled the devouring Element. But it fell out at an 
unlucky Seaſon, when the Wind was high, and 
from its Eaſtern Quarter blew the Flames full Weſt, 
which ſpreading North and South, demolilh'd all 
before them, laying the greateſt Part of that rich 
and famous City in Aſhes, | 
Some aſcribe this to a Plot of the French; others 
term it, a Judgment of God, for their Rebellion, 
Pride, and other crying Sins, 
1 Probability, a third Sort affirm, Twas contriv'd 
and put in Execution by a Cabal of Carpenters and 
I Maſons; who, wanting Employment, and proje- 
= Ffting the Method of enriching themſelves, diſ- 
= daining alſo the inartificial and obſolete Form of 
* Buildings, reſolv'd to put this City into a new 
Figure, and raiſe it according to the Models of 
foreign Architecture. Every one gueſſes as his Aft 
fections incline him, or his Conjectures follow the 
Byaſs of his Intereſt. Men are always partial to 
= themſelves and the Cauſe they haye:eſpous'd. God 
* only knows the Truth, | 
6 The Superſtitious among the Roman Catholicks, 
= take occaſion from the Timing of this horrible 
Conflagration, to inſult o'er the Engliſh Proteſtants 
who from ſome obſcure Paſlages in the Book (f 
their Goſpel, uſed to foretel, in a Prophetick Mar- 
ner, That the final Ruin and Cataſtrophe of Rome 
would happen in this Year 1666: Whereas, by 
fatal Experience, more ſure than vain Predictions, 
they find the Metropolis of their own Nation re- 
Aduc'd to Aſhes. | 
W hoever are the Inſtruments in theſe Tragedies, 
dis certain the Deſigns of Fate are ſtill perform'd. 
= Every Kingdom, State, and Community, has its cri- 


tical Periods and Climacters, wherein it ſuffers De- 
triment, * * * * * * x * * * * * * * * 
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This Blank the Italian Preface mentions, and ſays, 


tis owing to the Loſs of | ſome Part of the Arabick 


Letter ſuppos'd to be torn off by Chance, or on 
ſome other Occaſion. | 


Paris, 2d of the 11th Moon, 
of the Year 1666, 


LETTER XVI. 


J0 Cara Hali, Phyſician to % Grand 
 Signior 


( 
| 


Am melancholy, beyond the Deſcription of Pain- 
1 ters, Poets, or the lively Eloquence of Cicero. Me- 
thinks, I'm ſome exotick Being; a perfect Foreigner 
on Earth; a Stranger to its Laws and Maxims. I 
appear to other Mortals like a Giafer or Frank in his 
Weſtern dreſs at Morocco, Babylon, or Conſtantinople. 
I mean not for my outward Habit, (for in that I'm 
conformable enough to the Mode of the Region 


where I reſide) but Pm all unfaſhionable within; 


ridiculous in my Sentiments and Converſation, 
When others laugh, I ſigh, and find a Reaſon to be 
fad, in the midſt. of merry Company. Even Wine 
it ſelf, that exhilerates all the-World beſide, does 
but increaſe my Melancholy, by adding Strength 
unto my labouring Thoughts. It ſublimates my 
Spirits up to Sacred Phrenſies. Iam all Lunatick 
at ſuch a Time. Each Glaſs creates new Dreams, 
more wild than the ſtrange Flights and Raptures 
of a Santone. My heated Spleen, like Mount Gi- 
bel, belches forth horrid Clouds of Smoak and 
Vapours, - which lay long ſmothering .in its ſpon- 
gy Caverns; theſe quickly ſpread and coyer 0 
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whilſt others mix with Water, Earth, 
Skies. 
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the Horizon of my Soul, rendring it dark and gloo- 
my, as the Cymmerian Solitudes, or the more diſmal 
Valleys bordering on the River Styx, where ſurly 
Charon waits to ferry o'er the Caravans of trembling 
Ghoſts, and land 'em in Elyſium. 

Oh! that thoſe Fables of the antient Poets were 
but true ! Or that I knew but ſomething certain of 
our Future State! Whether the Soul ſurvives or no, 
when Death has ſtopt the Circulation of our Blood? 
And what becomes of that Immortal Subſtance, afe 
ter its parting from the Body? Whether it paſs b 
Tranſmigration into the Embryo of ſome other Ani- 
mal, as Pythagoras taught; or be united, ſwallowed 
up, and loſt in the Unzverſal Soul of the World, as 
Plato did believe? Or if ſome other Magnet does at- 


tract its Preſence ; and hidden Sympathies of Na- 


ture teach it to form it ſelf a Vehicle or Body of 
the Elements? Perhaps, ſome Souls unite with Air, 
or purer 
This for its horrid Sins in mortal State, may 
be by the Eternal Nemeſss ſunk down into the fatal 
Caverns of Mount tna, Strombolo, or Viſuvins ; 
there to incorporate with burning Rivers and Lakes 
of Sulphur and other Minerals, to hear perpetually 
the frightful Cracking, Rumbling, and loud Thun- 
ders of thoſe infernal Vaults; to be, without inter- 
miſſion, annoy'd with the eternal Stench of melted 
Mines, whoſe poignant Vapours equally kill it and 
revive it every Moment, that it may be confin'd to 
an endleſs Circle of Miſeries: To feel the excrucia- 
ting Torments which no Tongue can utter; whilſt 
the inceſſant rapid Motion of thoſe exalted and moſt 
violent Fires, with which it is embodyed by Decree 
of Fate, rob it of the very Poſſibility of the leaſt eaſy 
Thought, or quiet Minute; and at the fame Time 
rack it with infinite Tortures. | | 
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Think not, my Dear Phyſician, that it is impoſſi- 
ble a ſeparate Spirit can thus be ſenſible of Pains, 
There's no ſuch Thing as a ſeparate Spirit, fave God 
whe made all Bodies, and therefore was before them. 
The Angels themſelves are partly Corporeal; ſo are 
the Devils, Do not believe then, that mortal Man, 
who is in a middle State between theſe Two, ſhall 
by dying, gain a Priviledge above the moſt illu- 
ſtrious Spirits in Heaven. As ſoon as Death has diſ- 
lodg'd us from one Body, Nature, Providence, or 
Fate provides us another, according to our Qualities, 
Inclinations and Merits, We may as well by Ae- 
tempſychoſis, become the Spirit or Soul of a flaming 
Sulphur-mine, or at leaſt of ſome Part of it, as of a 
Horſe, an Eagle, or a Dove: For ſich, for ought 
we know, may be the Diſpolition of Divine W iſ- 
dom, Juſtice, and Omnipotence, 

By the very ſame Reaſon another Soul may be 
tranſported to the open, happy Skies, where it may 
either range in boundleſs, free, and ferene Trac s 
of Bliſs; or be Enfranchis'd in the Corporations of 
the Stars, to dwell in Palaces of Azure, Topazes, and 
Diamonds; to polleſs Provinces more rich than in 
Peru or Guinea, Where the Ruſticks plow up Gold; 
more beautiful and pleaſant than the famous Fields 
of Theſſaly. . God knows what will become of us 
after our Diſſolation : But the Ignorance of this one 
Truth occaſions all Melancholly, _ . 

Death is not formidable of it ſelf, nor all the do- 
lorous Circumſtances that precede it: Tis only 
what comes after, raiſes all my Terror. Were I to 
melt away in lingring Agues and Conſumptions; or 
to be ſooner oſted off in high-wrought Fevers, 
Pluriſies, or Peſtilence: Or if it were my Fate to 
die by Piſtol, Sword, or Poyſon, or any other Kind 
of flow or ſudden Death, allotted me from Chance 
or Nature, Providence or Fate: Should Heaven con- 
ſume me in a Trice by Lightning; or this Globe 
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with equal Swiftneſs, bury me in ſome ſurprizing 
Earthquake: *Twould be all one to Mahmut, were 
it not for the After-claps, to which I am a ſtranger, 
I tremble at the hidden and unſearchable Force of 
Nature: I dread the irreverſible unknown Decrees 
of Fate, the Secret Methods of Eternal Deſtiny, the 
Laws and Order of the other World, in billetting the 


Troops of Humane Souls, that go to Winter there, 


after this Life's Campaign is finiſhed. 

Once in a cold and froſty Evening, as I was tra- 
velling o'er a bleak wide Plain, and felt the pene- 
trating Blaſts of North-Eaſt Winds, with chilling 
Sleet, which fell upon me from the Clouds; my 
Spirits alſo tir'd with tedious Journeys, and my 


anxious Thoughts being wholly taken up about a 


Reſting-Place that Night, and how to avoid the 
Aſſaults of Robbers, with a Thouſand other Perils, 
threatning a Stranger on the Road; at length I 
chanced to think of the untry'd and remote Voyage 


1 muſt one Day make to another World, It chill'd 


my Blood to imagine the diſconſolate naked Cir- 
cumſtances of a Separate Soul, which, for ought I 
knew, might be bewilder'd, loſt, and forc'd to 
wander up and down through untrack'd Waſtes of 
miſty frozen Air, where the inhoſpitable Element 
affords no Guides, nor Carvanſera's to comfortleſs, 
poor, ſtraggling Ghoſts; ' unleſs they would accept 
a Lodging in ſome Cloud, the Ciſtern and Chariot 


of Rain, Hail, or Snow; there to incorporate with 


the unwelcome Meteors, and be whirl'd round the 
Globe, or elſe precipitated down to Earth again in 
Showers; from thence perhaps to be exhaled by 
the Sun, and mix'd with Embryo's of Lightning, 
Fiery Dragons, Ignes Fatui, or other Bodies hourly 
Flaming in the Welkin, and thus to circulate in 
endleſs Tranſmigrations. Who knows the Circum- 
ftances of departed Souls, or Laws of a Separate 
State? Let him declare what Uſage we ſhall find in 


that 
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that inviſible and dark Receſs from Life: He ſhall 
be then eſteem'd more than Apollo, by the penſive 
Mahmut. Not the old Delphich Oracle could receive 
greater Reverence from the inquiſitive World; nor 
Mecca now from deyout Muſſulman Pilgrims; or 
Medina Talnabi, where the Prophet reſts in Peace, 
than ſuch an one ſhould have from me, who could 
with unfeigned Truth diſcover how we ſhall be 
diſpos'd of when we die. But I am cloy'd and 
nauſeated with dull Romances of the Prieſts and 
Derviches. | EY 

My Friend, let thou and I learn to improve the 
Joys of preſent Life, and not by damn'd Miſtakes, 
depriye our ſelves of double Happineſs. But let us 


ſo comport our ſelves, that our Tranſmigration may 


be but from the Pleaſures' of Earth to thoſe of Hea- 
ven; from one Paradiſe to another, 5 


Paris, 6:h of the iſt Moon, 
of the Year 1667. | 
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LETTER XVII. 
To Kerker Haſſan, Baſſa. 


H E Bleſſings of God and his Prophet chear thy 
TJ Heart, as thou haſt exhilerated mine by thy 
laſt Letter, wherein thou encourageſt me with the 
Hopes of being remov'd from this diſagreeable Poſt, 
to one more Delightful and Happy, even to a ſweet 
Country Retirement, either in Arabia, or uy other 

is the 
very Mark of all my Wiſhes. | 

I have a natural Averſion for great and populous 
Cities, They ſeemto be ſo many magnificent Se- 
pulchres of the Living, where Men are [ſhut up, im- 
priſon'd, and buried from all Commerce with the 
Elements ; or they are like Hoſpitals and Peſt-Houſes, 
where People crowd, infect, and ſtink one another 
to Death with a thouſand Pollutions, They hive 
together like Bees, and build their Apartments in 
Darkneſs. Pike Neſts of Piſmires, they trudge up 
and down all the Summer of their Youth, to heap up 
Treaſures, that they may ſpend the Winter of their 
Old Age in loathſome Eaſe, and benumm'd Szupidi- 
ty; not daring to venture out of the Purlieu of their 
naſty, ſmoaky Habitations, and yet they're ready 
to be ſtifled with their own Breath. 

'Tis with Pleaſure I contemplate the Face of the 
Infant Earth, before it was deform'd by the unne- 
ceſſary Arts of the Carpenter, Smith, and Maſon : 
When Men had no other Houſes, ſave what the 
made themſelyes, every one for his Family, of the 
Branches and Boughs of Trees, interwoven with 
Olters, Reeds and Ivy; and cover'd thick with 


Leayes 


Plenty of innocent Refreſhments, and thoſe pri- 
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Leaves and Graſs to ſhelter them from Wind, Hail, 
Rain, and other Injuries of Weather. Or perhaps 
ſome had found out a Den or Cave in the Earth, 
or the Hollow of a Rock, for a Sanctuary in ſuch 
Cafes, where they repos'd in perfe& Tranquility, 
without Fear of Snares or Violence, without Appre- 
prehenſion of Robbers, or any tragical Surprize. 
They went out and in, ſlept and wak'd, labour'd 
and reſted in Safety and Quiet. Avarice, Envy, 
and Injuſtice had not as yet corrupted the Minds 
of Mortals. The Earth brought forth Corn, 
Herbage, and Fruits, without the Husbandman's 
or Gardener's Labour: All Places abounded with 


mitive Inhabitants coveted no more. The Cattle 
and Bees afforded them Milk and Honey, and the 
Fountain- Waters were generous as Wine, This 
Globe was a compleat , Paradiſe, and no miſtaken 
Zeal had taught Men religioufly to inyade one an- 
other's Rights, and in a pious Fury to murder 
their Neighbours, in. hopes of meriting Heaven 
hereafter. There was no ſuch Thing as Bigottry 
or Superſtition to be found among any of Humane 
Race. The Law of Nature was in univerſal Force: 
Every Man purſu'd the Dictates of Reaſon, with- 
out hearkning after Religious Sophiſiry, and Sacred 
Fables. 

But when once the Lucre of Gold had corrupted 
Mens Manners, and they, not contented with the 
Riches and Sweets which they daily cropt from the 
Surface of the Earth, had found a Way to deſcend 
into her Bowels, ſtung with an inſatiable Deſire of 
hidden Treaſures; then began Injuſtice, Oppreſ- 
ſion, and Cruelty to take place. Men made Enclo- 
ſures to themſelves, and encompaſs'd a certain Por- 
tion of Land with Hedges, Ditches, and Pales, to 
fence them from the Inyaſions of others 3 

| wi 
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Guilt of their own vicious Inclinations fill'd them 
with Fears, and made them jealous of one another. 
They built themſelves ſtrong Holds, Fortreſſes, 
Caſtles, and Cities: And their Terrors encreaſing 
with their Criminal Poſſeſſions, they perſuaded 
themſelves, that the very Elements would prove 
their Enemies, if not pacified by Bribes and Pre- 
ſents, Hence ſprung the firſt Invention of Altars 
and Sacrifices, and from theſe yain panick Fears of 
Mortals, the Gods deriv'd their Pedigree, For one 
built a Temple to the Sun, another to the Moon, a 


third to Jupiter, Mars, or the reſt of the Planets. 


Some ador'd the Fire, others the Water or Mind. 
Every one ſet up to himſelf ſuch a God as he tanſi- 
ed would be propitious to him. Thus Error being 
equally propagated with Humane Nature, they 
created an infinite Rabble of imaginary Deities, 
paying to thoſe Idols, the ſupreme and incommu- 
nicable Honours, due only to the Eternal Eſſence, 
Father and Source of all Things. | 

| Beſides, they liv'd in intolerable Pride and Luxu- 
ry, in conſtant Wars and Strife, in Darkneſs, Igno- 
rance, and Confuſion, I ſpeak of ſuch as dwelt in 


Cities, and were incorporated together by one com- 


mon Intereſt. For ſtil] there remain'd ſome who 
obey'd the Original Laws of Nature, and the Tradi- 
tions of Primitive Humanity. 

Theſe dwelt in Tents, or other moveable Habit. 
tations, as our Countrymen the Arabs do at this 
Day with the Tartars their Brethren, They ſcorn'd 
to faſten . themſelves to the Earth, by poſſeſſing 
any Part of it in Propriety: Every Field and 
Wood, Hill and Valley, River and Well, were 
with them in common, They ſtraggled whither 
they pleaſed. 4 

This is the Life ſo emulated by me, or inſtead 


of that at leaſt, a Retirement from Cities, that I 


may breathe out my laſt Hours in a free Air, remote 
| | N | from 
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from the ſtifling Company and Contagion of Mor- 


7 


tals. I long to range at Liberty through unfre- 
quented Paths of Deſart Ground, o'er wild, un- 
polifh'd Heaths; from thence inſenſibly to fall into 
ſome venerable Solitude, where the dry, moſſy 
Barks of Trees, in ſilent Characters proclaim the 
Antiquity of the Place; and gentle Whiſpers of 
the Wind inſtruct the Methods of Platonick Love; 
inſpire ſtrange Paſſions, which we never felt before, 
and teach us to converſe with Satyrs, Nymphs, and 
other harmleſs Tenants of the Shades, How great is 
the Pleaſure to be thus ſurpriz'd. with ſome har- 
monious, warbling Stream, or ſilent, ſoft, deep, 


. Chryſtal River? To ſpeak Incognito with Dryads, 


Hamadryads, and the ſporting Eccho's; to lie diſ- 
ſolv'd in looſe, yet innocent Enjoyments on the 
Banks, to talk with Nature, with Immortal Subſtances, 
and with Eternity it ſelf ? Oh God! is not this ra- 
viſhing. | | 4 

'Tis difficult to ſay, whether it would be plea- 
fant or painful to return from theſe ineffable Pa- 
rades of the Soul, to our domeſtick Felicities, tho” 
even in a rural Life, which I acknowledge to be 


the happieſt on Earth, Yet there to trace the 


Herds and Flocks, to walk amidſt the high-grown 
Corn, and Graſs, to pluck the bearded Ears of Bar- 
ley, to let our Eyes row] o'er the various Figures 
of the Wind-blown Wheat and Millet, our Noſes 
to ſuek the fragrant Airs of Marjoram, Thyme,. 
Oranges, and Lemons, with innumerable Spices; 
our Ears to hear the inimitable Melody of Birds, 
and every Senſe to be tranſported,. ſnatch'd away, 
and loſt in ſacred Extaſies; muſt needs be rank'd 
among the higheſt Kinds of earthly Pleaſures, | 
But to deſcend from thoſe Enjoyments, to the 
meaneſt and moſt common Diverſions of a Country- 
Life ; methinks there's ſomething peculiarly charm- 
ing in the yery ellenge Situation of the _— 
whe- 
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whether it be on the Brow of a Hill, or the Bot- 
tom of a Valley; in the Midſt of a Wood, or the 
Opening of a Heath; on the Side of a Road, or 
in ſome obſcure Corner of the Country, 'Tis agree- 


able, when waking in the Morning, to hear the 


Bleating of Sheep, Lowing of Oxen, Screaming, 
Quacking, and Crowing, of Geeſe, Ducks, Cocks, 
and other Home-bred Animals; to hear the louder 


Winds, threatning to tear up Trees by the Roots, 


demoliſh Houſes, and remove the Globe it ſelf, if 
poſſible, from off its Baſis, This would be better 
Muſick to me for a Change, than a Conſort of Dul- 
cimers, Theorbo's, Timbrels and Viols. Humane Na- 
ture delights in Variety, and there is a certain auda- 
cious Curioſity in the Soul, which. loves to venture 
on Extremes. The Rain, the Dirt, the Stink of 
Hogs, Camels, Dromedaries, and other neceſſar 

rural Beaſts, would pleaſe me better than the con- 
ſtant tedious Eaſe, and fulſome Sweets of Court or 
City, I ſweat whilſt thus ſhut up within theſe 
Walls: It cloys me to be daily walking in a Circle ; 
to trample always o'er the ſame Ground, in a yaſt 
Labyrinth of Houſes, where my Senſes meet no 
new refreſhing Objects, but my Ears are hourly 
nauſeated, vex'd, and tir'd with the rattling Din of 
Coaches, Carts, Artificers, and the harſh Voices of 
{ſuch as ſell Fleſh, Fiſh, and other Things about the 


but daſh'd with ſurly ragged Looks of proud and 
wealthy Infidels; or with the ſly ſatyrick Smiles of 
well-ſhap'd People, who contemn me for my bandy 
Legs, and e Back. 5 

In a Word, my dear Baſſa, I long to feel the 
gentle Breezes of the Eaſt, purifying my Soul, and 


_ cleanſing it from ſo many Pollutions, I languiſh 


for the Sight of Turbants and Creſcents, for the de- 
yout Call of the Muezins on the: lofty Minarets: I 
die in Contemplation ofthe ſacred Faſts and Feaſts, 
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the nocturnal Joys of Ramexan, the Revels and 


chearful Illuminations of Beiram, and the Imperial 


Dunalma's. When I think of theſe things, my Soul 
burſts forth in fervent Invocations, ind every. Fa- 
culty cries, Alla, Alla. 

May that Divine aud Immortal Ove hear my Prayers, 
and grant me the Happineſs to ſee the Face of noble 
Kerker Haſſan, in an Horizon pure and free from the 
Defilement of Infdels. 


Paris, 14th of the 24 Moon, 
of the Year 1607. 


LETTER XVIII. 


To Iſouf, his Kinſman, a Merchant 
| at Aſtracan. 


Sent a Diſpatch to thee in the Year 1664, Where- 

I in, among other things, I recommended our 
Couſin Solyman to thy Friendſhip and Patronage, if 
ever he ſhould travel to Aſtracan, as I advis'd him, 
For thou knoweſt he has a roaming Genius, without 
the Wit to improve himſelf in any Foreign Coun- 
try, unleſs he has a Friend to guide and take care 
of him: And then 'twill be a Jifficule Task to make 
him ſenſible where he is. He'll always think he is 
within the Verge of the Grand Signior's Hunt, where 
he may domineer at large, under. the Notion of a 
Retainer to the Sultan. He's a ſtrange humour'd 
Fellow. I know not what to make of him. He's 
as changeable as Proteus, or a Camelion: Sometimes 
religiouſly Dull and Phlegmatick, like a Hadgi; at 
another Seaſon you ſhall feel his Pulſe beating to 
the Tune of youthful Pride, Ambition, Luſt, and 
other Vices. To Day he'd be a Derviche, Santone, 
| | or 
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or any thing that bears the Form of Holineſs : 
But when he's ſlept upon't, the vain young Convert 
would return again to the World, and be a Soldier, 
Courtier, Profeſſor of the Law, or any thing that 
makes a Figure in the Eyes of Men. So unwelcome 


are the rigid Paths of Vertue to a Soul not well e- 


ſtabliſned in its Principles. | 
And yet our Coulin Solyman, as I am told, is the 
Muſſulman of the Muſſulmans, as to his Exterior. 


With Hand devoutly laid to Breaſt, and humbleſt 


Couch o'th' Head, he gives the Salem to his Friends 
and Neighbours : Soft, as the Signs of Mutes in the 
Seraglio: Humble as the Grecian Chapman, walking 
through the Streets, is forc'd to imitate, when he is 
hector'd by the rampant Janixaries. 

But, oh my Coulin Iſouf, tis Grief to ſay, that 
Solyman, Partaker of our Blood, is Baſe, Ungrateful, 
and Perfidious: That he ſhou'd be thus Unna- 


tural, ſtudying the utmoſt Period of our Life; 


inſtead of honeſt, juſt, and noble Preſents, to pro- 


long it. | 

I had Reaſon, long ago, to compare him to Pon- 
tins Pilate; and if I had gone on, and ſcum'd off all 
the moſt enormous Crimes of Humane Race, 'twould 
be too little to expreſs his Enmity againſt Mahmut, 
the kindeſt Uncle, and the trueſt Friend, that e'er 
poor Solyman cou'd boaſt of, 

But he is degenerate, and that's too little, with- 
out the mourntul Sighs of thee and me, to increaſe 
the Aggravation of his Crime, | 

In fine, he's our Kinſman, and let us ſhew Mer- 
cy. He has been perfidious to me, and I wou'd 
retrench the Words I have ſpoken in his Diſgrace, 
If he comes to Aſtracan, do as thou pleaſeſt : But 
have an Eye over thine own Affairs. Take not So- 
lyman for an Angel. He is ſtill but a Turbant-maker ; 
a frolickſome Blade; and a Merchant that makes a 
very ſmall Figure. | 


Couſin 
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Couſin T/ouf, forget not the Maxims thou haſt 
learn'd in thy Travels: Be true to thy Friends, and 
thy ſelf, Honour the Memory of thy deceaſed Pa- 
rents. Love all Men that are good. And be not 
remiſs in praying for the Soul of thy deceaſed Uncle, 
wheneyer God ſhall call for it, ; 


Paris, 26th of the 2d Moon, . 
of the Year 1667, 


- 


The End of the Sixth Volume. 
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